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RICHARD-OWEN CAMBRIDGE, 

Esq, 

Sir, 

A S you have been fo partial to thefe Pa* 
X"X P ers M to think them, in fome degree, 
ferviceable to morality, or, at lead, to thofe 
inferior duties of life which the French, call 
let petites morales ; and as you have fliown 
the fincerity of this opinion by the fupport 
you have given to them, I beg leave to pre- 
fix your name to this Third Volume, and to 
fubferibe myfelf, 

Sir, 

Tour obliged 

and mod faithful 

humble fervant,* 

ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 
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AS I am defirous of beginning the new year well, 
I (hall devote this paper to the fervice of my 
• fair countrywomen, for whom I have (b tender 
a concern, that J examine into their condud with a 
kind of parental vigilance and affe&ion. I fincerely 
wifh to approve, bat at the fame time am determined 
to admonifh and reprimand, whenever, for their fakes, 
I may think it ncceflary. I will not, as far as in me lyes, 
fuffer the errors of their mind to difgrace thofe beau* 
tiful dwellings in which they are lodged ; nor will I f 
on the other hand, filently and quietly allow the af- 
fe&ation and abufe of their perfons to reflect contempt 
and ridicule upon their underftandings. 

Native, artlefs beauty has long been the peculiar di- 
fiin&ion of my fair fellow-fubje&s. Our poets have long 
fang their genuine lilies and rofes, and our painters 
have long endeavoured, though in vain, to imitate 
them: beautiful Nature mocked all their art. But I 
am now informed by perfons of unqueftionable truth 
and fagacity, and indeed I have obferved but too many 
inftances of it myfclf, that a great number of thofe in- 
eftimable originals, by a ftrange invcrfioa of things, 
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give the lie to their poets, and fervilely copy their paint- 
ers ; degrading and difguifing themfelves into worfe 
copies of bad copies of themfelves. It is even whifper- 
ed about Town of that excellent artift Jji r Liotard, that 
he lately refufed a fine woman to draw her picture, al- 
leging that he never copied any body's works but his 
own and God Almighty's. 

I have taken great pains to inform myfelf of the 
growth and extent of this heinous crime of felf- painting, 
(I had almoft given it a harder name); and I am forry 
to fay that I have found it to be extremely epidemical. 
The prefent ftate of it, in its feveral degrees, appears to 
be this. 

The inferior clafs of women, who always ape their 
betters, make ufe of a fort of rough caft, little foparior 
to the common lath and plafter, which comes very 
cheap, and can be afforded out of the caufal pro&s of 
the evening. 

The clafs immediately above thefe paint bccafional- 
Jy either infize or oil, which, at fixpence per foot fquare« 
comes within a moderate weekly allowance. 

The generality of women of fafhion make ufe of a 
fuperfine ftucco, or plafter of Paris, highly glazed, 
which does not require a daily renewal, and will, with 
fome flight occafional repairs, laft as long as their curls, 
and ftand a pretty ftrong collision. 

As for the tranfeendent and divine pearl powder, 
with an exquifite varnifh fuperinduced to fix it, it is by 
no means common, but is referved for ladies not only 
of the firft rank, but of the mod confiderable fortunes; 
it being fo very coftly that few pin-monies can keep a face 
in it as a face of condition ought to be kept. Perhaps the 
fame number of pearls whole might be more accept- 
able to fome lovers than in powder upon the lady's face. 
1 would now fain undeceive my fair countrywomen 
of an error which, grofs as it is, they too fondly ea- 
4. 
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tertain. They flatter themfelves that this artificial is 
not difcoverable, or diftinguifhable from native white* 
Bat I beg leave to allure them, that however well pre* 
pared the colour may be, or however fkilful the hand 
that lays it on, it is immediately difcovered by the eye 
at a confiderable diftance, and by the nofe upon a nearer 
approach ; and I overheard the other day, at the coffee- 
hdufe,Captain Phelim M'Manus complaining, that when 
warm upon the face it had the moft naufeous tafte ima- 
ginable. Thus ofFenfive to three of the fenfes, it is not, 
probably, very inviting to a fourth. 

Talkingupon this fubjeft lately with a friend, he faid 
that, in his opinion, a woman who painted white gave 
the public a pledge of her chaftity, by fortifying it with 
a wall which (he muft befure that no man would defire 
either to batter or fcale. But 1 eonfefs I did not agree 
with htm as to the motive, though I did as to the con- 
fluences ; which are, 1 believe, in general, that they 
lofe both operant et oleum, i have obferved that many 
of the fagacious landlords of this great metropolis who 
let lodgings do, at the beginning of the winter, new 
Vamp, paint, and ft u ceo the fronts of their houfes, inf 
order to catch the eyes of pauengers, and engage lodg- 
ers. Now, to fay the truth, 1 cannot help fufpecling 
that this is rather the real motive of my fair country- 
women, when they thus tncruft themfelves. But, alas ! 
thofe outward repairs will never tempt people, to in- 
quire within. The cafes are greatly different ; in the" 
former they both adorn and preferve, in the latter they 
difguft and deftroy. 

In order, therefore, to put an effectual ftop to this enor- 
mity* and fave, as far as I am able, the native carnations, 
the eyes, the teeth, the breath, and the reputations of 
my beautiful fellow-fubje&s, 1 here give notice, that if, 
within one calendar month from the date hereof, ([ aU 
low that time for the confumption of ftock in hand}, £ 
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ftaH recerre any authentic teftimonies (and I have ray 
fpiesabroad)ofthfcfophifticattanandaduheratic4ioftb4 
faireft works of Nature, I am refolvcd to pnbK fit at full 
length the names of the delinquents. This may per- 
haps at firft fight feetn a bold meafure ; and actions of 
fcandal and defamation may be thought of : but I ga 
upon fafe ground; for before I took this refolutfan £ 
was determined to know all the worft poffible confer 
qnences of it to myfelf, and therefore confulted one. of 
the moft eminent counlel in England, an old acquaint- 
ance and friend of mine, whole opinion i (hail here 
moft faithfully relate. 

When I had ftated my cafe to him as clearly as I 
was able, he ftroked his chin for foroe time, packed his 
nofe, and hemmed thrice, in order to give me his very 
heft opinion. " By ptfbltthing the names at full length 
" m your paper, I humbly conceive, faid hey that you 
" avoid all the troublefome co'nCequences of inniundu. 
" But the prefent qucftion, if I apprehend it aright, 
** feems to be, whether yon may thereby be liable to' 
" any othe* a&ion or actions* which, for brevity's fake* 
" I will not here enumerate. Now by what occurs to 
" me off-hand, and without confulting my books, I 
" humbly apprehend that no action will ly againft you j 
«' but, on the contrary, I do conceive, and indeed take 
" upon me to affirm, that you may proceed againft thefe 
'.' criminals, for fuch I will beboIcLt? calf them, either 
«* by action or indictment ; the crime being of a pub- 
4( lie and a heinous nature. Here is not only tbe/ap- 
" P re JP° ver *> w hich is highly penal, but the crimen falji 
«' too. An aelionpopuiar, or of y ui tarn, would certainly 
•' ly ; but, however, 1 ihould certainly prefer an indic%- 
*' ment upon the ftatutes of forgery, 2 Geo. II. cap, 2$. 
u and 7 Geo. II, cap. 22. ; for forgery I maintain it is. 
h The fact, as you well know, will be tried by a jury, 
V of whom one moiety will, doobtlefs, be plafterers ; fo 



X°t*$. THE WOULD. ft 

" that it will bnqueftionably be found." Here my coun- 
4ek paafed for fome time, and hemmed pretty often ; how 
ever i remained filent, obferving plainly, by his counte- 
nance that he had not £ni(hed, but was thinking on. In a 
Jittle timeherefumedhjs difcourfe,and faid, " AH things 
" eonfidered, Mr Fitz-Adam, I would advife you to 
" bring yonr indictment upon the I}l*ck Att % 9 Geo. I. 
** caf. 22. which is a very finepeaaJ. Aatnte." 1 confeJc 
I could not check the fodden ixnpuJie of furprife which 
this occafioned in me, and in tempted him perhaps too 
haftHy, ** What, Sir/ 9 fcid J, « indi& a woman upon 
™ Che BUck Afl for painting white .'" Here my coun&l, 
nterrapttng me in his turn, faid, with fome warmth, 
" Mr Fite-Adam, Mr Fitz-Adam, you, like too many 
"* others, have not foiicienriy eonfidered all the beauty, 
41 good feme, and foitd reasoning, of the law. The 
'* law, Sir, let me tell yon, abhors all refinements, 
*' fcbUeties, and q«ihbitngs upon words. What is 
** bi+ck or 'white to the law f Do you imagine that 
"theiawwiews'coloiirs by the rule of optics? So, God 
" forbid ft (hoald ! The law makes black mtbke, or 
** white black, according to the rales x>f juftfee. The 
M law ooniiders the meaning, the intention, the quo 
" animo, of all adtions, not their external modes* Here 
" a woman difguifes her face with white, as the Wal* 
* tham people did with black, and with the famefrau- 
<f dulent and felonious intention. Though the colour be 
•• different, the .guilt is the fame in the intendment of 
" the law. It is felony without benefit of clergy, an'd 
" the pnnifhment is death." As I jperceived that my 
friend had now done, I afked his pardon for the impro- 
per interruption I had given him, owned myfelf convin- 
ced; and offered him a fee, which he took by habit, 
but fboq rcturned/by refle&ion upon oar long acquaint- 
ance atrd frtendfhtp. 
fhis, I hope, will be fafficient to raafc fach of my 
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fair countrywomen as are confcious of their guilt fe- 
rioufly confider their danger ; though perhaps, from 
my natural lenity, I (hall not proceed again ft them with 
the utmoft rigour of the law, nor follow the example 
of the ingenious author of our lad mufical drama, who 
firings up a whole row of Penelope's maids of honour. 
1 (hall therefore content my&lf with publifhing the 
tiames of the delinquents, as above mentioned: but 
others, poffibly, may not have the fame indulgence ; 
and the law is open for all. 

I (ball conclude this paper with a word or two of fe- 
rious advice to all my readers of all forts and fexes. Let 
us follow Nature, our honed and faithful guide, and be 
upon our guard againft the flattering delations of Art. 
Nature may be helped and improved, but will not be 
forced or changed. All attempts, in direct oppofition 
to her are attended with ridicuftr, many with guilt. 
The woman to whom Nature has denied beauty, in vain 
endeavours to make it by Art; as the man to whom 
Nature has denied wit, becomes ridiculous by the affec- 
tation of it : they both defeat their own purpofes, and 
are in the cafe of the valetudinarian, who creates or 
increafes his diftempers by his remedies, and dies of fiis 
immoderate defire to live. 
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" SatU eloqqentiae.V ■ Salhifi. 

Enough of eloquence 

HAVING received a letter of a very extraordinary na- 
ture, I think myfelf obliged to give it to the Public, 
. though I am afraid many of my readers may objed to 
the terms of art, of which I cannot dived it : but I (hail 



«o 10 6. tHE WORLD. ?g 

make no apology for what may any way tend to the 
advancement of a fcience which is now become fo fa- 
ihionable, popular, and flourifliing. 

Mr Fitz-Adam, 

As all forts of perfons are at this prefent juncture de* 
firous of becoming fpeakers, and as many of them, thro 1 
the neglect of parents, or otherwife, have been totally 
ungrounded in the flrft principles or rudiments of rhe? 
toric, I have, with great pains and judgment, felected 
fuch particulars as may mod immediately, and without 
fuch rudiments, conduce to the perfection of that fcience; 
and which, if duly attended to, will teach grown gen- 
tlemen to fpeak in public in fo complete a manner, that 
neither they nor tbetr audience (hall difcover the want 
of an earlier applic .ion. 

I do not addrcfs myfelf to you like thofe who corre T 
fpond with the daily papers, in order to puff off my ex- 
peditious method, by referring you to the many perfons 
of quality whom I have taught in four-and-twenty 
hours ; I chufe openly and fairly to fubmit my plan to 
your infpection, which will (how you that I teach ra? 
ther how to handle antagonifts than arguments. 

I diftinguifh what kind of man to cut with a fyllo- 
£ifm, and whom to overwhelm with the fo rites; whom 
to enfnare with the crocodile, and whom to hamper in 
the horns of the dilemma. Againft the pert, young, 
bold aflertor, 1 direct the argument urn ad verecund'tam.. 
This is frequently the mod decifive argument that can 
be ufed in a .populous auembly. If, for inftance, a for- 
ward talker mould advance that fuch an ancient poet 
is dull, you put him out at once to filence and fhame, 
by faying, that Ariftotle has commended him. If the 
difpute be about a Greek word, and he pronounces it 
|o be inelegant, and never ufed by any author of credit, 



*4 THE WORLD. N«io& 

yon confoaad trim by retihig him It is 4a AriSophaacs ; 
and that yoa need sot difcover that it is in the month 
of a bird, a frog, or a Scythian, who talks broken Greek, 

To explain my argumentum ad ignorantiam, (which 
appears to be of the Ieaft ufe, becaufe it is only to be 
employed againft a modeft man,)}ct us fuppofe a perfon 
fpeaking with diffidence of fonie tranfa&ion on the con- 
tinent : yoa may afk him with a racer, pray, Sir, were 
you ever abroad? If he has related a fad from one of 
oar American tflands, you aflert he can know nothing 
of the affairs of that ifland,y^r ym wre born there „• and 
to prove his ignorance, afk him, <utbat latitude it is in ? 

In loquacious crowds you will have much more fre- 
quent occasions for vting my argumentum ad bominwks 
and the minute particulars into which *nen are fed by 
egotifra will give yon great advantages in preflingtheaa 
with confequences drawn from their tiappofed prio* 
clples. You may aifo take away the force of a man's 
argument by concluding, from feme equivocal ttprc£» 
ton, that he is a Jacobite, a republican, a cowrtier, a. 
Methodift, a freethinker, or a Jew. You may dmg at 
his country orprofcffion: he tatks like an apothecary, 
you believe him to be a tooth-drawer, of know that he 
is a tailor. This argument might be of great vfe at 
the bar in examining witneffes, if the lawyers would 
liot think it inconfiftent with the dignity and potiotnefi 
of their profefiion. 

By this {ketch of my plan yoa may fee that my pu- 
pils may moft properly be faid to ftwdy men : and the 
principal thing I endeavour to teach them from that 
knowledge is, the art of difcevcrmg the diierent 
ttrength of their competitors, Jo as to know when to 
anfwer, and when to ly by. And as I entirely throw 
out of my fyftem the argumentum ad judicium, whicb ? 
according to Mr Locke, «« is the ufing of proofs drawn 
" from any of the foundations of knowledge," there 
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will be nothing in my academy that will hare eke kaft 
appearance o£a fchool, and, of amfequence, nothing to 
make a gentleman either afraid or alhamed of attend- 
ing it. 

Enquire for A. R at the bar of the Bedford Cofiee- 
houfe. 

As the foregoing letter Co folly explains, itlelf* I (ball 
take no other notice of it: bat* in compkiJance to my 
correfpondent, (hall throw together a few foofc obfer- 
vations on our prefent numerous focieties for the pro- 
pagation of eloquence. And here i cannot but pleafe 
atyfelf with the reflection, that as dictionaries have been 
invented, by the help of whkh thofe who cannot ^o^* 
may k«n Arts and Sciences, here is now found a 
method of teaching them to thofe who cannot read. 

Thefe foundations are inftitnted in the very fpirit of 
Lycurgus, who discountenanced all written laws, and 
cilabii(hcd in their (lead a fyftem of policy called Rhttre+ 
from its being fpoken, which be ordered to be the dairy 
ftibje& of diicoorfe, and ordained mixed ahemblie* for 
that end, where the young might be taught, by attend- 
ing to the conver&tion of the old. 

In Turkey, where the majority of the inhabitants 
can neither write nor read, the charitable care of that 
considerate people has provided a method of compen* 
fating the want of thofe arts, and even the ufe of the 
prefs, by having a relay of narrators ready to be al- 
ternately ejevated on a ftool in every coffeehoufe, to 
fupply the office of newfpapers and pamphlets to the 
Turkilh quidnuncs and critics. 

Speech being the faculty which exahs man above the 
reft of the creation, we may conftder eloquence as the 
talent which gives him the oooft diftinguilhed pre-emi* 
nence over his own fpecics: and yet Juvenal makes no 
fcruple to declare, that it would have been better for 
Cicero to have been, a mete poeta&er* and for De- 
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ihofthenes to have worked under his father as a black- 
fmith, than to have frequented the fchoois of rhetoric*' 

" Diis ille adverfis genitus fatoque (iniftro, 
'* Quern pater, ardentis maffz fuligine lippus, 
•• A fornace et forcipibus,' gladibfque parente 
" Incudc, ac luteo Vulcauo, ad Rhetora mifi t." 

Whom, horn beneath a boding ftorofcope, 
His fire, the blear-cy'd Vulcan of a (hop, 
From Mars his forge fent to Minerva's ichools/ 
To learn th* unlucky art of wheedling fools. 

I am glad to find that our blackfmiths and other arti- 
fans have a nobler way of thinking, and the fpirit tor 
do for themfelves what the father of Demoft henes did 
for him. And I fee this with the greater pleafure, as I 
hope I may conflder the feminaries which are daily 
inftituted as rifing up in fupport of truth, virtue, and 
religion, againft the libels of the prefs. It is not to be 
doubted but that we are fafe on the fide of oral argu-< 
mentation, as no man can have the face to utter before 
witneffes fuch fhameful doctrines as have too frequently 
appeared in anonymous "pamphlets. If it fhould ever 
be objected that the frequency of fuch afferablies may 
poffibly, in time, produce fophiftry, quibbling, immo- 
rality and fcepticifm, becaufe this was the cafe at 
Athens fo famous for its numerous fchoois of philofo- 
phy, where, as Milton fays, 

Much of the foul they talk, but all awry : 
And in themfelves feek virtue, and to themfelves 
All glory arrogate, to God give none : 
Rather accufe him under ufual names, 
Fortune and Fate :- — 

I anfwer, that thefe falfe do&rines of God and the 
foul were thus bandied about by a parcel of Heathens, 
blind and ignorant at be ft, but, for the greateft part, 
the moil ufelefsy idle, and profligate members of the 
Rate ; and that it is BQt therefore to be apprehended, 

2 
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in this enlightened age, that men of fober lives, and 
profitable profefEons, wilt ran after fophifts, to wade 
their time, and unhinge their faith and opinions. How- 
ever, as the perverfenefs of human nature is It range and 
unaccountable, if I fhould find thefe modern fchools in 
in any way to contribute to the growth of Infidelity or 
Libertinifm, I hereby give notice that I (hall publicly 
retrad my good opinion of them, notwithftanding all 
my prepoffeflioiw in favour of eloquence. 

Though the following letter is written with all the 
fpleen and acrimony of a rival orator, 1 think myfelf 
obliged, from the impartiality I obferve to all my cor* 
refpoudents, to give it a place in this paper. 

Sir, 

As all intruders and interlopers are ever difagreeable 
to eftablifhed profefiions, I am fo incenfed againft fome 
late pretenders to oratory, that though I daily fulminate 
my difpleafure ex cathedrd* I now apply to you for a 
more extend ve proclamation of my refentment. 

I have been for many years an orator of the ftage 
itinerant ; and, from my earlieft youth, was bred under 
the aufpices of Apollo to thofe two beloved arts of that 
deity, phytic and eloquence : not like thefe pretenders 
who betray not only a deficiency of erudition, but alfo 
a mod manifeft want of generofity ; a virtue which our 
profeffors have ever boafted. Univerfal benevolence is 
oar fundamental principle. We raife no poll-tax on 
our hearers : our words are gratuitous, like the air and 
light in which they are delivered. I have therefore no 
jealoufy of thefe mercenary fpirits : my audiences have 
only been led afidc by novelty ; they will foon grow 
weary of fuch extortioners, and return to the old Rage. 
Bat the misfortune is, that thefe innovations have turn- 
ed the head of a moft neeeflary fervant of mine, com- 
Volume III. C 



18 THE WORLD. N« io*. 

monly known by the name of Merry Andrew; and I 
nauft confefs it gives me a real uneafineft, when one of 
bis wit and parts talks of fettiag up againft me. 
Yours, 

CJrcumfo&anbu*. 
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11 ' ' '• Qjnicqald Graecia mendax 

•■ Audet inUftoria" Jn. 

OM Greece a tale of Athos would make oat, 
Cat from the continent, and fail'd about. 

A S the French have lately introduced an entire new 
x\ method of writing hiftory, and as it is to be pre* 
fumed we (hall be as ready to ape them in this as in 
all other falhions, I fhall lay before the Public a loofe 
iketch of fuch rules as I have been able, haftily to throw 
together for prefent ufe, till fome great and diftinguifhed 
critic may have leifure to collet bis ideas, and publUh 
a more complete and regular fyftem of the modern art 
of writing hiftory. 

For the fake of brevity J fhall enter at once upon my 
fubjed, and addrefs my inftrudion to the future hiftortan. 

Remembcr to prefix a long preface to your hiftory, 
in which yon will have a right to fay whatever comes 
into your head : for all that relates to your hiftory may 
with, propriety be admitted, and all that is foreign to 
the purpofe may claim a place in it, becaufe it is a 
preface. It will be fufficient, therefore, if I give you 
only a hint upon the occafion, which, if you manage 
with dexterity, or rather audacity, will ftand you in 
great ftead. 

Be fure you feizc every opportunity of introducing* 
the mod extravagant commendations of Tacitus; but 
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be careful haw you enter too minutely into any parti- 
culars you may hare heard of that writer, for fear of 
difcovtring that you hare only heard of them. The 
fafeft way will be to keep to the old cuftom of abufing 
ail other hiftorians, and vilifying them in companion of 
him. But in the execution of this, let me entreat you 
to do a little violence to your modefty, by avoiding every 
tnfinuation that may fet him an inch above yourfelf. 

Before you enter upon the work, it will be neceflary 
to divtfft yourfelf entirely of all regard for truth. To 
conquer this prejudice may perhaps coft you feme pain; 
but till you have effectually overcome it, you will find 
innumerable difficulties continually obtruding them* 
fclves to thwart your defign of writing an entertaining 
hiftory in the modern tafte. 

The next thing is to find out feme fhrewd reafon for 
rejedting all fuch authentic papers as are come to light 
fince the period you are writing of was laft confidercd : 
for if you cannot cleverly keep clear of them, you will 
be obliged to make ufe of them; and then your per- 
formance may be called dull and dry, which is a cenfure 
you ought as carefully to avoid as to contend for that 
femous compliment which was paid the author of 
the Hiftory of Charles the XII. by his mod illuftrious 
patron, who is himfelf an hiftorian, Plus beau que /* 
lerite. 

I am aware of the maxim of Polybius, " that hi- 
* (lory void of truth is an empty ihadow." But the 
motto of this Paper may ferve to convi& that dogma- 
tift of Angularity, by (bowing that his own countrymen 
disavowed his pretended axiom even to a proverb. 
Though we may allow troth to the firft hiftorian of 
any particular a*ra, the nature of things require that 
truth muft gradually recede, in proportion to the fre- 
quency of treating the fame period; or elfe the laft hand 
Would be abfolutely precluded from every advantage 
C 2 
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of novelty. It is fit, therefore, that we modernize the 
maxim of Polybius, by fubttituting the word nvit in the 
place of truth ; bat as all writers are not blefled with 
a ready ft ore of wit, it may be neceflary to lay down 
fome other rules for the compiling of hiftory, in which 
it is expedient that we avail ourfelves of all the artifices 
which either have been, or may be, made ufe of, to 
furprife, charm, fadden, or confound, the mind of the 
reader. 

In treating of times that have been often written 
upon, there can be no fuch thing as abfolute novelty, 
therefore the only method to be taken, in fuch cafes, is 
to give every occurrence a new turn. You may take 
the fide of Philip of Macedon a gain ft Demofthenes and 
the obftinate republicans ; and you will have many in- 
ftances to (how how wantonly whole feas of blood have 
been fhed for the fake of thofe two infatuating founds 
Liberty and Religion. It was a lucky hit of an Englifh 
biographer, that of writing the vindication and pane- 
gyric of Richard III.; and I would advife you to at- 
tempt fomething of the fame nature. For inftance ; 
you may undertake to (how the unreafonablenefs of 
our high opinion of Queen Elizabeth, and our falfe 
notions of the happineis of her government. For as 
to lives and characters, you have one principal rule to 
obferve; and that is, to elevate the bad, and depreciate 
the good. But in writing the characlers of others, al- 
ways keep your own (if you have any value for it) in 
view ; and never allow to any great perfonage a vir- 
tue which you either feel the want of, or a notorious 
difregard for. You may queftion the moral character 
of Socrates, the chaftity of Cyrus, the conftancy of the 
martyrs, the piety and lincerity of the Reformers, the 
bravery of Cromwell, and the military talents of King 
William; and you need never fear the finding authorities 
to fupport you in any detraction among the writers of 
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anecdotes, fince Dion Caflius, a grave hiftorian, hat 
confidently aflerted that Cicero proftituted his wife, 
trained op his fon in drunkennefs, committed inceft 
with his daughter, and lived in adultery with Cerellia, 
I come next to ornaments ; under which head I con- 
fider Sentences, prodigies, digreflions, and defer iptions. 
On the two firft I (hall not detain you, as it will be fuf. 
ficient to recommend a free ufe of them, and to be 
new if you can. Of digreflions you may make the 
greateft ofe, by calling them to your aid whenever yoa 
are ac a fault. If you want to fwell your hrilory to 
a folio, and have only matter for an o&avo, (fuppofe, 
for example, it were the ftory pf Alexander), you may 
enter into an inquiry of what that adventurer would 
have done if he had not been poifohed ; whether his 
conquefts or Kouly Khan's were the mod extraordi- 
nary ; what would have been the confequences of his 
marching weft ward ; and whether he would have beat 
the Duke of Marlborough. You may alfo introduce 
in this place a duTcrtation upon fire-arms, or the art of. 
fortification. In defcriptions you mud not be fparing, 
but out-go every thing that has been attempted before 
you : let your battles be the mod bloody, your fieges 
the mod obftinate, your caftles the mod impregnable, 
your commanders the mdft confummate, and their fol- 
diers the mod intrepid. In defcribing a fea-fight, let 
the enemy's fleet be the moft numerous, and their lhips ' 
the largeft, that ever were known : do not fcruple to 
burn a thoufand of their (hips, and turn their crews 
half-fcorched into the fea; there let them furvive a 
while by fwimming, that you may have an opportunity 
of jamming them between their own and the enemy's 
vefleJs : and when you have gone through the dreadful 
diftrefles of the action, conclude by blowing up the ad- 
miral's own (hip, and fcattering officers of great birth 
in the air. In the Tacking of a town, murder all the 
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*)d men, and young children in the cruefleft manner, 
and in the moftfacred retreats: devife fome ingenious m«^ 
fairs on the modefty of matrons: ravHh a great number 
of virgins, and fee that they are ait in die height of 
beauty and purity of innocence. When yon have fired 
all the houfcs, mid cut the throats of ten tidies the 
number of inhabitants they contained, eaercife all man- 
ner of barbarity on the dead bodies': andy that you 
may extend the fcene of mifery, let fome efcape, buC 
all naked; tear their uncovered limbs, cot their feet fop 
want of (hoes, harden the hearts of thepeafants againft 
them, and. arm the elements with una final rigour for 
their persecution ; drench them with rain, benumb them 
with firoft, and terrify them with thunder and lightning. 
If in writing voyages and travels you have occasion 
to fend meflengers through an uninhabited country, do> 
not be over- tender or fcrupulous how yon treat them. 
You may (lop them at rivers, and drown all their fer- 
vanu and horfes : infeft them with fleas, lice, and mu£- 
quittos ; and when they have been eaten fufliciently 
with thefe vermin, you may ftarve them to a defire of 
eating one another ; and if you think it will be ail 
ornament to your hiftory, e'en caft the lots, and fef 
them to dinner. But if you do this, you muft take cartf 
that the favage Chief to whom they are fent does not 
treat them with man's flefh, becaufe it will be no novel- 
ty^. 1 would rather advife you to alter the bill of fare 
to an elephant, a rhinoceros, or an alligator. The king 
and his court will of courfe be drinking out of human 
fkulls ; but what fort of liqour you can fill them with 
tq furprife an European 1 mud own I cannot conceive. 
In treating of the Indian manners and cuftoms you may 
' make a long chapter of their conjuring, their idolatrous 
ceremonies and fuperftitions, which will give you- a 
fair opportunity of faying fomething fmart on the re- 
ligion of your own country. On their marriages you- 
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cannot dwell too long $ it is a pleating fubjecl, and al» - 
ways ini&ole oomtnes leads to polygamy, which will 
afford occafion far reflexions moral and entertaining. 
When yoor Aeflc*tgers have their audience of the king, 
yon may as well drop the bu&nefs they went apon,and 
take notice only of his civilities and poikenefs in offer- 
ing to them the choice of all the beauties of hit court ; 
by which yon will make them amends far all the diflU 
cukies you Jiave ltd them into. 

I cannot promise you much fuccefs in the fpeeches of 
your lavages, onlefs k were poffible to hit npon fomc 
bolder figures and metaphors than thofe which have 
been £b frequently ufed. In the fpeeches of a civilized 
people iafert whatever may ferve to difplay yoor own 
learning, judgment, or wit ; and let no roan's low ei- 
traction he a reftraint on the advantages of your edu- 
cation. If ki an harangue of Wat Tyler a quotation 
from the c^afics (hoold come in pat, or in a fpeech of 
Maley Moiucha Sentence from Mr Locke, let no coufi- 
deration deprive yoor hiftory of fueh ornaments. 

To conclude, I would advife you in general not to 
be {paring of your ipecches, either in number cr length : 
and if you alio take care to add a proper quantity of 
refle&Locis, yonr work will be greedily bought up by all 
members of oratories, reafbning focieties, and all other 
talkative a&mbties of this mod eloquent metropolis. - 
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" Hoc eft Roma decoders I Qposego homines effiigi cum in bos inci/J) ?" 

Cicero ad Atticum. 
U thk to leave Rome ? Bow great men did I (ban when thefe I met? 

I HAVE generally obferved when a man is talking of 
his couatry-houie, that, the firft quedion ufuaily 
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afkcd him is, " Are you in a good neighbourhood ?" 
From the frequency of this inquiry one would be apt 
to imagine that the principal happinefs of a country 
Jife was generally underftood to refult from neighbour- 
hood : yet whoever attends to the anfwer commonly 
made to this queftion will be of a contrary opinion. 
Afk it of a lady, and you will be fure to hear her ex- 
claim, "Thank God we have no neighbours J** 
which may ferve to convince yon that you have paid 
your court very ill, in fuppofing that a woman of fa- 
fhion can endure the infipid converfation of a country 
neighbourhood. The man of fortune condders every 
inferior, neighbour as an intruder on his fport, and 
quarrels with him for killing that game with which, 
his very fervants are cloyed. If his neighbour be an 
equal, he is of confequence more averfe to him, as being 
in perpetual conteft with him as a rival. His fenfe 
of a fuperior may be learnt from thofe repeated adver- 
tifements which every body mull have obferved in the 
public papers, recommending a houfe upon fale, for 
being ten miles* diftance from a Lord. The humourift 
hides himfelf from his neighbour ; the man of arro- 
gance defpifes him ; the modeft man is afraid of him ; 
and the penurious confiders a length of uninhabited fen 
as the be ft fecurity for his beef and ale. 

If we trace this fpirit to its fource, we (hall find it to 
proceed partly from pride and envy, and partly from 
the high opinion that men are apt to entertain of their 
own little clans or focieties, which the living in large 
cities tends greatly to increafe, and which is always 
accompanied with a contempt for thofe who happen to 
be ftrangers to fuch focielie?, and, confequently, a ge- 
neral prejtidice-againft the unknown. The truth of the 
matter is, that perfons unknown are, for that very rea- 
fon, perfons that we have no defire to know. 

A man of a fociable difpofition, upon coming into 
x 
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an inn* inquires of the landlord what company he hai 
in the houfe : the landlord tells him, " There is a fcl- 
" low of a college, a lien tenant of a man of war, a 
" lawyer, a merchant, and the captain in quarters ;" to 
which he never fails to add, " and I dare fay, Sir, 
" that any of them will be- very glad of your company ;" 
knowing that men drink more together than when 
alone, " Have you no body cl£e i" fays the gueft, foU 
Jenly. " We have no body clfe* Sir." " Then get mc 
" my Tapper as fall as yon can and Til go to bed." 
The fame behaviour is pratfifed by each of thefe gentle- 
men in his turn ; and for no other reafon than that 
none of the company happen to be either of his pro- 
feffion or acquaintance. 

But if we look with the leaft degree of wonder at 
the manner in which the greateft part of mankind be* 
have to Grangers, it (houid aftonilh us to fee how they 
treat thofe whom they are intimately acquainted with* 
and whom they rank under the facred titles of neigh* 
hours and friends. Yet fneh is the malignity of hu- 
man nature, that the fmalleft foible, the raoft venial 
inadvertency* or the fltgbeft infirmity, fliall generally 
occafion contempt, hatred, or ridicule, in thofe very 
perfons who ought to be the foremoft to conceal or pal* 
Jiate fuch failing. Death, accident, robbery, and ruin, 
inftead of exciting companion, are only con fide red as 
the great fources of amufement to a neighbourhood. 
Does any difgrace befall a family ; the tongues and pens 
of all their acquaintance are inftantly employed to di+ 
fperfe it through the kingdom. Nor is their alacrity 
in divulging the misfortunes of a neighbour at all more 
remarkable than their humanity in accounting for them* 
They are fure to.afcribe every trivial evil to his folly # 
and every great one to his vices. But thefe are flight 
ittftances of malevolence ; your true neighbour's fpleea 
is never effectually routed but by profperity. An un* 

Volume III. D 
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expected fucceffibn to a large fortune, the difcovery 
of a mine upon your ftate, a prize in the lottery, but* 
mod of all, a fortunate marriage, (hail employ the ma- 
lice and invention of a neighbourhood for years together; 

Envy is ingenious, and will fometimes find out the 
prettieft conceits imaginable to fcrve her purpofes : yet 
it is obfervable that {he delights chiefly in contradic- 
tion, if yon excel in any of the elegant arts, (he pro-* 
Bounces at once that you hare no tafte; if in wit, yon 
are dull ; if you live in apparent harmony with your 
wife and family, (he is Aire you are unhappy ; if in af- 
fluence or fplendour, (he knows that you are a beggar. 
It raoft, indeed, be confeffed, that Envy does meet with 
great provocations ; and there are people in the world 
who take extraordinary pains to appear much more 
happy, rich, virtuous, and confiderable, than they realty 
are : but, on the other hand, were they to take equal 
rare to avoid fuch appearances, they would not be able 
abfolmely to efcape her rancour, 

I was entertained lad fttmmer by a friend in the 
Country, who feemed to have formed very juft ideas of 
a neighbourhood. This gentleman had a confiderable 
e ftate left him, which he had little reafon to expect; and 
having no particular paffion to gratify, it was indiffer* 
ent to him how he difpofed of this large addition to his 
income. He had no deftre of popularity, but bad a 
very great diflike to an ill name; which made him 
altogether as anxious to fcreen himfelf from detraction 
as others are to acquire applaufe. Some weeks pafled 
away in that common dilemma into which an increafe 
of fortune throws every thinking man, who knows that 
by hoarding up he muft become the diverfion, and by 
fquandring the contempt, of all his neighbours. But 
difliking the appearance of parfimony more than extra- 
vagance, he propofed laying out a confiderable fum alt 
at once upon rebuilding his houfc i but that defiga 
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vas foon over-ruled by the confidcration that it would 
be faid he had dcftroycd a very convenient manfion for 
the fake of erecting a fhowy ou tilde. He next determined 
to new-model his gardens, from an opinion that he 
ihould oblige all forts of people, by affording bread to 
(he indoftrious, and pleafant walks to the idle : but re- 
collecting that, in the natural beauties of his grounds, 
be had great advantages over the old gardens of his 
neighbours, and from thence knowing that he rauft 
become the object of their fpleen and abufe, he laid 
aiide alio that invidious defign. In the fame manner 
he was obliged to reject every propofal of expenfe 
that might in any way be considered as a monument 
of fuperiority; therefore, to avoid the other cenfure 
of penurioufnefs, he refolved at lad to procure the beft 
cook that conld be had for money. From that time 
he has taken no thought but to equip himfelf and his 
attendants in the plaineft manner, keeping religioufly 
to the fole expenfe of a conftant good table, and avoiding 
in that, as well as in every thing elfe, whatever has the 
lead appearance of oftentation. Thus has he made him- 
felf inoffenlively remarkable, and, what was the great 
point pf his life, efcaped detraction ; excepting only that 
a certain dignified widow, who had been originally 
houfekeeper to her late hufband, takes occafion fre- 
quently to declare flie does not care to dine with him, 
becaufe the dilhes are fo ill ferved up, and fo taftelefs, 
that (he can never make a dinner. 

I know not how to clofe this fubjeft more properly, 
than by Sketching out the characters of what are called 
good and bad neighbours. 

A good neighbour is one who, having no attention 
to the affairs of his own family, nor any allotment for 
his time, is ready to difpofe of it to any of his acquaint* 
ance who defire him to hunt, (hoot, dance, drink, or play 
2t cards with them : who thinks the civilities he receives 

t> 2 



it THE WORLD. No.i<tf* 

in one houfe no refkri&ion upon his tongue in another, 
where he makes himfelf welcome by ezpofing the fot* 
bles or misfortunes of thofe he laft vifued, and lives iit 
a conftant round of betraying and ktfening one family 
er another. 

A bad neighbour is he who retires into the country, 
from having been fatigued with bufinefs, or tired with 
crowds ; who, from a punctilio in good breeding, does 
not fhow himfelf forward in accepting the vifits of all 
about him, confeious of his love of cjuiet, and fearing 
led he mould be thought tardy in his returns of civi- 
lity. His defire of being alone with his family pro* 
cures him the char after of referved and morofc ; and 
his candid endeavours to explain away the malicious 
turn of a tale that of contradictory and difagreeable. 
Thus, vindicating every one behind his back, and, con* 
fequently, offending every one to bis face, he fubjed* 
himfelf to the perfonal diflike of all, without making 
one friend to defend him. 

If after this it be afked what are the duties of neigh*, 
bourhood ? I anfwer, in the words of Mr Addifon, in 
that incomparable Effay of .his on the employment of 
time. " To advife the ignorant, relieve the needy, 
" comfort the afflicted, are duties that fall in our way 
" almoft every day of our lives. A man has frequent 
V opportunities of mitigating the fiercenefc of a party; 
f ' of doing juftice to the character of a deferving man; 
" of foftening the envious, quieting the angry, and recYi- 
%t fying the prejudiced ; which are all of them employ* 
" ments fuited to a reasonable nature, and bring great 
" fatisfa&ion to the perfon who can bnfy himfelf in them, 
" with discretion*" 

I have always confidered the ninety-third Spectator, 
from whence the foregoing paflage is taken, as the moft 
valuable lefTon of that eminent moral i ft ; becaufeadue 
^bferyance of the excellent plan of life which he ha« 
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there delineated, can ucrer fail to make men happy and 
good neighbours. 

Numb. jqo. Thursday, Jan. 30, 1755* 

s j R To Mr F|tz-Aj>aw. 

A LONDON gentleqaan and his lady, who are dif« 
tant relations, as well as old acquaintance, did 
my wife and me the favour to fpend foroe days with us 
laft fumnaer in the country. We took the ufual methods 
to make their time pais agreeably ; carried them to' all 
the Gothic and Chioefe houies in the neighbourhood ; 
and embraced all opportunities of procuring venifon, 
fifli, and game* for them : which laft, by the way, it has 
been no eafy matter to come in for fince the aflbciation. 
At their leaviog us they were fb obliging as to lay, 
their viiit had gone off very pleaiantly, and hoped we 
would return it, by coming to fee them in Town. Ac- 
cordingly, the mornings growing foggy, the evenings 
long, and this invitation running in our heads, we re* 
folved to accept it : and arriving in Town about the 
middle of November laft, we fixed ourfelves in lodgings 
near our friends, intending to breakfaft, dine, and fup, 
with them, for the moft part, during our Ray in Town. 
But will you believe me, Mr Fit?-Adam ? we never 
were more furprifed in all our lives than at receiving a 
card the morning after our arrival (which I think was 
the 18th of November) from the lady of the family we 
came to yifit, inviting us to play at cards with her on 
Che 28th of next March. We thought at firft that 
it muft be a miftake for the 28th of November ; but upon 
confulting our landlady, (he informed us, that fuch in- 
vitations were very ufual, and that, as we were well ac- 
quainted with the family, the lady had probably ap- 
pointed the firft day Ihe was difengaged. 
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As my wife and I feldora play at cards except at 
Chriftmas, we thought it fcarce worth our whije tQ 
wait for a game till alraoft Whitfuntide, and therefore 
very prudently fet out the next day for the country ; 
from whence I believe we (hall be in no great hade to 
pay a fecond vifit to our friends in Town. 
I am, Sir, 

your very humble fervant, % 



MrFiTZ-AnAM. 

I live fo much in the world, and fo entirely for the 
world, that the very name of your paper fecured me 
for one of your conftant readers. But really if your 
, periodical World continues to contradict the beau monde 
as much as it has done in two or three eflays relating 
to us women, I (hall think your fentiments fitter for the 
man of the Moon than the man of the World. 

A little while ago you were pleafed to U* extremely 
out of humour at the nakednefs of our necks ; and now, 
in your paper, N p 105, you are equally offended at our 
covering our faces. What a capricious man you are f 
1 apprehend, Sir, that a certain quantity of ©akednefs 
Jias always beep allowed us ; and I know of no Jaw that 
confines it to any particular part of our perfons. If, 
therefore, we chufe to ftucco over our faces, you ought 
in reafon to allow us to exhibit a little more of our necks 
and (houlders. 

Her fagacious Majefty, Queen Elizabeth, confeious 
of a bad complexion, and fearing that a brown neck v 
though right royal, might excite lefs admiration than 
the undignified a! aba ft er of the meaneft of her fubjecls, 
chofe that they (hould conceal what herfelf could not 
equal, under innumerable folds of lawn and point : a 
piece, of enyious cruelty which (notwithftanding your 



Noio^. THE WORLD. -jt 

fcx have been pleafed to celebrate her at the guardian 
of Eoglilh liberty) muft make her appear to ours little 
better than a tyrant, for baring imprifoned fo much 
Britiih beauty in a dungon, where not the fmalleft fpark 
of light could break in upon any part of it. The face 
indeed was ftill left vifible by that envious Queen, which 
is at prefent aim oft the only part of our attractions that 
'we have thought proper to cover. Yon ought therefore 
to confider, when you find fault with our open necks, 
that our faces are plaftered over} and inftead of com- 
plaints againft our covered faces you ihould reft fatif- 
fied with the ample amends we make you by our other 
discoveries* I am, -Si a, 

Your true friend, 

and faithful counfellor, 

Fardilla. 

s.*, 

I have with great ferioufnefs and attention read over 
the World of the fecond of this month, which (hows me 
my complexion in fo very different a light from that in 
Which my looking-glafs has reprefented it, that I fhould 
inftantly lay afide the rofes and lilies I have purchafed, 
and content myfelf with the (kin wherewith Nature has 
thought fit to cover me, if it were not for a very mate- 
rial confideration. The truth is, that I am to be mar- 
ried in a few days to a gentleman whofe fortune is 
above any hopes i could have conceived while in my 
natural fallownefs, and who, I find, has been principally 
attracted by the fplendour of my complexion. But you 
may depend on my rejfigning it all after the firft month 
of my marriage. You cannot furely, Mr Fit 2- Adam, 
befo cruel as to deny a bride the happinefs of the honey- 
moon : by that time, perhaps my hufband may be pretty 
•indifferent whether I be brown or fair.} if not, a change, 
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of complexion is no eaufe for a divorce, either by the 
ancient canons or the late marriage ad; fo you know, 
Sir, his approbation is of no great confequence to 

Your conftant reader, 

Matilda. 

Sir, 

To perfliade your fex that black is white has been the 
darling wiih and conftant endeavour of ours : but we 
have never fucceeded literally in this art till we knew 
how to paint ourfelves : I am therefore as much furpri- 
itd that a man of your fenfe fhould exped to make us 
give up fo defirable a power as that you fhould .wifh 
to do it. 

Have not your fex in all ages, both in prole' and verfe* 
lamented the ftiort duration of the lilies and rofes that 
bloom on a fair (kin ? 1 have feen it fet forth in fuch 
affecting ftrains as have drawn tears from me* when a 
girl of eighteen, from having felt it with all the bitter- 
xieft 6f prophetic fadnefs. Can there be a nobler in-> 
▼encjon than this j which fubftitutes fo durable a bloom 
in the place of thofe tranfient colours which fade al- 
moin as fa& as the dower to which they are compared ? 
This eternal fpring of beauty is furcly the peculiar Wef- 
fing of the prefent age. A man might now refled with* 
out terror on an antediluvian marriage, fince his wife, 
after five or fix hundred years of wedlock, might be as 
blooming as on her bridal-day. Time is the greateft 
enemy to the pleafures of us mortals ; how glorious then 
is the victory, when we can baffle him in a point in which 
he has hitherto exerted his mod cruel tyranny! 

1 fuppofe your next attack will be upon the new 
Ioftre that our necks have acquired by the fame art ; an 
improvement which cannot, in my humble opinion, be 
too much admired. I remember when women with the 
vrfckeft necks had fothan wKdusxlearnefs in their fltias 



NOIG9- THE WORLD. 3J 

that 700 might aimoft fee the blood circulate through 
their veins ; an amufing fpe&icle indeed for a philoso- 
pher, and fuch, perhaps, as might give Doctor Harvey 
the firft hint of the discoveries he afterwards made; but 
Aire! 7 it could be no very agreeable fight to a perfon 
of any delicacy, when compared with the prefent re- 
fplendent white which every neck exhibits. Good flefh 
and blood is a phraic very well fuited to a milkmaid ; 
but I fancy a woman of fafhion would chufe to excite 
fublimer ideas : and indeed our fex could never fo pro- 
perly aflume the title of goddefies as now that we have 
laid afide fo much of the runic appearance of mere mor- 
tal women. 1 am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

Belinda. 

S 1 a, 

I like the intention of your paper upon face- painting 
fo well, that I (hall readily comply with it, and return 
to the complexion that Nature has beftowed upon roe, 
(which you mull know is an olive) if you can pcrfuade 
others to do the fame. But who could bear to be the 
(hade to an affembly, dazzling bright with borrowed 
lilies, to look like the corner of the moon in an eclipfe ? 
Indeed it is impoflible forme to bring my felf to fuch an 
excefs of fortitude. An olive is a good fort of complex- 
ion for a wit* but a vile one for a beauty ; the title for 
which we women univerfally long ; while that of wit is 
only the laftrefource of our vanity, when nature or age 
denies us all pretentions to the other. 

Go on and profper, Mr Fitz Adam ; reduce us again 
to our natural colour, and. you (hall find 1 will not be 
the lad, though I cannot bear to be the firft, that (hall 
comply. 

Your mod devoted, 

Olivia Blanche. 

Volume III. E 
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Numb. iio. Thursday, Feb. 26, 1755. 

—V Uno. arqlfb tior defect alter 
** Aurens, ct fimili frondefcit Tiaja metallo." Virg. 

The firft thus rent, » fecond wiH arife, 

And* Che fame metal (gold) the fame room f applies. Dry it, 

THOUGH I have ft tidied the ways of men with the 
• ftri&eft application for many years, I muft regents 
oufly confefs my inability to dive into the fecrets of one 
particular fociety, the members of which, by their fu pe- 
riod capacities, have hitherto inveloped themfelves in an 
impenetrable cloud of myftery. Every body mud have 
observed that in all public places in this kingdom there 
are fwarms of adventurers who neither derive any pof- 
ftflions from provident anceftors, nor are of any pro- 
feffion, yet Who figure rooft fplendidly both in the great 
and fmall world, to the amazement of all who know 
them. The only anfwer I could ever obtain, when I 
have inquired how Mr Such-a-one, a member of this 
fociety, livedo was, The Lord knows. Which anfwer 
one would think fhould imply, that He who feedeth the 
ravens, and cfctheth the lilies of the field, had thus 
plentifully provided for them, imperceptible to the eyes 
of other mortals. But as the lives of thefo gentlemen 
(eem to claim nofuch indulgence from Heaven, I mould 
have entertaiued a very complaifant opinion of thern^ 
if the legiflature, by the repeal of the Witch aft, had not 
taught me to believe that our intercourfe with the de- 
vil was at end. In the raidft of my doubts the follow- 
ing Utter gave me perfect fattsfa&ioa. 
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To MrFiTZ-ADAM. 
Sis, 

About ten y«arsago the Public was entertained with. 
a very fanciful performance, entitled Hermippus Re- 
div'tout, or, The Safe's triumph over old Age and the 
Grave. Though the ingenious author modeltly fets out 
with (Bowing the poffipility of a man's extending the 
ipan of life to a longer fpace than he generally now en- 
joys, by inhaling the falubrious breath of unpolluted vir- 
gins ; yet, by 4egrc.es, almoft imperceptible to the rear 
der, he Hides into the Hermetic philofophy, of which 
be is an enthufiaftic admirer, and becomes, before the 
conclusion of his book, as thorough a believer in the 
power of the ^4*'. and up'tycrfal elixir as if he had been 
perfonatiy prefent when an adept had made projection. 
He introduces feveral tnpft furprifing tones conqerntng 
philofbpfeers, wjio, being /killed in trie arcanum, lived 
for three or four centuries in the mod ununpared vigour 
both of mind and body. But as the-moft enviable itatc 
of human felicity is iapkoerfeA, though.theie fages were 
matters of that omnipotent metal which can make 
knave* hotpft, blocj&heVds wits, an4 cowards heroes; 
which yie!4*in the e&abliihed cominerce of the world 
all the: ncceifaries, emolumentt, and luxuries of life, and 
alaoft deifies its ppffeffors, they were frequently need* 
fitated to (lead the live* of vagabonds, and to /kulk from 
the observation of mankind in the darked (hades of ob* 
fcarity. 

Among warty other furprifiag ftories, he gives an 
account of a Granger who fome tioje ago redded at 
Venice. It was veryTem.afkabic, .he feys, that this 
pan, though he lived in the utmoft affluence and fplen* 
dour, was unacquainted with any perfon belonging to 
the city before he came thither, that he followed no 
ttade or mergbaadife, that he had no property in the 
E 2 
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common funds of the State, nor ever received any re- 
mittance from abroad, yet abounded in wealth, till an 
accident, which he relates, drove him from Italy, from 
whence he fuddenly difappeared, and no mortal ever 
learnt from what place he came, or whither he went. 

If this man was an Hermetic philofopher in pofleffion 
of the great fecret, as the author infimiates, I am in- 
clined to think, from a fimilarity of circumftances, that 
vre have at this very time a great number of that felt 
in this metropolis, who, for the good of the nation* 
make gold at their pleafure. I have had the happinefs 
of an acquaintance with feveral of thefe great men, 
who, without any vifible means of livelihood, have 
{hone forth with uncommon luftre for a time, and then, 
to the regret of crowds of tailors, woollen-drapers, 
lace-men, mercers, milliners, &c. have fuddenly difap- 
peared, and no body ever knew the place of their re- 
tirement. This fpeedy retreat I attribute to their fears 
left the State fhould difcover from what fource their 
wealth arofe, and force them, by its power, to proftitute 
fo facred and ineftimable a fcience to the deftru&ive 
views of ambition. 

It has been obferved of feveral of thefe philofophers, 
that they have pretended to be of fome lucrative pro- 
feffion or employment, in order, as isfuppofed, to (belter 
themfelves from the prying eyes of certain individuals 
who are apt, from, T know not what old-faflrioned no- 
tion, to regard very cooly thofc perfons who, being in. 
pofleffion of no lands or chattels by inheritance, are 
unconnected with fociety, and do not lend a helping 
hand in fupplying fomething to the real or imaginary 
wants of mankind. Many have affected to be thought 
the heirs of rich uncles or aunts in the country, from 
whom they were fupplied with the comfortable fuffi- 
ciencies for genteel life ; while others have infinuated 
by their friends, \&*X fomebody has left Kbtmfometkfaf> 
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fomrwbere; and fo feigned that they lived (as honed 
people phrafe it) by their means. But before inquiry 
could be made into thofe means (if 1 may have leave 
to borrow a fcripture expreflion) «• they went hence, 
" and were no more feen." 

I remember, a few years ago, there was a particular 
coffeehoufe about Covent Garden much frequented 
by thefe adepts, which a friend of mine, a man of wit 
and humour, ufed ludicroufly to call the annua/ coffee- 
houfe, as the fame face was feldom obferved to blow 
there a fecond time. But of late they have been cau- 
tious of railing any fufpicton by affembltng in too 
great numbers together, and are therefore difperfed 
through all the cofieehoufes in this idle and genteel 
part of this City. 

I would not be underftood, from any thing I have 
faid, to infer that none of this refpe&able feci ever take 
up their fixed refidencc in Town ; for 1 have known fe- 
veral and their families who have cpnftantly dwelt here, 
and who, to the aftonifhment of the whole circle of 
their acquaintance, have lived for twenty years together 
in great fplendoor and luxury, fpent every year as 
much as their original principal fortune amounted to, 
and dill flourifh on in the fame manner. 

Every one in high life muft, I dare fay, have ob- 
ferved, that no people live fo well as thofe whom the 
world pronounces to be ruined, 1 have known many 
of thofe ruined perfons, both peers and commoners, riot 
in every luxury and extravagance, while the haughty 
owners of thoufands of unmortgaged acres have repined 
and fickened at their fuperior enjoyments. In ihore, 
fuch has been my affociation of ideas of late, that when 
I hear any man pronounced ruined, I immedately con- 
clude, by that expreffion, that he has been admitted by 
the fraternity into the ineftiraable fecrct of the Hermetie 
philofophy. 
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But however dtffirou* the ftfffeffo** of this Firft 
Science may be of appearing to draw their fubfiftence 
from the common and vulgar fupplics of land, trade, 
ftocks, or profeflkms, rather than have it fufpeOed from 
whence their myfterious finances arife, yet fuch num- 
bers now abound of all ranks and conditions, that the 
government, I am told, begins to entertain an idea* 
or, as the vulgar phrafe it, to have an inkling of the 
matter. Indeed I am greatly furprifed that tSe affair 
was not found out fooner ; for it is mathematically de* 
.monftrabley that if Great Britain and Ireland were large 
enough to hold all the boafted pofieflions.of thefenb* 
nnmal land-owners, the dominions of his prefect Ma- 
jefty would exceed the blufter of a Spanift title, and 
be larger than the four quarters of the globe joined to- 
gether. But here let meftop, and not, endeavour to 
reveal more of that fcience, which Is deftined by Fate 
to remain a fecret from all but the truly initialed, left* 
by farther profane babbling, theprefent ibns<ff Hermes 
ihould take umbrage, and transfer the unfpeakAbleaoV- 
vantages that accrue to focietyfrbra their prefencewto 
lands of more faith and left curiofity. 1 could wi&i 
therefore, that the Administration wouJd ftfpprefs far* 
ther inquiries, about thefe affairs, and be contented* 
Kke -honed plain tradefmen, who grow rich they cannot 
tell how, to receive that inundation -of wealth which 
-flows fo unaccountably into • the kingdom, without 
troubling their repofe by any over-great folk&ude to 
'know the fource it fprings from; for fear, dike fairy 
favours, the blefiing fhoukl be fnatched from the land 
.for the Unpardonable crime of endeavouring to fatfefy 
ift prohibited curiofity. 
J am, S i a, 

Your mod obedient humble fervant, 

A.Zw 



N°iii, THE WORLDS y/ 



Numb, hi. Thursday, Feb. 13, 1755. 

IT is very weH known that religion and politics are 
' ^fe&'y-u«tf*fto©d byemy body, at ehey require 
neither ftudy nor experience. * Ail people, therefore, 
decide ^remptorfly, -though often varioufly»upon both. 

AN feels, feverally fore -of being in tile right, inti- 
mate, atleafti if not denounce, damnation to thofe who 
differ from them, in points fo clear, fo plain, and fo 
obvious. On the other hand, the infidel, notlefsan 
enthufiaft *ha& any of them, (though upon his own 
principles life cannot damn, becaufe -he knows to de- 
monftratienthat there is no future Hate), would very 
gladly hang, as hypocrites or fools, the whole body of 
believers. 

In politics, the -feels are as various* *mi as warm ; 
And what feems very extraordinary is,, that thofe who 
have ftudied'theta'the rnoft,-and experienced tncm the 
longeft, always know them the leaft. Every Adraini- 
fixation is- in the wrong, though they have the clue 
and fecretof bufidcfs tn their hands; and not fefs than 
fix millions of their fellow-fubjecls (for I only except 
very young children) are willing and able to dtfcover, 
•certftire, -reform-, and correct, their errors, and put them 
in the right way. 

Tbefe confederations, among many others, determined 
roe originally not to meddle with religion or politics* 
in which I could «otinftru6t, and upon* which 1 thought 
it not decent to trifle. 

Entertainment alone muft be the object of an humble 
weekly author of a (beet and a half. A certain degree 
t)f bulk is abfohitcly nectffery for a certain degree of 
tlrgmty either in manor book. A ly-ftem -of ethics, to 
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be refpc&ed as it ought, requires at leaft a quarto; and 
even moral cfTays cannot decently, and with utility, 
appear in lefs than a thick octavo. But (hould I, in my 
ignoble ftate of a fugitive (heet and a half, prefume, 
with a grave face, to cenfure Folly, or, with an angry 
one, to lafh Vice, the porter of every well-bred family 
in Town would have orders to deny me ; and I (hould 
forfeit my place at the breakfaft- table, where now, to 
my great honour and emolument, I am pretty generally 
ferved up. But if, by the introduction of that wit and 
humour, which I believe even my enemies mud allow 
me, I can, without offence to the politer part of my 
readers, Hide in any ufeful moral, 1 will not neglect the 
opportunity ; for 1 will be witty whenever I can, and 
inftru&ive whenever 1 dare : and when my fcattered 
leaves (hall, like the Sybils, come to be collected, I be* 
lieve I may, without vanity, affert that, they will be at 
leaft as good oracles. 

But in this defign, too, I am aware of difficulties little 
inferior to thofe which difcouraged me from meddling 
with religion and politics: foe every body has wit and 
humour, and many have more of both than they, or 
at leaft their friends, know what to do with. A.s they 
are gifts of Nature, not to be acquired by Art, who is 
there that thinks himfelf fo difmherited by Nature as 
not to have forae (hare of them ? Nay, thofe (if fuch 
there are) who are modeft enough to think themfelves 
cut off with a (hilling, hufband that twelve- pence with 
care, and frugally fpend their penny upon occauon as 
fly wags and dry jokers. 

In this univerfal profufion, this prodigious plenty of 
wit and humour, I cannot help diftrufting a little the 
fuccefs, though by no means the merit, of my own ; 
for I have interior conviction that no man in England 
has fo much : but taftes are various, and the market is 
glutted. However, I (hould hope that my candid 

2 
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readers will have the fame regard for my opinion which 
they have for mod of the opinions they entertain ; that 
is, that they will take it upon truft, efpecially as they 
have it " from the gentleman's own mouth.' 9 

The better to take my meafures for the future, I have 
endeavoured to trace the progrefsand reception of my 
Paper through the feveral claffes of its readers. 

In families of condition it is firft received by the 
porter » who, yawning, ju ft cafts his half-open eyes upon 
it; for it comes out fo early as between ten and eleven; 
but finding neither the politics nor the cafualties of the 
week in it, throws it afide, and takes up in its (lead a 
daily newfpaper, in which all thofe matters are related 
with truth and perfpicuity. 

From thence it is fent up to Mrs Betty, to lay upon 
the breakfaft- table. She receives it in pretty much the 
fame manner, finds it deficient in point of news, and 
lays it down in exchange for the Daily Advertifer, 
where (he turns with impatience to the advertifements, 
to fee what invitations are thrown out by (ingle gentle- 
men of undoubted characters to agreeable young women 
of unblemifhed reputations, to become either their wives 
Or their companions : and, by a prudent forecaft, (he 
particularly attends to the premiums fo frequently 
offered for a fine wholefome bread of milk. 

When it is introduced to my Lady's d re (ling* room, it 
undergoes a feverer examination : for if my Lord and 
Lady ever meet, it is then and there. The youngeft, 
probably, of the young ladies is appointed to read it 
aloud, to u(e her to read at fight. If my Lord, who is 
a judge of wit, as well as of propriety, in the laft refort, 
gives a favourable nod, and fays, // /'/ well enough to- 
day, my Lady, who does not care to contradict him in 
trifles, pronounces it to be charming : but if, unfortu- 
nately, my Lord, with an air of diftaite, calls it poor ftuf % 
my Lady difcovers it to be horribly jlubid. The young 
Volume III. F 
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family are unanimoufly of opinion that the name of 
Adam Fitz-Adam is a very comical one, and inquire 
into the meaning of the globe in the frontifpiece ; by 
which (if any body could tell them) they might get a 
pretty notion of geography. 

In families of an inferior clafs I meet with a fuller, 
though perhaps not a more favourable, trial. My merit* 
and demerits are freely difcuded: fome think me? too 
grave, others trifling. The miftrefs of the houfe, tho* 
fhe detefts fcandal, wifhes, for example's fake only, that 
I would draw the characters, and expofe the intrigues, 
of the fine folks. The matter wonder's that 1 do not 
give the miniiters a rap ; and concludes that I receive 
hufli-money. But all agree in faying face tiou fly and 
pleafantly enough, that the World dots not inform them 
how the World goes. This is followed by many other 
bon mots i equally ingenious, alluding to the trtle of nay 
paper, and worth at leaft the two-pence a-week that 
it cods. 

In the City (for my Paper has made its way to that 
end of the Town, upon the fuppofitron of its being a 
fafhionable one in this) I am received and considered in? 
a different light. All my general reflections upon the 
vices or the follies of the age are, by the ladies, fup- 
pofed to be levelled at particular perfons, or at leaft dif- 
covered to be very applicable to fuch and fuch of the 
Quality. They arealfo thought to be very pat to feve- 
ral of their own neighbours and acquaintance ; and 
fhrewd hints of the kind greatly embellifh the conver- 
fation of the evening. The graver and more frugal part 
of that opulent metropolis, who do not themfelves buy 
but borrow my Paper of thofe who do, complain that, 
though there is generally room fufficient at the end of 
the laft page, 1 never infeft the price of (locks nor of 
goods at Bear- key; and they are every one of them 
aftonifhedhow certain tranfa&ions of the court of alder- 
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men on one hand, and of the common-council on the 
other, can poffibly efcape my animadverfion, fince it is 
irapoffiblc that they can have efcaped my knowledge. 

Such are the cenfures and difficulties to which a poor 
weekly author is expo fed. However, I have the plea- 
sure, and fotpething more than the pleafure, of finding 
that ;wo thpuiand of my Papers are circulated weekly. 
This number exceeds the Urged that was ever printed 
even of the SpeAators, which in no other refpect do I 
pretend to equal. Such extraordinary fucccfc would 
befufficient to flatter the vanity of a good author, ami 
.to turn tine bead of a bad one. But I prudently check 
and ftifle thofe growing fentiments in my own bread, 
hj reneging upon other circumftances that tend to my 
humiliation, I mud confefs that the prefent fafluon of 
curling the hair has proved exceeding favourable to 
*ue ; and perhaps the quality of my paper, as it happens 
to be peculiarly adapted to that purpofe, may contri- 
bute more than its merit to the fale of ic A head that 
has taken a Tight French turn requires, as I am affured, 
foorfcore curl* in diftin& papers; and thofe curls muft 
he renewed as often as the head is combed, which is 
perhaps once a month. Four of my papers are fufficient 
far that tpurpofe, and amount only to eight-pence, 
which b very little more than what the fame quantity 
rf plain paper would coil. Taking it, therefore, all to* 
gethtr, it feems not inconfiftcnt with good oeconomy 
tppnrch&fe it atfofmall a price. This refle&ion might 
mortify me as an author* but on the other hand felf* 
Jove, which is ingenious in-availing itfelf of the flighted 
favourable circumftances, comforts me with the thought, 
that of the prodigious number of daily and weekly pa- 
pers that are now published, mine is perhaps the otfly 
M}t tbat is ultimately applied to the head* 
f 2 
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Numb. 112. Thursday, Feb. 20, 1755. 



A LATE noble author has moft juftly and elegantly 
defined Cuftpm to be, •• The refult of the pa A 
«• fions and prejudices of many, and of the defigns of 
«• a few ; the ape of Reafon, who ufurps her feat, ex* 
41 erciies her power, and is obeyed by mankind in her 
" Acad." 

This definition enables us to account for the various, 
abfurd and wicked cuftoms which have feyerally and 
fucceflively prevailed in all ages and countries, and al- 
fo for thofe which unfortunately prevail in this : for 
they may all be traced up to " the paffions and preju- 
•« dices of the many, and the defigns of a few." 

It is certain, however, that there has not been a time 
when the prerogative of human reafon was more freely 
aflerted, nor errors and prejudices more ably attacked 
and expofed by the beft writers, than now. But may 
not the principle of inquiry and detection be carried 
too far, or at leaft made too general ? and (hould not 
a prudent difcrimination of cafes be attended to ? 

A prejudice is by no means neceifarily (though ge- 
nerally thought fo) an error; on the contrary, it may 
be a moft unqueftioned truth, though it be dill a pre- 
judice in thofe who, without any examination, take it 
upon truft, and entertain it by habit. 

There are even fome prejudices founded upon error, 
which ought to be connived at, or perhaps encouraged ; 
their efFecls being more beneficial to fociety than their 
detection can pu(Sbly be. 

Human reafon, even when improved by knowledge, 
and undifturbed by the paffions, is not an infallible, 
though it is our beft, guide : but unimproved by know : 

V 
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ledge, and adulterated by paffion, it becomes the mod 
dangerous one ; conftituting obftinate wrongheaded- 
nefs, and dignifying, nay, almoft fan&ifying, error. 

The bulk of mankind have neither leifure nor know- 
ledge fufficient to reafon right : why then (hould they 
be taught to reafon at all ? Will not honeft inftinft 

Erompt, and wholefome prejudices gutde^thecn much 
etter than half reafoning? 

The power of the mag'tftrate to punifh bad, and the 
authorityjof thofe of fuperiorrank to fet good, examples! 
properly exerted, would probably be of more diffufive 
advantage to fociety than the raoft learned, theologi* 
cal, philofophical, moral, and cafuiftica) diflertations. 
As for inftance, 

An honeft cobler in his ftall thinks and calls hitafelf 
a good honeft Proteftant; and if he lives at the City-end 
of the Town, probably goes to hisparifh church on Sun- 
days. Would it be honeft, would it be wife, to fay to 
this cobler, " Friend, you only think yourfelf a mem- 
" ber of the Church of England ; but in reality you are 
" not one, fince you are only fo from habit and pre- 
f* judice, not from examination and reflection. But 
'* ftudy the ableft controverfial writers of the Popi(h 
" and Reformed churches ; read Bellarmine, Chilling- 
-l worth, and Stillingfleet, and then you may juftly 
f ( call yourfelf what in truth you are not now, a Pro- 
" teftant." 

Should our mender of (hoes follow this advice, (which 
I hope he would not), a ufeful cobler would moft cer- 
tainly be loft in a ufelefs polemic and a fcurvy logician. 

It would be juft the fame thing in morals. Our co- 
bler received from his parents that beft and (horteft of 
all Chriftian and moral precepts, " Do as you would 
" be done by. 91 He adopted it without much examina- 
tion, and fcrupuloufly pra&ifcd it in general, though 
with fpme few exceptions perhaps in his own trade. 
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But (hould fouie philosopher, for the advancement of 
truth and knowledge, allure this coble r, " That his ho- 
*' nefty was mere prejudice and habit, becaufe he Jia4 
'• never fufficieatly conddered the relation and fitnefs 
*' of things, nor contemplated the beauty of Virtue ; 
" but that if he would carefully ftody the Chai-a&eri- 
•• (lies, the Moral Philofopher, and thirty pr forty vo- 
" lumes more upon that fubje&, he might then, ?p<l 
" not till then, juftly call hicnfeJf an honed 03a n ;" 
what would become of the honefty of the coWer after 
ihis ufeful difcovery I da not know; but this I very well 
know that he (hould no longer be. my cpbJer. 

I (hall borrow him in two initances owe, and then 
leave him to his honed ufeful home-fppn prejudices, 
which half-knowledge and lefs reafcning will, 1 hope, 
never tempt him to lay afide. 

My cobier is alfo a politician. He reads the fird ne wf* 
papers he can get, defirous to be informed of the ifcre 
of affairs in Europe, and of the ftreet robberies in Lon- 
don. He has pot, I pre fume, analysed the intcrjeds of 
the refpeclive countries of Europe, nor deeply confider* 
ed thofe of his own ; dill lefs is he fyftcjnaticaljy in- 
formed of the political duties of a citizen and a fubjeel; 
but his heart and his habits fupply thofe oVecls. He 
glows with zeal for the honour and profperity of Old 
England ; he will fight for it if there be occafion, and 
drink to it perhaps a little too often, and too much. 
However, is it not to be wilhed that there were in this 
country fix millions of fuch honed and jealous, though 
uninformed, citizens. 

All thefe unredeemed and unexamined opinions of 
pur cobier, though prejudices in him, are in theqnfelves 
undoubted and d em on ft r able truths, and ought there- 
fore to be cherifted even in their cparfed drefs. But 
I (hall now give an indance of a common prejudice in 
(his country, which is the refult of error, and which, 
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yet 1 believe n6 man in his feiifes Would define would 
be ezpofed or removed, 

Oar honeft cobler is thoroughly convinced, as his 
forefathers were for many centuries, that one English- 
man can beat three Frenchmen ; and in that perfuafion, 
he woold by no means decline the trial. Now, though 
in my own private opinion, deduced from phyfical 
principles, I am apt to believe that one Engliihraan 
could beat no move tbari two Freacbolen of equal 
ftre&gtb aikf fize with himfelf, I fboutd however be vttj 
outfitting to andoterve h«n of that ofefol and fangoroe 
ctTor, which certainly made his countrymen triumph 
in the fields of Poidtters and Crtfcy. 

Bat there are prejudices of a very different nattfre 
'tbm thefe ; prejudices not only founded on original 
cr ror f but that give birth and fan&i6fi to the moft ah* 
ford, eitravagant, impious, and immoral cuftoms. 

Honoar, that facred name, which ought to mean the 
spirit, the fuperefogation of virtue, is, by cuftom, pro- 
faned, reduced, and Ihronk to mean only a readineisto 
"gbt a duel upon either a real or an imaginary affront, 
*ad not to cheat at play. Nov vices nor immoralities 
whatfoever blaft this faihionable character, but rather, 
°n the contrary, dignify and adorn it: and what (herald 
oanifh a man from all fociety recommends him in gene- 
ra l to the bell. He may, with great honour, ftarve th* 
iTadefmen who, by their induftry, fupply not only his 
*aats but his luznry. He may debauch his friend's 
**fe, daughter, or fifter ; he may, in fhort, undoubtedly 
gratify every appetite, paffion, and inrereft, and fcattetf 
Elation around him, if he be b*t ready for (ingle) 
*on&at, and a fcrupulous obfervcr of all the moral ob* 
"gations of a gamefter. 

. Thefe are the prejudices for wit to ridicule, for (a- 
t're to lafti, for the. rigour of the law to puntfh, and 
(*hich would be the moft effe&ttal of att) for fafhion 
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to difcoufltcnancc and profcrtbe. And thcfe (hall in 
their tarns be the fubjects of fomc future papers. 



Numb. i.ij. Thursday, Feb. 27, 175^5". 

TH E cuftom of Duelling is mod evidently the re* 
fult of the paffions of the many, and the defigns 
oT a few : but here the definition (tops ; fince, far from 
being the ape of Reafon, it prevails in open defiance of 
it. It is the manifeft offspring of Barbarity and Folly, 
a monftrous birth, and diftinguilhed by the mod (hock- 
ing and ridiculous marks of both its parents*' 

I would not willingly give offence to the politer part 
of o>y readers, whom I acknowledge to be my bed cu- 
ftoffiers, and therefore I will not fo much as hint at the 
toSpiety of this practice, nor will I labour to (how how 
repugnant it is to inftindt, rcafon, and every moral and 
focial obligation, even to the fafhionable fitnefs of things. 
Viewed on the criminal fide, it excites horror ; on the 
abfurd fide, it is an inexhauftible fund of ridicule. The 
guilt has been confidered and expofed by abler pens than 
mine, and indeed ought to be cenfured with more dig* 
nity than a fugitive weekly paper can pretend to : I (hall, 
therefore, eontent myfelf with ridiculing the Folly of it. 

The Ancients raoft certainly have had very imperfecl 
notions of honour, for they had none of Duelling. One 
reads, it is true, of murders committed every now and 
then among the Greeks and Romans, prompted only 
by intereft or revenge, and performed without the leaft 
Attic politenefo, or Roman urbanity. No letters of 
gentle invitation were fent to any man to come and have 
his throat cut the next morning ; and we may obferve 
that Milo had not the common decency to give Cio- 
dius, the raoft profligate of men, the mod dangerous of 
2 
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citizens, and his own inveterate; enemy, an equal chance 
of dettroyiog him. 

This delicacy of fentiment, this refinement of man* 
ncrs, was referved for the politer Goths, Vifigoths, 
Oftrogoths, Vandals, &c. to introduce, cultivate, and 
eftabliih. I mud confefs that they have generally been 
confidered as barbarous nations ; and to be fure there 
are fotne cireumftances which feem to favour that opi- 
nion. They made open war upon learning, and gave 
no quarter even to the monuments of arts and fciences : 
but then it rouft be owned, oa the other hand, that 
upon thofe ruins they cftablithed the honourable and 
noble fcience of Homicide; dignified, exalted, and afcer- 
tained Triie Honour, worlhipped it as their deity, and 
fecrificcd to it hecatombs of human victims. 
- In thofe happy days Honour, that is, fingle combat, 
was the great and unerring teft of eivil rights, moral 
afticms, and found doctrines. It was lanctified by the 
church, and the churchmen were oecafionally allowed 
the honour and pleafure of it ; for we read of many 
inltances of Duels between men and priefts. Nay it 
was, without appeal, the infallible teft of female chaftiry* 
If a Princefs, or any lady of diiHnction, was fufpected 
of a little incontinency, fome brave champion, who was 
commonly privy to or perhaps the author of it, flood 
forth in her defence, and a tier ted her innocence with 
the point of his fword or lance. If by his activity, (kill, 
ftrength, and courage, he murdered the accufer, the lady 
was fpotlefs ; but if here hampion fell, her guilt was 
ffianifeft. This heroic gallantry in defence of the fair, 
J prefume, occafioned that afibciation of ideas (other- 
wife feemingly unrelative to each other) of the Brave 
*nd the Fair: for, indeed, in thofe days, it behoved a lady 

who had the leaft regard for her reputation to chu(e 
a lover of uncommon activity, ftrength, and courage. 

This notion, as I am well a flu red, A ill prevails in many 

-Volume III. G- 
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reputable families about Covent Garden, where the 
Brave in the kitchen are always within call of the Fair 
in the firft or fecond floor. 

. By this fummary method of proceeding, the quibbles* 
the delays, and the expenfe, of the law were avoided* 
and the trouWefome fhackles of the gofpel knocked ofly 
Honour ruling m their (lead. To prove the utility 
and jafttce of this method, I cannot help mentioning 
a very extraordinary Duel between a man of diftin&ios* 
and a dog r in the year 137 1, in the prefence of King 
Charles V. of France. Both the relation and the print 
€>f this Duel are to be found in Father Montfoucon. 

A gentleman of the Court was fuppofed to have mur- 
dered another, who had been miffing for fome days* 
This fufpicion arofe from the mute teftimony' of the 
abfent perfon's dog* a large Irifh grey-hound, who with 
uncommon rage attacked this fuppofed murderer where* 
ever he met him. As he was a gentleman, and a man osT 
very nice honour, (though by the way herealty had mur- 
dered the man), he could not bear lying under fo difho* 
nourable a fufpicion, and therefore applied to the King 
for leave to juftify his innocence by fingle combat wid* 
the faid dog. The King, being a great lover of jufBce* 
granted his fuit, ordered lifts to be made ready, appoint- 
ed the time, and named the weapons. The gentleman 
avas to have an ofienfive club in his ha$d, the dog a de- 
fensive tub to refort to occafionally* The Irifh grey* 
hound willingly met this fair inviter at the time aad 
place appointed ; for it has always been observable of 
.that particular breed that they have an uncommon 
alacrity at tingle combat. They fought ; the dog pre- 
vailed, and alrooft killed the honourable gentleman, 
who had then the honour to eonfefs his gush, and of 
being hanged for it ma few days. 

When letters, arts, and fciences, revived in Europe, 
|he fcience of rjomicide was farther cultivated and im- 
proved. If, on the one hand, it loft a little of the ex- 
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tan of ks jurifdi&ion, on the other, it acquired great 
precifion, clearnefs, and beauty, by the care and pafai 
of the very bed Italian and Spanifh authors, who re- 
duced it into a regular body, and delighted the world 
with their admirable codes, digefts, pande&s, and reports 
dcila cmvailerefi:*, in fome hundreds of volumes. Al^ 
mod all poulble cafes of Honour were confidered and 
Aswed; two-and-thtrty different forts of lies were dif* 
t»gutfiied; and the adequate fattsfa&ion neceflkry for 
each was, with great foiidity and precUion, afcertainedL 
A kick with a thin (hoe was declared more injurious to 
Honour (though not fo painful to the part kicked) than 
* kick with a thick ffcoe ; and, in (fcort, a thoufand other 
difcoveries of the like nature, equal 1 y beneficial to fociety; 
were communicated to the world in thole voluminous 
treasure* of Honour. 

'- in theprefent degenerate age, the fundamental taws of 
Honour are exploded and ridiculed, and (ingle* combat 
thought a very uncertain, and even unjuft, decifion of 
civil property, female chaftity, and criminal accufations; 
. but I would humbly afk why ? Is not fingle combat as 
juft a decifion of any other thing whatJoe? er as it is 
of veracity? the tale to which it is now in a manner 
confined. I am of opinion that there are more men ia 
the world who lie and fight too than there arc who 
will lie and not tight; becaufe I believe there are more 
men in the world who have than who want courage. 
But if fighting is the teft of veracity, my readers of 
condition will, I hope, pardon me, when I fay, that my 
future inquiries and refearches after truth ftaH be al- 
together confined to the three regiments of Guards. 

There is one reafon, indeed, which makes me fufpe& 
that a Duel may not always be the infallible criterion of 
veracity, and that is, that the combatants very rarely 
meet upon equal terms. I beg leave to ftate a cafe. 
Which may very probably, and not even unfrequently, 
G z 
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happen, and which yet is not provided for, nor even 
mentioned, in the infti tines of Honour. 

A very lean, (lender, active young fellow of great Ho? 
nour, weighing perhaps not quite twelve (tone, and who 
has from his youth taken leflons of Homicide from a 
murder-mafter, has, or thinks he has, a point of Honour 
to difcufs with an unwieldy, fat, middle-aged gentler 
man, of nice Honour likewife, weighing four-and-twen* 
, ty ftone, ar\d who in his youth may not poflibly have 
had the fame commendable application to the noble 
fcience of Homicide. The lean gentleman fends a very 
civil letter to the fat one, inviting him to come and be 
killed by him the next morning in Hyde Park. Should 
the fat gentleman accept this invitation, and waddle 
to the place appointed, he goes to inevitable (laughter. 
Now, upon this ft ate of the cafe, might not the fat gentler 
tleman, confident with the rules of Honour, return the 
following anfwer to the invitation of the lean one ? 

"Su, 

<* I find by yonr letter that you do me the juftice tq 
" believe that I have the true potions of Honour that 
" become a gentleman ; and I hope I (hall never give 
" you reafon to change your opinion. As I entertain 
" the fame opinion of you, I mud fuppofe that you 
•• will not defire that we (hould meet upon very un- 
49 equal terms, which muft be the cafe, were we to raeefc 
€l to-morrow. At prefent I unfortunately weigh four? 
• • and-twenty ftpne, and I guefs that you do not exceed 
" twelve. From this circumftance fingly, 1 am dou- 
u bly the mark that you are ; but, befides this, you are 
*•' active, and I am unwieldy. I therefore propofe to 
•* you, that from this day forwards we feverally endea- 
fl vour, by all pofllble means, you to fatten and I to 
4( wafte, till we can, meet -*t the medium of eighteen 
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" ftonc. I will lofe no time on my part, being impatient 
M to prove to you that I am not quite unworthy of the 
« good opinion which you are pleafed to exprefs of, ■ 
«< S i a, 

*f Your very humble fervant* . 

" P. S* 1 believe it may not be amifs for os to com*. 
f muotcate to each other from time to time our gra- 
■• datjons of increafe and decreafe towards the defirec^ 
" medium, in which I prefume two or three pounds 
" more or lefs on either fide ought not to be con- 
V fidered." 

This, among many more cafes that I could mention* 
fufficiently proves, not only the expediency, but the ne- 
Stffity , of reftortng, revifing, and perhaps adding to the 
practice, rules and ftatutes of fingle combat, as it flourilh- 
ed in the fifteenth and fixteenth centuries. ! grant that it 
Would probably make the common law ufelcfs • but little; 
trifling and private interefts ought not to ftand in the 
yray of great, public, and national advantages. 
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THE notion of birth, as it is commonly called and 
eftablifbed by cuftom, is alfo the manifeft refult 
*f of the prejudices of the many, and of the defigns of 
" a few." It is the child of Pride and Folly, coupled 
together by that induftrious pander Self-love, it is 
furely the ftrongeft in fiance, and the weakefi prop, of 
human vanity. If it means any thing, it means a long 
Vmeal defcent from a founder, whofe induftry or good- 
fortune, wbofe merit, or, perhaps, whofe guilt, has ena- 
bled his pofierity to live ufeJefs to fociety, and to tranf- 
mx to theirs their. pride and their patrimony. How* 
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ever, this extravagant notion, this chimerical advan- 
tage, the effed of blind Chance, where prudence and 
option cannot even pretend to have the leaft (hare, is 
that Fly which, by a kind of Egyptian fuperftition, Cuf- 
toni att over Europe has deified, and at whofe tawdry 
(brine good fenfe, good manners, and good nature, are 
daily facrinccd. 

The vulgar diftinQion between people of Birth and 
people of no Birth will, probably, puzzle the critics and 
antiquarians of the thirtieth or fortieth centuries, when, 
to their judicious or laborious researches into the cn- 
ftoms and manners of thcfe prefent times, they (hall have 
reafon to fuppofe, that in the fifteenth, feventeeth, and 
eighteenth centuries, the ifland of Great Britain was in- 
habited by two forts of people, fome born t but the much 
greater number unborn. The fait will appear fo incre- 
dible that it will certainly be believed ; the only dif- 
ficulty will be how to account for it ; and that, as it 
commonly does, will engrofs the attention of the learn- 
ed. The cafe of Cadmus's men wili,<loubt!efs, be urged 
as a cafe in point, to prove the poffibility of the thing- 
and the truth of it will be confirmed by the records of 
the univerfity of Oxford, where it will appear that an 
unborn perfon, called for that reafon Terra Filim % 
annually entertained that Univerfity with an oration in, 
the theatre. 

I therefore take, with pleafure, this opportunity of 
explaining and clearing up this difficulty to my remoteft 
fucceftbrs in the republic of letters, by giving them the 
true meaning of the feveral expreifions of great Birth, 
noble Birth, and no Birth at afi. 

Great and illuftrious Birth is afcertained and authtn- 
Seated by a pedigree carefully preferved in the family, 
which takes at leaft an hour's time to unroll, and when 
unrolled, difclofes twenty intermarriages of valiant and 
puifont Geoffreys and Hildebrands, with as many chaftcf 
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and pious Blaunches and Mauds, before the Conqneft, 
aot without here and there a dafh of the Plantagenets. 
Bot if unfortunately the infolent worms mould have 
devoured the pedigree as well as the perfons of the il- 
lo&rious family, that defect may be fuppKed by the 
authentic records of the Herald's office, that ineftimable 
repofitary of good fenfc and nfeful knowledge. If this 
great Birth is graced with a peerage fo much the better; 
Sot if not, it is no great matter ; for being £o folid a 
good in itfclf, it wants no borrowed advantages, and is 
naqoefttonabiy the moft pleafing fentiment that a truly 
generous mind is capable of feeling. 

Noble Birth implies only a peerage m the family. 
Anceftors are by no means neceiiary for this kind of 
birth; the patent is the midwife of it, and the very fir ft 
defcent is noble* The family arms, however modern, 
are dignified by the coronet and mantle; but the family 
livery is fometimes, for very good reafons, laid a fide. 

Birth, fingly, and without an epithet, eitends, 1 can- 
not pofitrvely fay how far, but negatively, it flops 
where nfeful arts and induftry begin. Merchants, 
tradefmen, yeomen, farmers, and ploughmen, are not 
born, or, at leaft, in fo mean a way, as not to deferve 
that name ; and it is perhaps for that reafon that their 
mothers are faid to be delivered rather than brought 
to bed of them. But baronets, knights, and cfquires, 
faave the honour of being born. 

I mutt confefs that, before I got the key to this fa* 
ftionable language. I was a good deal puzzled myfelf 
with the dtfttnclion between Birth and no Birth ; and 
having no other guide than my own weak reafon, I 
toiftook the matter moft grofsly. 1 fooliihly imagined 
that <mell-bornt meant born with a found mind in a 
found body ; * healthy ftrong constitution, joined to a 
good heart and a good understanding 2 but I never 
ftjpt&ed thai, it could poffibly mean, the fluriveikd, 



*6 THE WORLD; tf'nf. 

taftelefs fruit of an old genealogical tree. I communi- 
cated, my doubts, and applied for information to my 
late worthy and curious friend the celebrated Mrs 
Kennon, whofe valuable collection of foffils and mine- 
rals lately fold fufficicntly proves, hef (kill and re- 
fearches in the mod recondite parts of nature. She, 
with that franknefs nnd humanity which were natural 
to her, affured me that it was all a vulgar error, in which, 
however, the nobility and gentry prided thenafelves: 
but that in truth (he had never obferved the children 
of the Quality to be wholeiomer and ftronger than 
others, but rather the contrary • which difference (he 
imputed to certain caufes which I (hall not here fpeci- 
fy. This natural (and, I dare fay, to the beft of her 
©bfervation, true) account confirmed me in my former 
philofophical error. But (till not thoroughly fatisfied 
with it, and thinking that there mud be fomething 
more in what was fo univerfally valoed, I determined 
to get fome farther information, by addreffing rayfelf 
to a perfoncfvaft, immenfe, prodigious Birth, and de* 
icended atavis regibus % with whom 1 have the honour 
of being acquainted. As he expatiates willingly upon 
that fubjedt, it was very eafy for me to fet him a-going 
•upon it, infomuch that, upon fome few.doubts which I 
humbly fuggefted to him, he fpoke to me in the follow- 
ing manner : 

*' I believe, Mr Fitz- Adam, you are not (for no body 
« is) ignorant of the antiquity of my family, which, by 
*•• authentic records, 1 can trace up to King Alfred", 
*« fome of whofe blood runs at this moment in my 
«< veins ; and 1 will not conceal from you that I find 
«« infinite inward comfort and fatisfadion in that re- 
<* flection. Let people of no Birth laugh as much as 
" they pleafe at thefe notions, they are not imagina* 
v ry; they are real, they are folrd; and whoever i$ 
** wU'horn is glad that -he is lb. A* merchant, a 
4 
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*« tradesman, a yeoman, a farmer, and ftich fort of 
** people, may perhaps have common hontfty and vul- 
•' flar virtues ; but take my word fof it, the more re- 
*' fined and generous feotitnents of honour* courage, 
€ * and magnanimity, can onl y flow in ancient and noble 
•* blood. What fhall animate a tradesman or mean* 
** born man to any great and heroic virtues ? Shall it 
*' be the examples of his anceftors ? he has none ; or 
" fhali it be that impure blood that rather ft agnates 
" than circulates in his veins ? No : Ancient Birth and 
•* Noble Blood are the only true fources of great vir- 
" tues. This truth appears even among brutes, who, 
• f we obferve, never degenerate, ejxept in cafes of mif- 
*« alliances with their inferiors. Are not the pedigrees 
" of horfes, cocks, dogs, Sec. carefully preferved, as 
9 the never-failing proofs of their fwtftnefs and cou- 
M rage I I repeat it again, Birth is an ineitimable ad- 
«« vantage, not to be adequately underftood but by 
•• thofe v*h© hare it.*' 

My friend was going on, and, to fay the truth, grow- 
ing dull, when I took the liberty of interrupting him, 
ny acknowledging that the cogency of his arguments* 
and the felf-evidcnco of his fads, had entirely removed 
all my doubts, and convinced me of the unfpeakable 
advantages of lllu&rioifs Birth; and, unfortunately, I 
added, toat my own vanity was greatly flattered by it, 
in comfequcncc of my being lineally defcended froni 
the firft man. Upon this my friend looked grave, 
and feemed rather dil'pieafed ; whether froth a fufpicion 
that I was jetting, or upon an apprehenfion that I meant 
to oiit-deicend him, I cannot determine ; for he content- 
ed himielf with faying, «* That is not a neceffary con^ 
•• feQuence neither, Mr Fiti-Adam, fince I have read 
** ibme where or other of Pre-adamites, which opinion 
" did not feem tc me an abfnrd on*J 9 
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Here I took my leave of him, and went home fall of 1 
reflections upon the aftonifhing powers of felf-love, that 
can extract comfort and pleafure from foch groundlefs, 
abfurd, and extravagant prejudices. In all other re- 
fpe&s my friend is neither a fool nor a madman, and 
can talk very rationally upon any rational fubject. 
But fuch is the inconfiftency both of the human mind 
and the human heart, that one muft not form a gene- 
ral judgment of either from one glaring error or one 
(tuning excellence. 
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THOUGH it is a general obfervation, that the 
actions of mankind commonly begin and end inr 
felf, yet, to an impartial perfon, who reads over with 
attention the advertifements in our public papers, it 
will appear that there are in (lances of public- fpirited- 
nefs in the prefent times that put to lhame every re- 
cord that can be produced in favour of times pad : and 
though I am forry to fay that thefe inftances are con- 
fined to one particular profelfion of men, yet the bene- 
fits that accrue from them are general and univerfal. 
Not to leave my readers in fufpenfe, the public-fpirited 
gentlemen 1 mean are the gentleman of the faculty \ or, 
as they more modeftly call themfelves, the prafi toners in 
phyjic. The difintcrefted zeal with which thefe gentle- 
men devote their labours to the good of mankind 
ought, I confefs, to be celebrated by much abler pens 
than mine ; and happy indeed is it that they themfelves 
feem to think fo, and have, therefore, done that juftice 
to their own merits which their warmeft advocates 
muft have defpaired of doing for them. 
The moli illuftricms Do&or de Cortefe, phyfician of 
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the oioft (event Republic of Venice, has abandoned his 
native country and friends, and with the no left illu- 
firious Doclor Tofcano, his colleague, has generoufly 
taken up his refidence in this metropolis, where dtfeafea 
and death fly before him. 

A phyfician of oar own nation challenges the regard 
of his countrymen, by politely and elegantly fetting 
forth in the daily papers, that " As nothing is more re- 
" pugnant to humanity than denying reliet to a fellow* 
** creature in mifery, applaufe furely is mod due to 
" thofe who, by long ftudy and great application, have 
'* extraded a medicine from the vegetable and mineral 
+ creation, that infallibly cures/' Sec. 

The truly difintercfted proprietor of the Old Iron Pear- 
tree Water, and its Salts, condefcends to do himfelf the 
juftice to acknowledge his great benevolence to man- 
kind, by prefacing his addrefs to the Public in the fol- 
lowing words, " That the Unhappy may know where 
" to apply for relief is the foil end of this advertife- 
* men*." 

The gentleman of much experience in phyfic, who 
has difcovered the celebrated lotion or warn that makes 
every body beautiful, tells us, " That, for the conveni- 
" ency of perfons of diftin&ion and the general good of 
" mankind, it is fold at Mr Foy's chtna-fhop, oppofite 
49 St James's palace." 

Who is there that can read that does not look with 
admiration and aftonifhment on the difinterefted bene- 
volence of thefe truly great perfons ? But when we 
confider a ftill greater inftance of pubjic-fpiritednefs ; 
when we think of that juftly-celebrated great man and 
phyfician, the incomparable Dr Taylor, who not fa- 
tisfied with reftoring the invaluable blefling of fight to 
every individual ofJiis blind countrymen, pays his cha- 
ritable vifits to every part of Europe, dealing light and 
•comfort to all nations: where (hall we find words to 
H 2 
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express the ideas we are filled with ? It is with great 
plea fare that I embrace this opportunity of congratu- 
lating his Hoiinefs the Pope, and their Eminences the 
Cardinals, on the arrival of that illuftrtotis perfon at 
Rome, of which the Daily Adverttfer thus particularly 
iuforms us. 

" Rome, December the 27th. The Chevalier Tay*- 
•* lor, celebrated medicine-oculift to their Imperial 
«« Majefties, to the Kings of Great Britani Pefcmd, 
'« Sweden, Denmark, and to all the Sovereign Princes 
«' in Europe, arrived a few weeks (ince in this capital 
«* from Mufcovy, and the morning after his arrival was 
" prefented to Ills Hoiinefs. From the reputation he 
•« has acquired here by the fuccefs he had with the 
" Princefies of Rufpuly, Juftinana, and with many 
?' other iiluftrious perfonages, together with a namber 
" extraordinary of the fubje&s of this country, the Pope 
« has not only been, pkaied to grant him three diffie- 
?' rent audiences, but has declared him, by patent, 
" medicine-oculift to his perfpn and court: and to give 
" him yet a greater mark of his favour, has caufed 
«« him to be made Chevalier of his court, to be received 
•< as a member of the Roman Senate, and fellow of the 
" Roman Untverfity. fne patents of thefe dignities, 
" .together with ail the others he has received from the 
" courts and univerfkies abroad, are in the hands of 
" his fon in London. By a lift it appears, that the 
«' Chevalier is now pliyfietan-oculift, (by patent)* to 
" fix crowned heads ; to near twenty fbvereign princes; 
" member of alrooft all the qniverfiites, academies, and 
" focieties of the learned in Europe ; that he is the 
" author of twenty-four different works that he has 
" wrote hfrofcif in. different languages, three of which 
f< are published m f talian : and to complete all, he was 
«« received as a member of the Umverfity of Padna by 
'« Ofder of the Senate of Venice, with diftincl appro- 
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" bation from the famous profcflbr Morgannl: and 
" thus crowned by the dignities he hit received from 
" the Court and Senate of Rome, the Chevalier will 
" direct his cottrfe through Italy, where he will end 
" his tour through all Europe/ 9 

I have tranferibed the whole of this adVertiferoenr, 
(which poffibly may not appear to be quite as accurate- 
ly worded as if drawn up by the Doctor himfelf), be- 
came I am defirous of refcuing from a perifoabJe newf- 
paper the authentic records of the dignities and ho- 
soars of the Chevalier Taylor. I cannot conceal from 
my readers that I have one melancholy thought upon 
this occafioa ; it is, that as moft of theie high honours 
have .been conferred upon the Chevalier by the catho- 
de princes, and particularly by his Holinefs the Pope, 
it is greatly to be feared that, from a principle of gra- 
titude, the Chevalier may poffibly have made them a 
compliment of his Preteftant faith. If my apprehenftons 
of this event- are groundlefs, how ought we to rejoice 
that fuch diftinguiftted titles are be ft owed, even by the 
enemies of our religion, upon one of our own country- 
men 1 

Indeed, as the principal bletfing of life is health, it is 
no wonder that princes arid great men are fo ready to 
reward with honours ail thole who are the infurers of 
it : and it is wich no fcnall fctUfaction that I fee thofe 
eminent phyficians, Doctor Rock, Doctor Weft, to- 
gether with a long et cxtera of doctors, who content 
themfelves with publishing their merits without their 
names, offering their feveral fpecifics to the Public un- 
der a patent from the Crown. 

But it is the diiinterefted fpint of thefe great per- 
fons, and not their honours, that I am at pre fen t cele- 
brating; and f take ihame to myfelf that, as an author, 
and, confequemly* aphyfician of the mind, I have been 
kfs careful in.fcttting forth either the excellency of jd? 
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labours, or in extending them as I ought to Jiave 
done to all forts of people. I had never confidered till 
very lately that the paper of the World, though it coft 
no more than twopence, and is publifhed but once a 
week, yet when continued to an hundred thou fan d 
numbers, or perhaps to the end of time, (for I Lave ta- 
ken care that the fecret of writing it (hall not die with. 
me), mud be too heavy a tax on tne generations of the 
poor. From a due confideration of this weighty affair, 
and influenced thereto by the noble and difinterefted fpi- 
rit of my brethren the doctors, I have directed nay good 
friend Mr Dodfley to bind up, in three neat pocket vo- 
lumes, the aggregate of thefe my labours, for the years 
one thoufand feven hundred fifty-three, and one thoufand 
feven hundred fifty-four, and to diftribute the faid vo- 
lumes among all the book fellers of this great metropo- 
lis, to be fold by them to-morrow, and for ever, at fb 
fmall a price as three (hillings a volume. And I have 
the pleafure of declaring, with, equal truth with the 
proprietor of the Old Iron Pear-tree Water and its 
Salts, " that to relieve the unhappy is the full end of 
*' this publication." - 

For the great utility of thefe incomparable volumes, 
I might refer the reader to the praifes I have almoft 
every where be do wed upon them in the volumes them- 
felves, though, I confefc, not altogether in fo ample a 
manner as their merits required. I might alfo have pre- 
fented him with a lift of atteftations, fent me under the 
hands and feals of mod of the principal nobility of 
thefe kingdoms, fetting forth their marvellous effects 
on their morals and underftandings : but as thefe atte- 
ntions would have made a much larger work than the 
volumes themfelves, I thought it prudent to omit them. 
In fact, nothing need be faid of thefe books but that 
they are an eafy, pleafant, and infallible cure for every 
diforder of the human mind. 
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I had written thus far when I received a vifit from 
a friend, who, upon my acquainting him with the public* 
fpiritcd fcheme which I have laid before my readers, 
fhook his head, and told me, that an author of his ac- 
quaintance had greatly out-done me in generality ; of 
which he could convince me in an hour's time. He then 
left me abruptly, without fo much as waiting for an 
anfwer, and in lefs than the time propofed fent me the 
following advertifement, cut out of a newfpaptr. " This 
day was publUhed, Nurfe Truelove's new-year's gift ; or, 
" The book of books for children, adorned with cuts, 
" and defigned as a prefent for every little boy who 
11 would become a great man, and ride upon a fine horfe ; 
" and to every little girl who would become a great 
" woman, and ride in a Lord Mayor's gilt coach. Print* 
" ed for the author ; who has ordered thefe books to 
* be given gratis to all little good boys and girls, at 
" the Bible and Crown in St Paul's Church-yard, they 
" paying for the binding, which is only two- pence 
" each book." 

I confefs very freely that the gcnerofity of thie adver- 
tifement put me a little out of countenance ; buc as I 
pique myfelf upon nothing fo much as my benevolence 
to mankind, I foon came to a resolution not to be out* 
.done by this public-fpirited gentleman; and I hereby 
give notice, that the above-mentioned three volumes of 
the World, together with a very elaborate index to each, 
(all of which were, I confefs, intended to be fold), will 
now be given graft s at every bookfellcr's (hop in town, 
to all forts of perfons, «< they only paying nine ihil- 
" lings for the binding," 
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Numb. u£. Thursday, March ao, 1755. 

" Perfonam, thyvftunque tencnt, et fubligar Acci." 
In borrow'd breeches a& the players 'parts* 

To Mr Fitz-Adam. 
Si r, 

1A M left guardian to three young ladies* whofe 
father was my intimate acquaintance at the time he 
made his addreffes to their late mother : and I very well 
remember he could not obtain admittance till he bad 
firft procured himfelf the ornament of a ftar and ribbon, 
and would never have gained the lady but from the 
happy thought of adding another lace to his liveries. 
As it appeared to me that his fuccefs was owing to tbefe 
exteriors, I conceived no great opinion of the good fenfe 
of his lady ; but as (he made my friend a good wife, I 
^effected that (he might juftly be influenced by the ribbon, 
as it marked the confequence of her lover, and by the 
additional lace, as it feemed to befpeak his riches. It 
is, however, (till a doubt with me, whether (he ever felt 
a fincere paffion for the man (he married ; and what in* 
creafes this doubt is, that I could never difcover in either 
of her daughters any fymptoms of what I can proper); 
call love. The eldeft, who reads romances, is continually 
profeQing a fincere difpofition to requite (after a pro* 
per time) the pains of one who (hall enterprise, fight, 
flarve, or catch cold for her. The fecond would be 
happy with a fcarecrow, who, with the dignity of a title, 
fhould difcover what (he calls a tafte, in tricking out his 
per fon with embroidery, laces, jewels, and trinkets. The 
third would never defire to fee the object of her paffionj 
1 
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provided fhe might receive reams of paper filled with 
flames, dares, arrows, and fuch miffive weapons, which 
do moft execution from a diitance. Laft week my three 
wards came into my room dcfiring leave to go to the next 
mafquerade. I gave a hafty content, imagining there 
could be no danger for ladies whom 1 knew to be fafe on 
the fide of love; but fince 1 have recollected my thoughts, 
1 am apprehenfive that the eldeft maybe caught byiorae 
ananturler, with founding language and a romantic ha* 
bit ; the fecond by a Turkilh emperor not worth ten 
chequins; and the youngeft by a fmooth-tongued flatter- 
ing poet, who when he has pulled off his borrowed 
habit of a (hepherd has perhaps no other to put on. 

You will not be furpri fed, after this reprefentatiqn, 
to hear me complain of the diftrefs my promife has 
brought upon me ; but as I never break my word wit,]* 
them, I muii for once truft them to their fate. But I 
cannot forbear entreating you, while the impreffion is 
ftrong in my rafli mind, to write a paper on the dan- 
gerous confequences which thefe fantaflic diverfions 
may bring upon young people, by giving a wild and 
extravagant turn to their imaginations. You will per- 
haps wonder to hear the effects which my confent has 
already produced. This morning I found the eldeft of 
my young ladies drelfed out, as (he told me, in the 
character of Cyrus, in a fuit of Perfian armour of her 
own contrivance. The fecond, who is of a large fize, 
and has contracted a remarkable unwieldinefs by the 
ftate (he obferves, in never moving off her couch, was, 
at the fame time, under the hands of one of the dancers 
at the theatre, who was lacing her up in a habit made 
after that which (lie wears herfelf in one of her fe- 
rious dances. The youngeft was a mufe, and expreffed 
great fatisf acVion in the negligent flow of her robe, but 
complained that the had not fettled her head. I could 
not help faying I was Jbrry I had contributed my pare 
Mums 111. i 
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to the unfettling it. This was very ill received; whicfcr 
indeed I might have for e fee n, as well from the oppo- 
fit ion which it implied to her diverfion as beeaufe the/ 
mufe, of all things in the world, detefts a pun. 
• This, Mr Fits-Adam, is a very ominous beginning* 
of an affair, which I am afraid will have a worfe end. If 
io be attended with any of the confequences which £ 
apprehend, you (hall hear farther from me; in the 
mean time, i hope to hear from you on this fubjeel, 
and am, 

Sir, 

Your humble fcrvant, 

Prudentiov 

As I have received no farther intelligence from this 
correfpondent, and as it is now near a month fmce this 
letter came to hand, I am apt to think that none of 
thofe dreadful conferences have happened whieh he 
fo greatly apprehended, and that the three ladies efca- 
ped without any other accident than now and then a 
laugh at their affectation. 

1 muft eonfefs I am one of tbbfe who think a maf~ 
querade an innocent amufement, and that people have 
long fince left off going to it with any defign cither 
good or bad : not that the vices objected to it are left 
off, but that they are carried on with lefs difficulty in 
other places, and without the fttfpicion that would at- 
tend them there. And I may venture to fay, if people 
will keep from the dangers of the gaming-table, they 
will run no other hazard at the mafquerade than that 
of making themfelves ridiculous. I will go dill farther, 
by protefting a gam ft the injuftice of charging this di- 
version in particular with the mifchtefs of play, or the 
affected follies mentioned in my correfpondent'* letter* 
by fuppofing that the men game higher, or that the women 
drefs more fantaftically, in the Hay-market than elfe- 
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wjiere. That it is an unprofitable amuiemenr, and not 
worthy the anxiety and pains that are ufually bellowed 
upon it, I very readily acknowledge, but have nothing 
farther to fay againft it. 

And here I cannot help obferving, for the informa- 
tion of the declaimer again ft the prefent timet, that our 
anceftors beftowed more thought and trouble on their 
elaborate fooleries of this kind than their pofterity have 
done fmce ; and that they were fomctimes attended with 
pore dangerous conferences. Witnefe the famous 
BaUt des Ardent t where Charles VI. of France and fc ve- 
ra! young gentlemen of his court, in order to reprefent 
kvages, endeavoured to imitate hair* by (licking flax 
upon their clofe jackets of canvas, which were befmcar* 
*dfor that pnrpofe with pitch and other inflammable 
matter ; and all, excepting the King, chained themfelves 
together fo faft, that a fpark of Ere from a flambeau 
falling upon one of their drefles burnt two of them to 
death before they could be feparatcd, and fcorched the 
ethers fo that the greateft part of them died in a few 
days. 

Henry VIII. was the firft who brought thefe di- 
ycrfions into England ; and as they were very amufmg 
from their novelty, they were frequently exhibited in 
that reign with great fuccefs. It is perhaps to a build- 
ing ereded by that Monarch for an occafional mafque- 
«de that the firft idea of Ranejagh owes its birth. It 
^illnot, I believe, be denied that the modern Ranelagh 
tf rather an improvement upon the old one ; a descrip- 
tion of which, together with the.difafter that befel it, 
is thus particularly fee forth by the hiftorian of thofe 
times. 

" The King caufed to bebuilded a banqueting- houfe, 

u tight hundred feet in compafs, like a theatre, after a 

"goodly device, builded in fuch a manner as (I think) 

ft was never feep, And in the midft of the fame ban* 

J 2 ' 
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•« queting-houfe was fct op a great pillar of tira|)£r, 
•' made of eight great mafts, bound together with' iron 
•• bands for to hold them together : for it was a hun- 
•• dred and thirty-four feet in length, and c oft fu pounds 
" thirteen (hillings and four- pence to fet it upright. 
" The banqueting-houfe was covered over with canvas, 
€C fattened with ropes and iron as faft as might be deviled ; 
" and within the faid houfe was painted the heavens, 
" with ftars, fun, moon, and clouds, with divers other 
•' things made above over men's heads. And about 
41 the high pillar of timber that ftood upright in the 
•« midft was made ftages of timber for organs and other 
" instruments to (land upon, and men to play on them. 
g< But in the morning of the fame day wherein the 
" building was accompanied the wind began to rife, 
" and at night blew off the canvas, and all the elements* 
" with the ftars, fun, moon, and clouds; and all the 
*' King's feats that were made with great riches, betides 
*' all other things, were all dalhed and loft. ? * 

Thus fell the firft Ranelagh, tho' built (according to 
this hiftorian) as ftrong as could be devifed. Themo^ 
dern Ranelagh has proved itfelf to be' a wronger build- 
ing, having as yet been affe&ed by no ft of ms but thole 
of the legislature: and (if our magiftrateshad thought 
proper) we might ftill have challenged all Europe to 
fhow us the diverfion of a mafquerade in the perfection 
with which it was there exhibited, either for the fpaci- 
oufnefs of the room, the beauty of the ladies, the fplen- 
dour of their jewels, or the elegance of their habits. That 
the choice of the latter may no' longer be a torture to 
the invention, or occafion the fame hurry, embarraff- 
ment, and disappointment, that lam told have happened 
* on fome late occafions, it may be proper to take notice, 
that my ingenious and accurate friend Mr JtfFerys of 
St Martin's Lane is now engraving fclectreprefentatjons 
of the moft approved modes of di efs of all thofe nations 
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who have difcovered either tafte or fancy in that fcience. 
And 1 hope that in this undertaking he will acquit him* 
feif as well to the polite world as lie has to the com- 
mercial, by the great care and pains he has beftowed 
in ascertaining the geography of thofe parts of the globe 
with which this country is moft particularly connected, 
and which may Sometimes furnifh topics for converfation 
to the full as entertaining as the moft earned prepara- 
tions for a fubfeription mafquerade. 

Numb. 117. Thursday, March 27, 1755. 

" In nori fert animus." Ovid. 

Of bodies chang'd to various forms I fing. Garth, 

fT^HERE is, perhaps.no paflion which more ftrongly 
JL marks the general character of mankind, which 
operates more forcibly, or actuates more universally, 
than the defire of Noyelty. Its effects appear confpicu- 
ous in proportion as every age or nation is advanced 
in thofe refinements which are the natural cpnfequence 
nf an extenfive incercourfe with other countries, and 
of wealth, Security, and eafe, under the lenity of a free 
government. 

The Athenians, the mod polifhed natjon in all anti- 
quity, and who enjoyed thefe advantages inthehigheft 
degree, were, if we may truft their own writers, as paf- 
fionately fond of the Something New as my owncountry- 
jnen can poflibly be; nay, far exceeded them: for how- 
ever great may be Lhe expenSe to which we have pulhed 
our invention of freih objects for the public amufement, 
yet we mud yield the Superiority, no lefs in extravagance 
than we do in tafte, to a people, who expended the trea- 
sure which was deftined to clothe and feed an army, 
or to man a. fleet, on diverfions and entertainments at 
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home. It may furprife forac of our gayeft Moderns to 
inform them, that without ridottos, mafquerades, and 
operas, the charge only of a&ing three tragedies of So* 
phocJes amounted to the fum total of thefupplies raifccf 
for the fervice of the republic in a general war. 

The paffion for. novelty, as it a#s on different fub- 
je&s, has very different conCequences. When religion 
or government are ks objects, it is the fource of muft 
terrible evils. New men and new models have, been. 
the dread of the wifeft politicians; and when things 
are tolerably well, to maintain them upon the old 
footing has been generally thought £he fafeft maxim 
f»r the happin efe of the community. Too great a de- 
fire of novelty, either in the governed or in the go- 
verning, has often diHurbed the peace of kingdoms. 
When it goes no farther than to decide the jirefs of the 
perfon, or the ornaments of our equipage, all is fafe ; 
its higheft degree of excefs wiU then only afford a fub- 
ject of ridicule. A fraart-cook'd hat or embroidered 
fleeve, a ftiort petticoat or well-fancied furbelow, will nei- 
ther endanger the church nor embroil the ftate. The par* 
fuit indeed of fuch kind of novelties may rather occa (ion 
many advantages to the public, while that vanity which 
is abfurd in the particular is ufeful in the general. No- 
velty and fafhion are the fource and fupport of trade, by 
conftantly fupplying matter for the employment of in- 
duftry. By increafing the wants they increafe the coo* 
nexions of mankind; and fo long as they do not, by 
too great an extravagance, defeat their own end, in dis- 
abling the rich from paying the reward of that induftry 
to the poor, they anfwer excellent -purpofes to fociety. 

Not only the improvements of every invention for the 
convenience and eafe of life, but even of thofe which 
conftitute its real ornament, are owing to this deflre 
of novelty. Yet here, too, we may grow wanton ; and 
•Nature feems to have fet us bounds which we cannot 
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1 pals without running into great abfurdities. Tor the 
very principle which has contributed to the perfection 
of the finer arts may become the caufe of their degcne- 
racy and corruption. The fearch of the Something 
New has, ftep by ftep, conducted mankind to the difco- 
very of all that is truly beautiful in thofe arts ; and the 
fame fearch (for the defirc of novelty never (tops) al* 
ready begins to urge us beyond that point to which a 
joft tafte mould always confine itfelf. 

Hence it is that mufical compofition ceafes to be ad- 
mired merely for touching the paffioss, and for changing 
the emotions of the heart from the foft to the ftrong, 
from the amoroos to the fierce, or from the gay to the 
melancholy, and only feems to be then con fide red as 
highly excellent when it imprefies us with the idea of 
difficulty in the execution. 

Images unnatural and unconnected, and a ftyle quaint 
and embarraAed with its own pomp, but void of mean- 
ing and fentimem, will always be the confequence of 
endeavouring, in the fame way, to introduce a new 
tafte into poetry. Hence it will become vehement with- 
out ftrength, and ornamented without beauty; and the 
native warm and foft winning language of that amiable 
miftrefs will ceafe to pleafe her more judicious lovers 
by an affectation of pleafing only in a new manner. 

Strange as it may appear that this fhould find admirers, 
yet it is not any more to be wondered at than the ap- 
plaufe which is fo fondly given to Chinefe decorations; 
or to the barbarous productions of a Gothic genius, 
which feems once more Co threaten the ruin of that fim- 
plicity which diftinguifhed the Greek and Roman arts, 
as eternally fuperior to thofe of every other nation. 

Few men are endued with a juft tafte; that is, with 
an aptitude to difcover what is proper, fit, and right, 
and, confequently, beautiful, tonne feveral objects which 
ofler therafelves to th«ir view. Though beauty in thefe 
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external objects, like truth in thofe of the under (landing, 
is felf-evident and immutable, yet, like truth, it may be 
feen pcrverfely, or not at. all, becaufe not con lid e red. 
Now, all men are equally (truck with the novelty of aa 
appearance, but few, after tbrs firft emotion, call in 
their judgment to correct the decifion of their eye, and 
to tell them whether the pleafure they feel has any other 
caufe than mere novelty. It is certain that a frequent 
review and comparing of the fame objects together would 
greatly improve an indifferent tafte ; and that hardly 
any one would be unable to determine, when once ac- 
customed to fueh an attention, whether the proportions 
of architecture, taken from the theatre of Marcel I us at 
Rome,, or from the Emperor of China's palace at Pekin, 
produced the mod agreeable forms. 

The prefent vogue of Chinefe and Gothic architec- 
ture has, befides its novelty, another caufe of its good 
receptioB, which is, that there is no difficulty in being 
merely whimftcal. A fpirk capable of entering into 
ail the beauties of antique (kuplioity is the portion of 
minds ufed to reflection, and the reiult of a corrected 
judgment; but here all men are equal. A manner 
confined to no rules cannot fail of having the crowd of 
imitators in its party, where novelty is the fole criterion 
of elegance. It is no objection that the very end of 
all building is forgot ; that all reference to ufe and cli- 
mate, all relation of one proportion to another, of the 
thing fupporting to the thing fupported, of the accef- 
fory to the principal, and of the parts to the whole, is 
often entirely fubverted. 

The paintings which, like the architecture, conti- 
nually revolt againft the truth of things, as little, furely, 
deferve the name of elegant* Falfe lights, falfe (hadows, 
falfe perfpetf ive and proportions, gay colours without 
that gradation of tints, that mutual variety of enlight- 
ened and darkened objedb which relieve and give force 
4 
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to each other, at the fame time that they give repofe 
to the eye, in (hort, every incoherent combination of 
forms in Nature, without expreflion and without mean* 
ing, are the eflentials of Chinefe painting. 

As this Chinefe and Gothic fpirit has begun to de- 
form fome of the fined Greets in this capital, whenever 
an academy (houldbe founded for the promoting the arts 
of fculptore, painting, and architecture, fome fcheme 
fhould be thought of at the fame time to difcourage the 
encroachment of this pretended elegance; and an AntU 
Chinefe fociety will be a much more important inftitu- 
tion in the world of arts than an Anti-Gallican in that 
of politics. A correfpondent of mine, I dare fay, would 
. be glad to be a member of it, if we may be allowed to 
judge of his fentiments from the following letter. 

Mr Fitz-Adam, 

I am married to a lady of great fortune, of which, 
as I had little or none myfelf, the has referved the foie 
difpofition to her own management by the marriage- 
articles. She is palBonately fond of novelty, and changes 
her drefs and furniture as often almoft as (he does her 
temper. In (hort, every thing about her is a proof of 
her mutability. She has not more new head-drefTes in a 
year than new words, which (he is perpetually coining, 
becaufe (he would pafs for a wit. The unihtelligibility 
of her dialed: occanons fome times great confuuon in 
the family ; and her acquaintance no fooner begin to 
underftand her than (he changes her phrafeology, and 
they are puzzled again by a new mode of expreflion. 
She came home the other morning from a vifit in rap- 
tures with Lady Fiddlefaddle's Chinefe dreffing-room ; 
fince which we have had molt terrible revolutions. Her 
grandfather, who left her every thing, was a man cele- 
brated for his tafte ; but his fine collection of pictures 
by the bed Italian mailers is now converted into Indian 
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paintings ; and the beautiful vafes, bufls, and ftatues r 
which he brought from Italy, are £ang into the garret 
as* lumber, to make room for great bellied Chinefe pa- 
gods, red dragons, andthereprelentationofthenglieff 
monftcrs that ever, or rather never, exiftecU This ex- 
travagance is not confined within doors. The garden i* 
filled with whimfkal buildings at a prodigious expenfe ; 
with fummer-houfes without fhade, and with temples 
that feem to be dedicated to no other denies than the 
winds. 'If by reading your paper (he (oould be per* 
leaded to leave off every Chtnefe fafliion but that of 
pinching feet and not ftirring abroad, I (hould think my* 
Jelf a happy man, and very much, Mr Fitz-Adam, 

i Your obliged humble fervant, 

Numb, 118. Thursday, April 3, 1755. 

" Viclnas nrbas dit." tf<,r v 

Now gives the neighbouring towns its tomus grain. . Frmm* 

INSTEAD of lamenting that it ir my lot to live in 
an age when virtue, fenfe, conversation, air private 
and public affections, are totally fwailowed up by the 
fingle predominant paffion of gaming, I endeavour to 
divert my concern by turning my attention to the 
manners of the times, where they happen to be more 
elegant, more natural, or more generally ufefal, than 
thofe of preceding ages* I am particularly pfeafed 
with confidering the progrefe which a juft tafte and 
real good fenfe have made in the modern mode of 
gardening. This faience is at prefent founded on fuch 
noble and liberal principles, that the very traveller 
now receives more advantages from the embellifhments 
he rides by than the vifitor did formerly, when art 
and privacy were the only ideas annexed to a garden. 
- The modern art of laying out ground (for fo we 
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craft call it, till a new name be adopted to esprefe fo 
complicated an idea) has fprcad fo widely, and its pro* 
tince is become fo extenfive, as to takeiaaJI the advan- 
tages of gardening and agriculture. If we look back 
to antiquity, we £all find the gardens of Alekions in 
Homer, and the paintings of rural fccnery in Virgil, 
liardly to correfpond with the genius of the poets, or 
the beatitude they have placed in them. The villas 
of Cicero and Pliny, which they have fo affectionately 
defcrtbed, do not raife our admiration* A favourable 
afpecx, variety of porticoes and (hades of plane-trees, 
feena to be their greateft merit. Their fuccefibrs in that 
happy climate have made their gardens repositories for 
ftatoes, bas-relievos, urns, and whatever is by them en- 
titled virtu; the dtfpofitionoi which ornaments, together 
with fome ftraight walks of ever-green oaks, and tricks 
in water, complete their fyftem. 

In France the genius of Le Nature would probably 
siave (hown itfelt in more beautiful productions than 
the Thnilleries and VerfaiHes, had it not been tbackled 
by lines and regularity, and had not elegance and tafte 
been over-laid by magnificence. 

. This forced tafte, aggravated by fome Dutch acqui- 
sitions, for more than half a century deformed the face 
of Nature in this country, though Jeveral of our beft 
writers had conceived nobler ideas, and prepared the 
way for thofe improvements which have fince followed. 
Sir William Temple, in his gardens of Epicurus, expa- 
tiates, with great pleafure, on that at More Park in 
•Hertfordfliire; yet, after he had extolled it as the pat- 
tern of a perfect garden for ofe, beauty, and magnifi- 
cence* he rifes to nobler images, and, in a kind of pro- 
phetic fpirit, points out a higher ftyle, free and uncon» 
fined. The prediction is verified upon the fpot ; and it 
feems to have been the peculiar deftiny of that delight- 
ful place to have palled through all the transforma* 
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tions and modes of tafte, having exercifed the genius 
of the mod eminent artifts fucceilively, and ferving as 
a model of perfection in each kind. The bound left 
imagination of Milton, in the fourth Book of Paradifc 
Loft, (truck out a plan of a garden, which I would pro- 
pofe for the entertainment and inftruction of my rea- 
ders, as containing all the views, objects, and ambition, 
of modern defigning. 

It is the peculiar happinefs of this age to fee thefe 
juft and noble ideas brought into practice, regularity 
•banilhed, profpects opened, the country called in, Na- 
ture refcued and improved, and Art decently concealing 
herfelf under her own perfections. 

I enlarge upon this fubject, becaufe I would do jus- 
tice to our nobility and men of fortune, who, by a fea- 
fonable employment'of the poor, have made this their 
private amufement a national good. It is notorious 
that, in the feafon of the harveft, the fcarcity of hands 
to gather in the fruits of the earth is fo great that few 
of our farmers can find men to do their work for three 
months, unlefs tbey can keep them in employment the 
other nine. Here the new mode of gardening comes 
in greatlyl f to the affiftance of the labourer ; and as it 
confifts chiefly in the removal of earth, the whole qpfy 
goes directly to his fupport. 

It has been the conftant cry of all politicians and 
writers on trade,, that taxes {hould be laid on luxury. 
How happy is it that luxury (hould take fo large a 
Ihare in the payment of that tax which lyes mod heavy 
on the prefent times ! I mean the poor's rate. Our 
manufacturers* it muft be granted, are of the greateft 
national benefit, infomuch as they maintain multitudes 
of families, which all the private fortunes in a country 
would be inefficient to fuppftrt :,but the fact is, that 
-in the harveft feafon there is always the greateft fcarcity 
of hufbandmen in thofe countries where manufactures 
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are mod known to flouriftj; and it is alfo a fact, that 
.our manufactures afford no fupport to the hufbandmaa 
in die other feafons: fo that 1 know of nothing that 
can procure to him the neccffaries of life in the winter 
but the judicious allotment of that uncomfortable fea- 
fon to the works above mentioned, which are now car* 
rying on with vigour in almoft every part of England, 
1 nroft alfo do our men of tafte the ju ftice to acknow* 
ledge, that they have been the chief promoters even of 
oar manufactures. One of the 6r ft em belli (hers of the gar- 
dens in the prefent mode was the fame nobleman who 
eftablilhed the looms for carpets at Wilton. In the North 
whole countries have been civilized, induftry encouraged, 
and variety of manufactures inftituted, by the magnifi- 
cent charity of the noble perfon, who, among the Jcaft 
of his perfections, mud be allowedto be the be ft planter 
in Europe. And if ever this country (bould boaft the 
eftablifbrnent of the art of weaving tapeftry, (he will be 
beholden to the fame Royal hand to which (he owes (if 
I may name it after the exalted bleflings of Liberty and 
Peace) the adorning Windfor Park, 

Whatever may have been, reported, whether truly 
or falfely, of the Chinefe gardens, it is certain that we 
are the firft of the Europeans who haye founded this 
tafte ; and we have been fo fortunate in the genius of 
thofe who have h«d the direction of fome of our fineft 
fpots of ground, that we may now boaft a fuccefs equal 
to that profufion of expenfe which has. been deftined 
to promote the rapid progrefs of this happy enthufiafm. 
Our gardens are already the aftoniftiment of foreigners, 
and, in proportion as they accuftom themfelves to con- 
sider and underftand them, will become their admiration. 
And as the good tafte of our writers has lately invited 
the literati (rota all parts of Europe to vifit us, this 
other tafte will greatly contribute to make the growing 
fafhion of travelling to England more general j and, by 
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this means, we may hope to fee part of thole fmns brought 
back again which this country has been from year to 
year fo unprofitable drained of. 

Bat to fet this fcience in the ftrongeft light of a po- 
litical benefit, let ns confider what pains have been nn~ 
fuccefsfully taken, for many years paft, by the beft pa- 
triots of Spain to introduce not only manufactures, hat 
even agriculture itfclf, among the ftarving inhabitants. 
Thefe conceited Quixotes, who pleaie themfelves with 
boaftingjthat the fun is continually enlightening fome 
part of their dominions, are (b farisfied with this im? 
portant reflection, that they (eem to defire no other 
advantage from his beams. Uftarix, their lateft and 
beft writer on commerce, has beftowed whole pages 
in defcribing the wretched condition of families, the 
mortality of weakly children, the prefent race uielefs, the 
growing hope cut off, and all this becaufe the inhabi- 
tants cannot be perfuaded to ufe the moft obvious means 
for their fuflenance and prefervation, the tilling of the 
earth. Yet there is a way to induce even the prondeft 
Spaniard to apply himfelf earneftly to the cultivation, of 
his country; I mean, by the force of example. If the gran- 
dees would make it a fafhion ; if they would talk, as 
one may frequently hear the firft men of this nation, of 
the various methods of improving land, and pique them* 
felves upon their fuccefs in hufbandry, the imitative 
pride of the yeoman might be nfefully turned into an- 
other channel. He would be ambitious of having his 
fields as green as thofe of his neighbour ; # he would then 
take his (lately ftrides at the tail of his plough, and 
(as Addifon fays of Virgil) " throw about his dung 
'< with an air of majefty." He would then find a no- 
bler ufe for the breed of cattle than the romantic pur- 
pofe of a buli-feaft; and his vanity, thus properly direct- 
ed, would, in a few years, make his country the fine$ 
garden in the univerfc. 
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If the noble Duke who clothed the fands or Clare- 
roont with fucb exquifite verdure had made the fame 
glorious experiment in Spain, he would have brought 
no left riches, and much more happinefs, to that nation 
than the eonqaefts of Philip, or the difeoveries of Co* 
fombus- 



Numb. 119. Thursday, April 10, 1755. 

" dan&ias his animal, meodfaoe capsrios altae 

*• Oecrmt adhoc, et quod dorainari in caetera poffit." Ovid. 

A creature of a more exalted kind 

Was wanting yet, and then was man deSgVJ, 

Cbafciow of thought, of store capacious breaJt, 

F«r empire fona*d, and fit to role the rea\ 

IT has been hinted to me, fince the publication of my 
laft week's paper upon gardening, that while I am 
acknowledging the merit of the Great in making that 
fcience ufefiil to their poor neighbours and the public, 
I forget to make mention of thofe liberal geniufes un- 
der whofe immediate direction all thefe improvements 
are carried on, while their benevolent patrons are em- 
ployed in other fervices to their country in its- capita!. 
And as I am never backward in doing jufticeto men of. 
merit, I have devoted this paper to the celebration of 
the extenfive and various talents which the alrooft om- 
nifeknt profeflbrs of gardening may fo juftly boaft. 

The good old Englifb nobleman or country fqoire, 
whofe delight was a garden, ufed to take from the tail 
of the plough a fet of animals whom he confidercd as 
beings of the fame order with thofe who drew it ; and 
letting them to work by the garden line, was far from 
thinking what they were" to do could be of importance 
enough ui require his attention : therefore leaving them 
to lean over their fpades, and fettle their fever al plans 
for poaching, wood-ftcalmg, (kittle-playing, and pialra- 
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tinging, he went and enjoyed himfelf with his dogs and 
horfes : but fince we have laid afide that plain and 
eafy direction, " Follow the ftraight line,*' and have in 
its ftead fubftttuted that exceeding difficult one, " Fol- 
low Nature," the above mentioned animals have never 
been trufted a moment to themfelves, but have had at 
creature of a fuperior kind fet over them, whofe office 
isbcft explained by the fco Hoping- wheel in the machines 
for turning, which is continually putting the others out 
of their courfe, and preventing them from making cir- 
cles, or any other regular figures. 

This office is of late grown fo refpeclable that the 
true adept in it may juftly be flyied the high-prieft of 
Nature, But it is not Nature alone that he ftudies; 
all arts are inveftigated by his comprebenfive genius. 
He muft be well acquainted with optics, hydroftatics, 
mechanics, geometry, trigonometry, &c. ; and fince it has 
been thought neceftary to embelilh rural fcenes with all 
the varieties of architecture, from fmgle pillars and 
obelifks, to bridges, ruins, pavilions, and even cables and 
churches, it is not enough for our profeflfor to be as 
knowing as Solomon in all the fpecies of vegetables, 
from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyfiop on the wall ; 
he muft alfo rival that monarch in building as well as 
his other talents. A knowledge of optics enables him 
to turn every deceptio vifus to advantage. Hydroftatics 
are moft immediately neceflary, fince it is decreed that 
every place muft have a piece of water; and as every piece 
of water muft have a boat of a particular contrivance, 
mechanics come in to his affiftance ; and he is carried 
over the glaify furface by fnakes, birds, dolphins, dra- 
gons, or whatever elfe he pleafes. The application of 
trigonometry is obvious ; and if your gardens continue 
.to increafe in extent, in the fame proportion that they 
have done lately, geometry will be foon called in to 
meafure a degree of the earth upon the great lawn* 
4 
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Bat fuch extenfion of property cannot be acquired with* 
out a turn for die law, and a knowledge of all the va- 
riety of tenures, forfeitures, ejectments, and writs of 
Ad quod damnum. Statuary and painting are fiftef 
arts ; but our general lover has poflefled them both in 
fpite of their confanguinity. And as for Poetry, tho' 
he knows her to be the greateft jilt in the univerfe, he 
has made an attempt upon her under every tree that 
has a broad ftem and a froooth bark. A knowledge of 
Latin is needful to judge of the effect of an infcription; 
and Greek, Phoenician, Tufcan, and Perfic, are orna- 
ments to a ruin. 

Happy is the man of fortune, who has fuch a director 
to influence and guide his tafte, as the demon of Socrates 
is (aid to have continually accompanied thatphilofopher 
to regulate his morals. Milton very humouroufly de- 
fcribes a man who, without having the inward call, was 
deiirous of being thought as religious as the reft of his 
neighbours of thofe times. " This man," fays he, " finds 
" himfelf out fome factor, to whofe care and credit he 
" may commit the whole managing of his religious 
" affairs ; fome divine of note and eft imation ; and makes 
" the perfon of that man his religion. He entertains 
" him, lodges him : his religion comes home at night, 
" prays, is liberally fupped, and fomptuoufly laid 
" afleep ; rifes, is faluted, and after being well break- 
" failed Bis religion walks abroad, and leaves the kind 
*' entertainer in the (bop, trading all day without hit 
" religion" Juft in this manner does the mere man of 
falhioa in thefe times think it neceffary to have a Tafte; 
but though he does not commonly carry his Tafte about 
him, he is feldom fo imprudent as to take any fteps in, 
his garden without bis Tafte* 

In an age fo liberal of new names, it fcems extraorv 
binary that thefe untverfal connoifleors have as yet ob- 
tained no title of honour or dtitinctiotu This may help 
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me to crown their panegyric with a word on their mo* 
defty ; for to that alone mud we attribute their having 
fo long been without one ; efpecially as they might as 
eafily have immortalized their own names as any of the 
ancient fages, who called their profeffion after theoa- 
felves, the Pythagorean, Platonic, or Epicurean philo- 
fophy. Nor have they fhown lefs modefty in their ex- 
pectation of returns for their ineftimable fervice, as will 
appear upon a comparifpn of their rewards with thofe 
of the ancient artifts. 

Mandrocles, who built the famous bridge over the 
Bofphorus at the command of Darius, was rewarded 
by that monarch with a crown, and ten times the coll 
of that expenfive undertaking ; whereas a tenth of the 
expenfe rs reckoned a modern job ; and no artift in our 
memory has afpired to any higher honour than that of 
' knighthood. The next great work we read of was 
the canal of Mount Athos, for which it was impoffible 
that the director mould receive any other than an ho- 
norary reward, becaufe he died as foon as it was finifhed. 
His name was Artachaeus ; he was in ftature the tailed 
of all the Perfians, and his voice ftronger than that of 
any other man ; two very ufeful accomplishments in an 
overfeer and director of multitudes. Xerxes, truly fen- 
fible of his merit, burred him with great pomp and mag- 
nificence, employed his whole army in erecting a fump- 
tuous monument to his memory, and, by direction of 
an oracle, honoured him as a hero with facrtfices and 
invocations. 

How different from this was the treatment of our 
countryman, Captain Perry ! A genius whofe remem- 
brance muft make this nation both proud and afharoed. 
His performances are fufficient to give credit to the works 
above mentioned, which before appeared fabulous. But 
what was his reward for projecting the junction of the 
Don and the. Volga? for creating an artificial tide, and 
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floating or laying dry the largeft vcffels in a few hours ? 
But rather let me afl* what was his reward for that na- 
tional work at home, the flopping Daggenh am breach ? 
I am forry to anfwer, that he was periecuted, and fuf- 
fered to ftarve for the debts he had contracted in ac- 
compli (hing an undertaking fo effential to the commerce 
of this kingdom, and the exiftence of its metropolis. 

1 hope our men of fortune will make more generous 
returns to thofe who adminifter fo effential I y to their 
pleafures ; and I would have them diftinguifli between 
thofe dull mechanical rogues, whofe thoughts never wan- 
der beyond the fphere of gain, and the generous fpirit 
who is warmed by his profeflion, and who thinks himfelf 
■paid by the exquiiite fcenery which his raptured imagi- 
nation has produced. And when the baleful cyprefs 
(hall alone, of all his various plantations, accompany him 
to the grave, let his munificent patron, in the moftconfpi- 
cuous part of his gardens, erect a temple to his memory, 
$nd infcribe it with propriety and truth, GenloLocL 



Numb. 129. Thursday, April 17, 1755. 

MOST people complain of Fortune, few of Nature : 
and the kinder they think the latter has been to 
them, the more they murmer at what they call the in- 
juftice of the former. 

Why have not I the riches, the rank, the power, of 
fuch and fuch \ is the common ^xpoftul a tion with For- 
tune : but why have not I the merit, the talents, the 
W, or the beauty, of fuch and fuch others ? is a re- 
proach rarely or never made to Nature. 

The truth is, that Nature, feldom profufe, and feldom 
niggardly, has diftributed her gifts more equally than 
fl?e is generally fuppofed to have done. Education and 
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fituation make the great difference. Culture improves » 
and occafions elicit natural talents, I make no doubt 
but that there are potentially (if 1 may ufe that pedan- 
tic word) many Bacons, Lockes, New tons, Csfars, 
Crotn wells, and Marlboroughs, at the plough- tail, be- 
hind counters, and, perhaps, even among the nobility - 
but the foil muft be cultivated, and the feafons favour- 
able, for the fruit to have all its fpirit and flavour. 

If fometimes our common parent has been a little 
partial, and not kept the fcales quite even ; if one pre- 
ponderates too much, we throw into the lighter a due 
counterpoife of vanity, which never fails to fet all right. 
Hence it happens, that hardly anyone man would, with- 
out referve, and in every particular, change with any* 
other. 

Though all are thus fatisfied wkh the difpenfatrons 
of Nature, how few liften to her voice ? how few follow 
her as a guide ? In vain (he points out to us the plain 
and direct way to truth ; vanity, fancy, affectation, and 
fafhion, aifiime her ftiape, and wind us through fairy- 
ground to folly and error. 

Thefe deviations from Nature are often attended by 
ferious confequences, and always by ridiculous ones : for 
there is nothing truer than the trite obfervation, " That 
" people are never ridiculous for being what they really 
" are, but for affecting what they really are not," Af» 
fectaiton is the only fonrce, and, at the fame time, the 
only juftifiable object, of ridicule. No man whatfoever, 
be his pretentions what they will, has a natural right 
to be ridiculous; it is an acquired right, and not to he 
acquired without foinc induiky ; which perhaps is the 
reafon why fo many people are fo jealous and tenacious 
of it. 

Even fome people's vices are not their own, bat af- 
fected and adopted, (tho* at the fame time unenjoyed), 
in hopes of Alining in thofe faflaionable focietics where 
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the reputation of certain vices git es loftre. In thefe 
cafes, the execution is common If as awkward as the 
defign is abfurd, and the ridicule equals the guilt. 

This calls to my roind a thing that really happened 
not many years ago. A young fellow of fome rank 
aod fortune, joft let loofe from the UnWcrfity, refolded, 
in order to make a figure in the world, to aflame the ihi- 
ning chara&er of, what he called, a Rake. By way of 
learning the rudiments of his intended profefBon he 
frequented the theatres, where be was often drank, 
and always notfy. Being one night at the reprefenta- 
tion of that tnoft abford pay, the Libertine Deftroyed, 
he was fo charmed with the profligacy of the hero of the 
piece, that, to the edification of the audience, he fwore 
many oath* that he would be the Libertine Deftroyed. 
A difcreet friend of his, who fat by hhn, kindly repre* 
fcnted to htm, that to be the Libertine was* kurdible 
defign, which he greatly approved of; but that to be 
the Libertine Deftroyed, feemed to him an unnecefiary 
pan of hts plan, ant! rather rafli. He perfifted, how- 
ever, in hh firft refohnion, and infilled upon being the 
Libertine, and deftroyed* Probably he was fo; at leaft 
the preemption rs in his favour. There are, I am pcr« 
fcaded, fo many cafes; of this nature, that, for my own 
part, I wouM defire no greater ftep towards the refor- 
mation of manners for the next twenty years than that 
feopte fhould hare no vices but their own. 

The blockhead who affects wiffiom, becaufe Nature 
has given him darnels* becomes t rd-reulons only by his 
adopted character ; whereas he might have ftagnated 
wiobferved in his native mud, or perhaps have engroff- 
*& -deeds, coHeaedlhells,and ftodfed heraldry, or logic, 
*ith fome fuccefs. 

The faming coxcomb* aims at all, and decides finally 
ffpon every thing, becaufe Nafiure has given him pert- 
aefs. The degree of parts and animal fjpirics neceflary 
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to conftitotc that character, if properly applied, might 
have made him ufefol in many parts of Jife ; bat his 
affectation and prefnmption make him ofeleis in moft, 
and ridiculous in all. 

The feptuagenary fine gentleman might probably, 
from his long experience and knowledge of the world, 
be efteemed and refpe&ed in the feveral relations of do- 
meftic life, which, at his age, Nature points out to him t 
but he will moft ridicbloufly fpin out the rotten thread 
of his former gallantries. He drefies, languifhes, ogles, 
as he did at five-and-twenty ; and modeftly intimates 
that he is not without a bonne fortune ,• which bonne 
fortune at laft appears to be the proftitute he had long 
kept, (not to bimfelf,) whom he marries and owns, be r 
caufe " the poor girl was fo fond of him, and fo defi« 
«• rous to be made an honeft woman." 

The fexagenaiy widow remembers that (be was hand- 
fome, but forgets that it was thirty years ago, and thinks 
herfelf fo, or at leaft, very likeable dill. The pardon- 
able affectations of her youth and beauty nnpardonably 
continue, increafe even with her years, and are doubly 
exerted, in hopes of concealing the number. ' All the, 
gaudy glittering parts of drefs, which rather degraded 
than adorned her beauty in its bloom, now expofe to 
the higheft and juftcft ridicule her fhrivelled or her over- 
grown carcafe. - She totters or fweats under the load of 
her jewels, embroideries, and brocades, which, like fo 
many Egyptian hieroglyphics, ferve only to authenticate 
the venerable antiquity of her auguft mummy. Her eyes 
dimly twinkle tendernefs or leer defire; their language, 
however inelegant, is intelligible, and the half-pay cap- 
tain underftands it. He addrefles his vows to her vanity, 
which affures her they are finccre. She pities him, and 
prefers him to credit, decency, and every focial doty. 
He tenderly prefers her (though not without 4bmeheu> 
tatiop) to a jaij. 
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Self-love, kept within due bounds, is a natural and 
nfefal fenttment. It is, in truth, focial love too, as Mr 
Pope has very juftly obferved : it is the fpring of many 
good actions, and of no ridiculous ones. But felf-flat-* 
tery is only the ape or caricatura of felf-love, and re* 
fetnbles it no more than is abfolutely ncccflary to heigh- 
ten the ridicule. Like Other flattery, it is the mod pro* 
fufelr beftowed and greedily fwallowed where it is the 
leaft defer ved. I will conclude this fubjed with the fub* 
fiance of a fable of the ingenious Monfieur de La Motte, 
which feems not unapplicable to it. 

Jupiter made a lottery in heaven, in which mortals 
as well as gods were allowed to have tickets. The prize 
was Wifdom ; and Minerva got it. The mortals mur- 
mured, and accufed the gods of foul play. Jupiter, 
to wipe off this afperfion, declared another lottery, for 
mortals fingly, and ezcluiively of the gods. The prize 
was Folly. They got it, and (hared it among themfel ves, 
All were fatisfied. The lofs of Wifdom was neither 
regretted nor remembered. Folly fupplied its place, 
and thofe who had the largeft ihare of it thought them- 
felves the wifeft. 



Numb. 121. Thursday, April 24, 1755. 

■ ■ ■ 

Poft mediam Hodcm— — cum fonuiia vera. Her* 

In deep of night. 
When dreams* they fay, are true. 

MrFlTZ-ADAM. 

AMONG the many vifions related by your prede* 
ceffors and cotemporaries* the writers of periodi- 
cal effays, I remember few but what have been in the 
oriental ftyje and character* For my own part, I am 
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neither DervMe norBrachman, but aPoet and trueChri- 
Aian, tho' given now-and-tben to be a little heathenifii 
in my expreffionsi and as I apprehend that no one fet 
of people will claim the fole property and privilege of 
dreaming to themfelves, fince I am apt to nod as well 
as my betters, I beg that the following dream may find 
a place in your paper, 

I imagined myfelf to be walking on a road : it was 
wide and well-beaten. An elderly gentleman, with 
whom I joined company, informed me it was the road 
to Parnafius, and very obligingly offered me his fervices. 
The firft group of figures which attracted my attention 
were pale and thin with ftudy. They were^ (baking 
ivory letters in a hat, and then throwing them on the 
ground. I fuppofed that tbey were performing fome 
myftery of the Cabala j but, on my nearer approach, 
learnt that they were tbe editors and commentators of 
the ancient poets, and that this was only a fcheme of 
affifting conjecture. 

Being now ftartled with a great noife, I turned fud* 
denly about, and perceived juft behind me a fet of 
Lyric poets, with one or two Dithyrambics* Their 
converfation was fo little connected, and their motions 
fo irregular, that I concluded them to be drunk; and, 
apprehenfive of mifchief in fo furious a company, quick* 
ened my pace. 

The road now winded through the moft beautiful 
fields, whofe very bulhes were »U in bloom, and inter- 
mingled with ihrubs that afforded the moft agreeable 
fcents. The wild notes of the birds, joining with the 
tinkling of numerous rills that gufhed from natural or 
artificial rocks, or with a deeper echo of fome larger 
flood that fell at a diftaace, made a concert that charmed 
me. A party were here entertaining themfelves with 
the gaiety of the fituation : they had ftepped out of the 
road to gather flower* ; and wtie f« delighted with 
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wandering about the meadows, that they Teemed entire- 
ly co have forgot their journey. They appeared to have 
been educated in Italy; their hair was curled and pow- 
dered, their linen laced, and their habits Co covered 
•with fringe and' embroidery that it was almoft impof- 
fible to difcoyer any cloth. I was fo much in raptures 
with their company, and with the beauties of this ro- 
mantic fcene, that L would have (topped there myfelf, 
and proceeded no farther ; but my guide hinted to me 
that the place was inchanted, and preiTed me to go 
forwards. 

I could not help laughing to fee next a great crowd 
of Bombaftics : a lee of fat, purfy fellows, foafthmatia 
that they could hardly move, and yet were eternally 
draining and attempting to run races ; as were feveral 
dwarfs in enormous jackboots to overtake two horfe- 
racn, ( who rode very fwift at a diftance, and were fa id to 
be Milton and Shakefpeare), but tumbled at every four 
or five fteps, to the great diverfion of the fpedtators. 

A troop of modern Latin poets had halted; and 
having loft their way, were inquiring it of a man who 
carried a phrafe-book and a Gradus ad Parnafum in hi9 
hand, and feemed always to be in a terrible uncertainty 
when the authority of their guide either failed or de- 
ceived them. 

They were followed by fome very genteel fhepherds, 
who wore red (lockings, and large (boulder* knots flut- 
tering to the breath of the Zephyrs. Crooks, glittering 
with tinfel, were in their hands, and embroidered 
pouches dangled at their fides. They talked much 
about their flocks and Amaryllis; but 1 law neither the 
one nor the other; and was furprifed, as fome of thero 
pretended to mufic, to hear an air of the Italian opera 
played upon the bag- pipe. The gentlenefs of their 
afpe&s fetved to render more formidable, by the eon- 
trait, the countenances of a company that now ovcr- 
Volumc III. ' M 
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took me. It was a legion of critics. They were v*ery 
liberal of their cenfures upon every one that pafied, 
especially if he made a tolerable figure. Didioa, har- 
mony, and taftc, were the general terms, which they 
threw ont with great vehemence. They frowned on 
me as I pafied ; my looks difcovering my fear, the 
alarm was given : and, at the very firit found of the 
catcalls, terrified to the laft degree, I pulled my guide 
by the coat and took to my heels. 

We at laft arrived at the foot of the mountain. 
There was an inconceivable crowd who, not being ad* 
mi t ted at the entrance, were endeavouring to crawl up 
the fides ; but as the precipice was very ftecp they 
continually tumbled back again. There was but one 
way of accefs, which was fo extremely narrow that it 
was almoft impoffible for two perfons to go abreaft 
without one }u ft ling againft the other. The gates were 
opened and fhut by three amiable virgins, Genius, Good 
Senfe, and Good Education. They examined all that 
pa/Ted. Some few, however, puihed forward by a vaft 
crowd of friends, forced their way in, but had general- 
}y the mortification of bring brought back again and 
turned out by the centinels. 

By the tntereft of my guide we were permitted to 
vifit what part of Parnanus we pleafed ; and, having 
counted the hill, we entered * large garden, and were 
"foon loft in the paths of a very intricate grove. It was 
•in/ fome places fo exceedingly dark that we had great 
'difficulty to find our way x>ut. This Labyrinth of Al- 
legory, as it was called, was held by the Ancients in a * 
kind of fuperftitious reverence: the gloom of it was 
often fo great that we were ready to tumbje at every 
ftep ; but wherever the (hade was foftenedby a twilight 
fufficient for us juft to difcover our way, there was 
fbmething very delightful, as welt as venerable,, m ihe, 
fctfce. ... 
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In other parts of the garden we faw beds of the 
ttoft beautiful flowers, and a great number of Bay* 
trees, bat not a fingle Fruit* tree. Among the ftyruU, 
in many rivulets of different breadth and depth, ran 
the Heliconian dream. The lefler rills, on account of 
- the vaft multitude of people continually dabbling in 
them, were very muddy $ but the fountain-bead, tho 9 
extremely deep, was as clear as cryftal. The water 
had fame times this peculiar quality, that whoever look- 
ed into it faw his own face reflected with great beauty, 
though never fo deformed, infomuch that fevcral 
were known to pine away there in a violent affection 
for their own perfons. At the end of the garden were 
feveral courts of judicature, where caufes were then 
hearing. The letter court, which was that of criticifm, 
was prodigioufly crowded ; for (as we obferyed after- 
wards) all thofe who had loft their caufes as poets de- 
fendant in the principal court turned in hither, and 
became plaintiffs in their tarn, on pretence of little 
trefpafles. In the principal court many actions were 
brougur>on the ftatute of Maiming, chiefly by the An- 
cients, and.fome celebrated Moderns, againft their edi- 
tors and amenders, and for torts and wrongs againft 
their interpreters and commentators. Not a few indict- 
ments were brought for petty larceny, and thofe chiefly 
by the Roman poets againft the modern Latin ones. 

Not far from thefe was the ftable,or owr/V, of his poetic 
Majcfty. I was greatly furprifed to fee more than one 
Pegafus« The grooms were juft then going to water 
them, which gave me an opportunity of taking more 
particular notice. 

The fir ft was the Epic Pegafus. It was a very fine large 
horfe, had been taught the maneg$ % and moved with 
great ftatelinefs. The Pindaric was the only one who 
had wings : his motions were irregular* fudden, and 
unequal. The Elegiac was a gelding, exceedingly de* 
M % 
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licate in its fliape, and much gentler than any of the 
reft, particularly than another fteed which foamed, and 
•pulled with fach violence that it was with great diffi- 
culty the rider held him in. As I attempted to ftroak 
him he clapped his ears back, and ftruck out his heels 
with great vehemence, that made me cautions of putting 
rnyfelf in the way of the Satiric Pegafus for the future. 
The Epigrammatic was a little pert pony, which every 
fix or feven paces kicked up, and very much refembled 
the former, (ize only excepted. Befides thefe, there 
were feveral others, which did not properly belong to 
Apollo's ft ad, and which were employed in many ufe- 
ful but laborious offices, as fobfervient to the reft. 

It was impoffible to pais by the (tables without ma- 
king fome inquiry after the original Pegafus, fo much 
celebrated, and the fire from whom all the lad-men- 
tioned drew their pedigree. A four-looking fellow of a 
critic, whofe province it was to curry him, informed 
me, with great expreffions of forrow, " That the old 
*• horfe was really quite worn out ; having been rode 
" through all forts of roads, on all forts of errands : 
" fo that there was fcarce a pedant living or dead, or 
" even a boy who had been five years at fchool, but 
" had been upon him, either with leave or without; 
" that he had long ago loft his (hoes, broke his knees, 
" and flipped his (boulder ; and that therefore Apollo, 
" in pity to the poor beaft, and to prevent fuch barba- 
'• rity for the future, had ordered an edi& to be fixed 
u on the door of the ftable, that no perfon or perfons 
" within his realms ihould for the future ride or drive 
•« him, without firft producing his proper licence and 
i€ qualification/' 

At length we arrived at the higheft part of the moun- 
tain where the temple was fituated. It was a large 
building of marble, of one colour, and built all in the 
fame order. The ftatues and bas-reliefs which adprned 
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it reprefented ibme well-known part of poetic htftory. 
The whole appeared at once folid and elegant, without 
that profafion of decorations which fixes the eye ' to 
parts. The infide of the hall was painted with feveral 
fabje&s taken oat of the Iliad, the jEneid, and Paradife 
Loft. Thofe of the Iliad had the pafiions and manners 
ftrongly characlerifed, with great (implicity of colour- 
ing, by the hand of Raphael. The beautiful tints and 
fottnefs of the Venetian fchool correfponded with the 
genius of Virgil. The Paradife Loft, as partaking of 
the fine colouring of the one, and of the force of the 
other, with fomething more expreffive in the language 
and images, greatly refembled the ftyle of Rubens; 
while foaae of its more horrid fcenes of embattled or 
tortured demons recalled to my mind the wild imagi- 
nation and fierce fpirit of a Michael Angelo. 

At the upper end of the ball Apollo was feated on 
a moll magnificent throne of folios, richly gilt, and was 
furrounded by* a great number of poets, both ancient 
and modern. Before him flamed an altar, which a 
prie fiefs of a very fleepy countenance continually fup- 
plted with the feul of fuch productions as are the daily 
facrifice which Dulnefs is constantly making to the pre* 
udent in literature. 

Being now at leifure to confider the place more at- 
tentively, I faw, inferibed on feveral pillars, names of 
great repute in both the pad and prefent age. Some 
indeed of the latter, though but lately engraven, were 
nearly worn out ; while others of an elder date in- 
creafed in clearnefs the longer they flood; and, by being 
more attentively viewed, augmented their force, as the 
former became fainter. A particular part of the temple, 
was afiigned for the inferiptions of thofe perfons who, 
adding to their exalted rank in life a merit which 
might have diftinguifhed them without the advantages 
pf birth, claim a double right to have their names pre* 
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fared to futnrky among the monuments of fo auguft 
•n edifice. 

At the view of fo many objeels, capable of tnfpiring 
the moA mfenfible with emulation, 1 found myfelf 
Coached with an ambition which little became me, and 
could not help inquiring what method I (hould purfue 
to attain fuch an honour. But while I was deeply me- 
ditating upon the project, and vain enough to hope 
(baring to myfelf fome little obfeure corner in the 
temple, a fudden noife awaked me, and I found every 
thing to have been merely the effect of my imagination. 



Numb. 122. Thursday, May 1, 1755. 

To Mr Fitz-Adam. 

Black-By AlUj^ April »9th« 
SIR, 

1AM one of that numerous tribe of men who (as 
you lately obferved) live the Lord knows bow. I 
have not the honour to be known to you, even ia 
perfon, for i feldom go abroad; but you feem by 
your writings to be of a companionate turn, and 
therefore I take the liberty to put myfelf under your 
protection. 

I am the fon of an honeft tradefmanin Cheapfide, and 
was born in a houfe that has defcended in the family* 
from father to fon, through feveral generations. 1 had 
my education at a grammar-fchool in London, not far 
from the ftrcet where my father lived, and where he 
ufed frequently to call as he palled by to remind my 
matter that he hoped I fliould foon go into Greek* I 
verily believe the good man pcrfuaded himfclf that 
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whenever this happened it would give htm a figure ia 
tbe eyes of the evening club. 

When I was about fisteea years old my father obser- 
ved to me one day, as 1 was fitting with him in the little 
bock (hop, that it was -high time for me to determine 
what fcheme of life to purfue ; and though I knew that 
my grandfather, a little before his dc*th, had cxprefled 
his defire of having me fettled in the old trade, where he 
iaid I (honld be lure of good wti % yet 1 anfwered my 
father without hefitatioa, that fince he gave me leave to 
chofe for myfelf, I was inclined to ftndy phjrfic. My fa- 
ther, who was in raptures at hearing me make choice of 
a learned profeifion, went that very day and talked over 
the matter with an old friend of his at Grelham Col* 
lege; and the refult of their conference was, that I 
(bould be fent to (lady under the celebrated Do&or 
Herman Boerhaave. I was equipped tcry decently 
upon, the occasion, and in a very few days arrived 
fafelyat Leyden, where I fpent my time in reading 
thebeft books on the fufcfeft, and in a coaftant attend* 
ance on my matter's lectures, who ezpreffed hiaifelf fo 
pleased with my indefatigable application as to tell me 
at parting, that I (hoold-be an honour to the profeffion. 
Bat I am forry to teil you, Mr Fttz-Adam, that, not* 
with&aadiog this great man's remarkable sagacity, 
he knew nothing of deftiny : for fince my return to 
£ngland I have lived feven years in London, undiftin- 
gaithed in a narrow court, without any opportunity of 
doing either good or hurt in my calling. And what 
tnoft mortifies me is to fee two or three of my fellow- ft u- 
dents, who were eftcmeed very dull fellows at the Doc- 
tor's, lolling at their eafe in warm chariots upon fprings, 
while I am doomed to walk humbly through the dirt, 
in a threadbare coat and darned dockings, a decayed 
tye-perriwig, a brafs hiked fword by my fide, and a , 
hat entirely void of ihape and colour under my arm ; 
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which I affure you I do not carry there for ornament, 
nor for fear of damaging my wig, but to point out to 
thofe who pafs by that 1 am a phyfician. You may 
wonder perhaps at hearing nothing of my father ; but, 
alas ! the good man had the misfortune to die infol- 
vent foon after my return, and I had no friend to ap- 
ply to for affiftance. 

One day, as I walked through a narrow pafFage near 
St Martin's Lane I faw a crowd of people gathered to- 
gether, and in the midft of them a large fat woman 
upon the ground in a fit. I foon brought her to her- 
felf; and as I was conducting her home ihe kindly afk- 
ed me to dine with her. I found, upon entering her 
door, that (he kept a chop-houfe; and, as I was going 
away after a hearty meal, ihe gave me a general invi- 
tation, in return for the good office 1 had done her, to 
ftep in and tafte her mutton whenever 1 came that way. 
1 was by no means backward to accept the offer, and 
took frequent opportunities of vifiting my patient. But, 
alas ! thofe days of plenty were foon over ; for it hap- 
pened unfortunately, not long after, that her favourite 
daughter died under my care, at a time when I allured 
the mother that (he was quite out of danger. The 
manner in which (he accolted me upon this occafion 
made it clear that I mud once more return to a courfe 
of fading. 

As I was mufmg one morning, in a mod difconfolate 
mood, with my leg in my landlady's lap, while (he darned 
one of my (lockings, it came into my head to collect 
from various books, together with my own experience 
and obfervations, plain and wholefome rules on the 
fubjeft of diet ; and then publifh them in a neat pocket 
volume; for 1 was always well inclined to do good to 
the world, however ungratefully it ufed me. I doubt, 
Mr Fitz- Adam, you will hardly forbear fmiiing, to hear 
a man, who was almoft ftarved, talk gravely of compt- 
x 
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ling obfervations on diet. The moment I bad finifhed 
my volume I ran with it to an eminent bookfeller, near 
the Manfion-houfe : he was juft fet down' to dinner; but 
upon hearing that there was a gentleman in the (hop, 
with a large bundle of papers in his coat-pocket, he 
courteously invited me into the parlour, and defired me 
*' to do as he did/' As foon as the cloth was taken 
away I produced my manufcript, and the bookfeller 
put 011 his fpeclatfes; but to my no fmall mortification, 
sifter glancing his eye over the title-page, he looked 
ftedfaltly upon me for near a minute, in a kind of 
amazement which' 1 could not account for, and then 

broke out in the following manner: " My dear Sir I 

" you are come to the very worft place in the world 
€% for the fele of fuch a performance as this. Why, 
" you might as foon expec? the court of aldermen's 
" permituon to dedicate to them the life of Lewis Cor- 
•• naro as to think cf preaching upon the fubjecl of 
" lean and fallow abftinence between the Royal Ex- 
««" change and Temple-Bar ." He added indeed, in a 
milder tone, that he was acquainted with an honed man 
of the trade, who lived heafSoho, atfd who would pro- 
bably venture to print for me upon reafonable terms'; 
and that if I pleafed he would recommend, me to him by 
a letter ; which (through the violent agitation of my 
fpirits) I refufed. 

I walked baek to my lodging with a very heavy heart; 
and with the mod gloomy profpedr. before my eyes put 
my favourite work into a hat-box, which ftands upon 
the head of my bed, and there it has remained ever 
fiince. 

Now, the favour I have to beg of you, worthy Sir, is, 
to recommend to the world, in one of your papers, fuch 
propofals as I will bring to you next Sunday morning, 
or any dark evening this week r forpubli(hingbyfubfcrip- 
tion the refult of my laborious inquiries, mat I may be 
' Volume ///. N - ■ 
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able to procure a decent maintenance. If I flbould fait 
in this atempt, my affairs are at fo low an ebb that t 
mud fubmit, for the fafety of my perfon, to the con- 
finement of the Fleet, or pafs the reft of my days, per- 
haps, under the fame roof with the unfortunate Theo- 
dore, whofc" kingdom (I doubt) is not of this world.'* 
In the mean time, you will oblige me by publifhing this- 
account, that others may take warning by my fad ex- 
ample. That the idle vanity of fathers, when they react 
this (lory, may be retrained within proper bounds ; and 
young men not venture to engage in a learned profef* 
fion without the affiftance of a private fortune, or the 
intereft of great friends. Believe me, Mr Fitz-Adam r 
it is much more to the purpofe of a phyfician to have 
the countenance of a man or woman of quality thanv- 
the fagacity even of a Boerhaave ; for let him have what 
(hare of learning he pleafes, if he has nothing better to 
recommend him to public favour, he mult be content 
to hunger and thirft in a garret up four pair of (lairs. 
I am, SIR, 

(with all poffible refpecl) 

the unfortunate 

T. M- 



Numb. 123. Thursday, May 8, 1755. 

K I ■ . 1. 1 . ■ • - 

— " Dapibus, fupremi 

« Gram teftudo Joyw.'»— Jftov 

Charming (hell, Apollo's lore, 
How pleating to the feafts of Jove ! 

IF there be truth in the common maxim, * # That he 
" deferves beft of his country who can make two 
« blades of grafs grow where only one grew before/* 
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-Aow truly commendable mull it be (fince it is fo ereat 
a merit to provide for the beads of tne field) to aad to 
the fuftenance of man! and what praifes are due to the 
-jnventer of a new difh ! By a new di(h I do not mean 
the confounding, hafliing, and difguifing of an old one; 
I cannot give that name to the French method of tranf* 
pofing the bodies of animals ; ferving up fle(h in (kins of 
jfifh, or the eflence of either in a jelly ; nor jet to theEng- 
ii(h way of macerating fubftances, and reducing all things 
to one uniform confiftency aad tafte, which a good houie- 
wHe calls potting : for I am of opinion, that Louis XIV. 
would not have given the reward he promifed for the 
invention of a iixth order of architecture to the man 
who fhould have jumbled together the other five. 

My meaning is, that at through negle& or caprice 
jwe have loft fome eatables, which our anceftors held in 
high efteem, as the heron, the bittern, the crane, and, 
I may add, the fwan, it ihould feem requifite, in the 
.ordinary revolution of things, to replace what has 
been laid afide by the introduction of fome eatable 
which was not known to our predeceflbrs. But though 
invention may claim the firft praife, great honour is 
due to the reftorer of loft arts: wherefore, if the earth 
jdoes not really furnifh a fufficient variety of untafted 
animals, I could wiffe that gentlemen of leifure and 
eafy fortunes would apply themfelvcf to recover the 
fecret of fattening and preparing for the table fuch 
/creatures as, from difufe, we do not at prefent know 
how to treat; and 1 fhould think it would be a noble 
employment for the lovers of antiquity to ftudy to re- 
ftore thofe infallible refources of luxury, the fait- water 
(ews of the Romans. 

Of all the improvements in the modern kitchen there 
are none that can bear a comparifon with the introduc- 
tion of Turtle. We are indebted for this delicacy, as 
well as for feveral others, to the generous fpirit and 
Na 
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benevolent zeal of the Weft Indians. The profufion of 
luxury with which the Creolian in England covers his 
board is intended only as a foil to the more exquifite 
dainties of America. His pride is to triumph in your 
negleclt of the former, while he labours to fervc you 
from the vaft (hell which fmokes under his face, and 
occafions him a toil almoft as intolerable as that of 
his (laves in his plantations. But he would die in the 
fervice rather than fee his guefts, for want of a regular 
fupply, eat amorfel of any food which had not croffed 
the Atlantic ocean. 

Though it was never ray fortune to be regaled with . 
the true Creolian politenefs, and though I cannot com* 
pliment my countrymen on their endeavours to imitate 
it, I (hall here give my readers a raoft faithful account 
of the only turtle feaft 1 ever had the honour to be 
prefent at. 

Towards the latter-end of laft fummer I called upon 
a friend in the city, who, though no Weft Indian, is $ 
great importer of turtle for his own eating. Upon ray 
entrance at the great gates my eyes were caught with 
the (hells of that animal, which were difpofed in great 
order along the walls ; and I ftopt fo long in a (Ion i fo- 
ment at their fize and number that I did 4&ot perceive 
my friend's approach, who had traverfed the court to 
receive me. However, I could find he was not difplea* 
fed to fee my attention fo deeply engaged upon the 
trophies of his luxury. Come, fays he, if you love turtle 
I'll (how you a fight ; and bidding me follow him, he 
opened a door, and difcovered fix turtles fwimming 
about in a vaft ciftern, round which there hung twelve 
large legs of mutton, which he told me were juft two 
days' provifion for the turtles ; for that each of them 
confumed a leg of mutton every day. He then carried 
me into the houfe, and (bowing me fome blankets of 

Pjr the Martin*. 
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a peculiar fort, Thefe, fays he, are what the turtle He 
in o'nights : they are particularly adapted to this ufe : 
1 have eftablifhed a manufacture of them in the Weft 
Indies. But fince you are curious in thefe matters, 
continued he, I'll (how you fome more of my inventions. 
Immediately he unlocked a drawer, and produced as 
many fine faws, chizels, and inftruments of different 
contrivances, as would have made a figure in the ap» 
paratus of an anatomift. One was deltined to dart a 
rib, another to fcrape the callipafh, the third to dif- 
joint the vertebra of the back-bone ; with many others, 
for purpofes which I could not remember. The next 
fcene of wonder was the kitchen, in which was an oven, 
that had been rebuilt, with a mouth of a mod uncom- 
mon capacity, on purpofe for the reception of an enor- 
mous turtle, which was to be drefTed that very day, and 
"which my friend infilled I fhould flay to partake of. 
I would gladly have been excufed ; but he would not 
be denied; propofmg a particular pleafure in enter- 
taining a new beginner; and alluring me, that if I fhould 
not happen to like it, 1 need not fear the finding fome- 
thing to make out a dinner ; for that his wife, though 
fhe knew it would give him the greateft pleafure in the 
world, could never be prevailed on to taftc a fingle mor- 
fel of turtle. He then carried me to the fifh, which 
"was to be the feaft of the day, and bid me obferve, 
that though it had been cut in two full twenty hours 
it was ftill alive. This was indeed a melancholy truth : 
for I could plainly obferve a tremulous motion almoft 
continually agitating it, with now and then more 
diftinguifhable throbbings. While 1 was examining 
thefe faint indications of fenfibility, a jolly negro 
wench obferving me, came up with a handful of ialt, 
which the fphnkled all over the creature. This in- 
(fcantly produced fuch violent convulfions that I was 
no longer able to look upon a fcene of fo much horror, 
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and ran {buddering out of the Jutcben. My. friend en*- 
dcavourcd to {musty me, by faying that tiie bead and 
heart had been cut in peices twenty hours before ; and 
that the whole was that inflant to be plunged in boil- 
ing water : but it required fome reflection, and more, 
or perhaps lefs, philolbphy than I am mailer of to re- 
concile fuch appearances to human feelings. I endea- 
voured to turn the difcourfe, by a&ing what news ? 
He anfwered, 4C There is a fleet arrived from the Weft 
" Indies." He then (hook his head, and looked feri- 
ous, and after a fufpenfe, which gave room for melaxir 
choly apprehenfions* lamented that they had been very 
unfortunate the I aft voyage, and loft the greateft part 
of their cargo of turtles.. He proceeded to inform me 
of the various methods which had been tried for bring- 
ing oyer this animal in a healthy (late ; for that the 
common way had been found to wafte the fat, which 
was the moll eftimable part ; and he fpoke with great 
concern of the mifcarriage of a veflel, framed like a 
v well-boat, which had dafhed them againft each other 
and killed them. He then entered upon an explanation 
of a project of his own, which, being out of my way, anc? 
much above my comprehenfioo, took up the greateft 
part of the morning. Upon hearing the clock ftrike 
he rung his bell, and afked if his turtle* clothes were 
aired. While I was meditating on this new term, and, 
I confefs, unable to divine what it could mean, the fer? 
vant brought in a coat and waiftcoat, which my friend 
dipt on, and folding them round his body like a night- 
gown, declared, that though they then hung fo loofe 
. about him, by that time he had /poke with the turtle, he 
fhould ftretch them as tight as a drum. 

Upon the firft rap at the door there entered a whole 
fboal of guefts : for the turtle-eater is a gregarious, [ 
had alraoft faid a fociable, animal : and I thought it 
remarkable, that in fo large a number there fhould 
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not be one who was a whole minute later than the time ; 
nay, the very cook was punctual ; and the lady of the 
houfe appeared, on this extraordinary day, the mo- 
incut the dinner was ferved upon the table. Upon her 
firft entrance (he ordered the (heH to be moved from 
the upper end of the fable, declaring (he could not 
Bear the fmell or fight of it fo near her. It was im- 
mediately changed for a couple of boiled chickens, to 
At great regretc of all who fat in her neighbour- 
hood, who followed it with their eyes, inwardly la- 
menting that they flsould never tafte one of the good 
hits, hr vain did they fend their plates and folicit 
their (hare; the plunderers, who were now in pofleffion 
of both the (hells, were fenfible to no call but that of 
their own appetites, and till they had fatisfied them 
there was not one that would liften to any thing t\Ce» 
The eagernefs, howef er, and difpatch of their rapacity 
having foon (hrunk the choice pieces, they vouchfafed 
to help their friends to the coarfer parts, as thereby they 
cleared their way for the fearch after other delicacies : 
boafting aloud all the while that they had not fent one 
good bit to the other end of the table. 

When the meat was all made away with, and no- 
thing remained but what adhered to the (hell, our 
landlord, who during the whole time had taken care of 
no body but hi mfelf, began to exercife his various inftru- 
tnenta; and amidft his efforts to procure himfelf more, 
broke ottt in praife of the fuperk>r flavour of the fpinal 
marrow, which he was then helping himfelf to, and for 
the goodnefs of which the company had his word. 

The guefts having now drank up all the gravy, and 
fcraped the (hells quite clean, the cloth was taken away, 
and the wine brought upon the table. But this change 
produced nothing new in the converfation. No hun- 
ters were ever more loud in the pofthumous fame of the 
hero of their fport than our epicures in memory of the 
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turtle. To give fome little variety to the difcourfe, I 
a'fked if they had never tried any other creature which 
might poflibly referable this exquifite food ? and pfo- 
pofed the experiment of an aligator, whofe fcales feem- 
ed to be intended by Nature for the protection of green/ 
fat. I was ftopt fliort in my reafoning by a gentleman, who 
told me, that upon trial of the aligator there had beea- 
found fo ftrong a perfume in his flefb that the ftomach 
naufeated and could not bear it ; and that this was 
owing to a ball of mufk, which is always difcovered inv 
the head of that animal . I had, however, the fatisfa&ioa 
to perceive thaj^my queftton did me no difcredit with* 
the company ; and before it broke up I had no lefs than 
twelve invitations to turtle for the enfuing fummer. 
Befides the honour herein defigned me, I confider thefe 
invitations as having more real value than fo many . 
ihares in any of the bubbles of the famous South-Tea- 
year ; and I make no doubt but that, by the time they 
become due, they will be marketable in Change-alley. 
For as the gentlemen at White's have borrowed from 
thence the method of transferring the furplus dinners 
which they win arplay, it is probable they will, in their 
turn, furnifh- a hint to the Alley, where it will foon btf 
as common to transfer ihares ia turtle as ia any other 
kind of (lock. 



Numb* 1*4. Thursday, May 15, 1755. 

MY correfpondent of to-day will, I hope, forgive 
me for fo long delaying the publication of his 
letter. AH I can fay ta this gentleman, and to thofe 
whofe letters have lain by me almoft an equal length 
pf time, is, that no partiality to any performance of my 
own has occafioned any fuch delay. 
4 " 
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Si. a, 



To Mr Fitz-Adam. 



My higheft ambition is to appear in the caufe of the 
fair fex ; nor would any thing flatter my vanity fo much 
as the honour of (landing, in this degenerate age, the 
tingle champion of ihofe whom all mankind are bound 
to defend. No time feems more proper fur this kind 
of gallantry than the prefent, now when the graver 
fort of men are continually throwing out farcaftic hints 
at lea ft, if not open invectives, againti their lovely coun- 
try-women ; and the younger and more fprightly are, 
from I know not what cauic, lefs forward than ever in 
their defence. Though mf abilities are by no means 
equal to my inclinations for their fervice, give me leave 
to offer to you, and your polite readers, a few thoughts 
on this interefting fubjedt. 

The malice of wits has, from time immemorial, at* 
tacked thefe injured beauties with the charge of levity 
andinconAancy; a charge applicable indeed to the frailty 
of human nature in general, but by no means to be admit- 
ted to the particular prejudice of the mod amiable part 
of the fpecies. Hiftory and experience inform us, that 
every different country produces a different race of 
people : the difpofition of the inhabitants, as well as 
the complexion, receive a colour from the clime in 
which they are born., Yet the fame fentimentsdo not 
always fpring from the fame foil.- Some ftrong parti- 
cularity of genius diftinguifties every sera of a nation. 
From hence arifes what, in the language of the polite 
world, we ciWfaJbhn ; as variable with, regard to prin- 
ciples as drefs. It would be, in thefe days, as uncom- 
mon and ridiculous toprofefs the maxims of an old Eng- 
lishman as to ftrut about in a fhort cloak and trunk 
hofe. The fame vieUfitude of character takes place 
VoUms III. O 
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among the ladies; their conduct, however, has been ftill 
confident and irreproachable ; for they have always 
acted np to the dictates offajhion. 

The matrons of ancient Rome, though as remark- 
able for public fpirit as thofe of Great Britain, were by 
no means fo fond of public diverfions. It appears, from 
a hint which Horace has left us, that they were with 
difficulty prevailed on even to dance upon holydays. 

In this, we may obferve, thty widely differed from 
thofe Sabine dames from whom they derived their boaft- 
ed extraction : for fo ftrongly did they think themfelves 
hound by the refactions of fajkion, that they refufed 
to imitate their ifluftrious ancestors in that very cir- 
cumftance to which their empire owed its original. 
. We need not look back £0 far into antiquity for in- 
fiances of this kind, our own times may better fupply us. 
Cruelty, if <wc may believe the lovers of the laft century, 
was the reigning paffion of thofe tyrants to whom they 
devoted their hearty their labours, and their under* 
standing*. No man, I prefome, will caft fuch animpu* 
tation 1 on the prefent race of beauties; their influence 
k more benign, their glory is of a more exaked nature ; 
mercy is their chara&eriftic. Jt would be a piece of 
impudence to affert that they do not in every refpect 
excel their relentlefs great-grandmothers. Beauty, Mr 
Fitz- Adam, is the peculiar perfection of our fair cotem- 
porariestf . To what then' but the amiable compaffioi* 
of thefe gentlfe creatures can be afcribed a kind of mi- 
racle, a feeming change in the conftitution of Nature ? 
Till poetry and. romance are forgotten, the miferies of 
love will be remembered. Authors of the higheft repu- 
tation have not fcrupled to afore us, that the lovers of 
their days did very frequently forget to eat and drink, 
nay, that they fometimes proceeded fo far as to hang or 
drown themfelyes for the fake of the cruel nymphs 
they adored. Whence comes it then, that, in an age to 
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which fuicide is not unknown no inftances are to be met 
with of this difinterefted conduct? In the fpace of many 
years I do not remember above one, and that one oc- 
cafioned by the lady's tenderneft, not of heart, but of 
confcience. Matter of fa&, therefore, proves the troth 
of my auertion; our goddeffes have laid afide the bloody 
difpofitton of pagan idols, iofomnch that fcarce any 
man living has feen a lovers. bier covered with cyprefst 
or indeed with fo much as a willow garland. 

It were ingratitude not to acknowledge to whom we 
are indebted for fo great a bleffing. The celebrated 
inventers of modern romance, together with the judi- 
cious writers of the ftage, have the honour of being 
the deliverers of their countrymen. So ardently have 
they pleaded the public caufe, that the ladies are at 
laft content to throw up the reins, to accept un* 
meaning flattery inftead of tender fighs, and admit in- 
nocent freedom in the place of diftant adoration. 
They have learnt to indulge their admirers with fre- 
quent opportunities of gazing on their charms, and are 
grown too generous to conceal from them even the little 
failings of their tempers. Nor is this all : while the 
perfuafive eloquence of thefe gentlemen has found the 
way to foften the rigour of the fair fee, they have ani- 
mated the refolution of others ; for by them are we in* 
ftrn&ed in the winning art of modeft .afiurance, and 
furnidied with the dernier refort of indifference. 

You will not be furprifed, Sir, that I speak fo warmly 
on this fubjed, when you are informed how great a 
{hare of the public felicity falls to my lot. Had the 
faftionable polity of this kingdom continued in the fame 
fi tuation in which it flood a hundred years ago, I had 
been, perhaps, the raoft unfortunate man in the world. 
No heart is more fufcepttble of tender impreffions than 
thine, nor is my refolution firong enough to hold out 
againft the flighted attacks of a pair of bright eyes. 
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Love, weak as he is, has often made me his captive ; 
but 1 can never be too lavifb of my applaufe to thofe 
generous beauties who have been the authors of my 
pains : fo far have they ever been from glorying in their 
power, or inful ting the miferies they occasioned, that 
they have constantly employed the moft effectual me- 
thods to free me from their fetters. By their indulgence 
it is that I have arrived at the fifty-third year of nay 
life without the incumbrance of a wife or legitimate 
children; that I can now look back with pleafure on 
the dangers I have efcaped, and forward with comfort 
on the peace and quiet laid up for my old age. This, 
Sir, is my cafe ; gratitude prompts me to publifh the 
obligations I owe ; and I beg leave to take this op* 
portunity of paying my debt of honour, and at the fame 
time of fubfcribing myfelf, 

Your conftant reader, admirer, 

and very humble fervant, 



Numb. 125. Thursday, May 22, 1755. 

HA D the many wife philofophers of antiquity, who 
have fo often and fo juftly compared the life of 
man to a race, lived in the prefent times, they would 
have feen the propriety of that (imile greatly augment* 
ed : for if we obferve the behaviour .of the polite part 
of this nation, (that is, of all the nation), we (hall fee 
that their whole lives are one continued race; in which, 
every one is endeavouring to diftance all behind him, 
and to overtake, or pafs by, all who are before him; 
every one is flying from his inferiors in pnrfuit of his 
fuperiors, who fly from him with equal alacrity. 

Were not the confequences of this ridiculous pridt 
of the moft deftrutfive nature to the public, the fcen* 
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would be really entertaining. Every tradesman is a 
merchant, every merchant is a gentleman, and every 
gentleman one of the noblefie. We are a nation of 
gentry popuius gen er 9 forum : we have no fuch thing as 
common people among us : between vanity and gin the 
fpecies is utterly deftroyed. . The fons of our lowed 
mechanics, acquiring with the learning at charity- 
fchools the laudable ambition of becoming gentle- 
folks, defpife their paternal occupations, and are all 
foliciting for the honourable employments of tide- 
waiters and excifemen. Their girls are all milliners, 
rnantuarnakers, or ladies' women ; or prefumptuoufly 
exercife that genteel profeflion, which ufed to be pe- 
culiarly referved for the well-educated daughters of 
deceafed clergymen. Attornies* clerks and city pren- 
tices drefs like cornets of dragoons, keep their mi ftreffes 
and their hunters, criticife at the play, and toaft at the 
tavern. The merchant leaves his counting-houfe for 
St James's, and the country gentleman his own affairs 
for thofe of the public, by which neither of them re- 
ceive much benefit. Every commoner of diftin&ion is 
impatient for a peerage, and treads hard upon the 
heels of quality in drefs, equipage, and expenfes of 
every kind. The nobility, who can aim no higher, 
plunge themfelves into debt and dependence to pre- 
serve their rank, and are even there quickly overtaken 
by their unmerciful purfu'ers, 

The fame foolilh vanity that thus prompts us to imi- 
tate our fuperiors induces us alfo to be, or to pretend 
to be, their infeparable companions ; or, as the phrafe 
is, to keep the beft company ; by which is always to 
be underftood fuch company as are much above us 
in rank or fortune, and, confequently, defpife and 
avoid us in the fame manner as we ourfelves do our 
Inferiors. By this ridiculous affectation are all the 
nleafures of focial life, and all the advantages of friend* 
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Vy converfe, utterly deuxojsed. Wcrcfwfc not our 
companions for their wit or learning, their. good-ha* 
mour or good*fenfe, hot for their power of conferring 
this imaginary dignity ; as if grcafnets was commu- 
nicable, like the powers of the loadftooe, by fricKoa} 
or by contact like db&ricity. Every young gentle- 
man is taught to believe it is more eligible, and 
more honourable, to dettooy his time, his fortune, his 
morals, and bis understanding, at a gaming-hoofe with 
the heft company % than to improve them ail in the con- 
vention of the xnoft ingenious and entertaining of hit 
equals ; and every felf~conceited girl in iaihiosabie Iif« 
chufes rather to endure the affeftedfilence and infolenft 
beadach .of my lady duchels for a whole evening than 
to pafs it in mirth and jollity with the moft amiable of 
her acquaintance. For fince it is poffible that iome of 
my readers, who bave not had the honour of being 
admitted into the beft company, would imagine that 
amongft fach there is ever the beft converfation, the 
moft lively wit, the moft profound judgment, the. mod 
engaging affability and politeneis ; it may be proper to 
inform them, that this is by no means always the cafej 
but that frequently in fuch company little is find, and 
lefs attended to; no. difpoution appears either to pleafc 
others or to be pleafed themfelves; but that, in oh* 
room of all the before -mentioned agreeable qualifica- 
tions, cards are introduced, endued witb the convenient 
power of reducing all men's underftandings, as well as 
their fortunes, to an equality. 

It is pleafant to obferve how this race, converted into 
a kind of perpetual warfare between the good and bad 
company in this country, has fubnued for half a. century 
lad paft ; in which the former have been perpetually 
purfued by the latter, and fairly beaten out of aIT their 
refources for fuperior diftincbon, out of innumerable 
faihions in drefs, and variety nf^dMrerfions; every one 
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of which they have been^bitged to abandon a* foot* 
as occupied by their impertinent mate. In vain hav© 
ttayarined therttfrlves with lace and embruidery, and 
intrenched thaaifcives in hoops and furbelows ; in vain 
ha«e they had recourfe to fuii- bottomed per ri wigs and 
toupee*, to htgh~heada and low-beads, and no heads 
at all* trade has befttowed riches on the competitors* 
andriahca have procured thorn equal finery. Hair hae 
carted a* genteel y on one fide of Temple- Bar as on 
the other, and hoops have grown to as prodigious a 
magnitude in the foggy air of Cheapnde as in the 
purer regions of Grofveftnr*3qo*rc and Hill Street. 

With as little fuecefs have operas, oratorios, ridot* 
tos, and other expenfrve diversions been invented to 
exclude bud company : tradefinea, by enhancing their 
prices, have found tickets for their wivesand daughters, 
and' by this means have been enabled to infult the good 
tmfdnf* their cuftomers, ac their own esperife ; and, 
Hke tree conquerors, have obliged the enemy to pay 
for their defeat. But this -ftratagem has in fome mea- 
sure been obviated by the prudence of the very befl com* 
fanyt who, for this, and. many other wife confederations, 
have ufcally declined paying them at all. 

For many years was this combat between the good and 
lad company of this metropolis performed, like the an- 
cient tilts and tournaments, before his Majefty and the 
royal family, every Friday night in the drawing-room 
at St James's ; which now appears, as it ufually fares 
wirh the (eat of war, defolate and uninhabited, and 
totally cfeferted on both fides; except that on Twelfth- 
*»ght the had company never fail to affemble, to com* 
macraorate annually the victories they have there ob- 
tained. 

The .good company being thus every where put to 
flight, they thought proper af laft to retire to their 
own citadels.} tha^ is, .to* £brm- numerous and brilliant 
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aflembties at their own hotels, in which they imagined 
that they could neither be imitated nor intruded on, 
Bat here again they were grievoufly miftaken; for 
no fooner was the fignal given, bat every little lod- 
ging-houfe in Town, of two rooms and a clofet on a 
floor, or rather of two clofets and a cup-board, teemed 
with card- tables, and overflowed with company; and 
as making a crowd was the great point here princi- 
pally aimed at, the fmaller the hoafes, and the more 
indifferent the company, this point was the more eafily 
effected. Nor could intrufion be better guarded againft 
than imitation; for by foooe means or other, either 
by the force of beauty or of drefs, of wealth or im- 
pudence, of folly enough to lofe great fums at play, 
or of knavery enough to win them, or of fome fuel* 
eminent or extraordinary qualifications, their plebeian 
enemies foon broke through the ft rongeft of their bar- 
riers, and mingled in the thickell of their ranks, to the 
utter deftru&ion of all fuperiority and diftin&ion. 

But though it may be owned that the affairs of the 
good company are now in a very bad fituation, yet I 
would not have them defpair, nor perpetually carry 
about the marks of their defeat iu their countenances, 
fo vifible in a mixture of fierte and dejection. They 
have ftill one afylum left to fly to, which, with all their 
advantages of birth and education, it is farprifing they 
fhould not long fince have discovered : but fince they 
have not, I (hall beg leave to point it out ; and it is 
this : that they once more retire to the long-deferted 
forts of true Britiih grandeur, their princely feats and 
magnificent caftles in their feveral counties ; and there, 
arming themfelves with religion and virtue, hofpitality 
and charity, civility and friendlhip, bid defiance to their 
impertinent purfuers. And though 1 will not under- 
take that they (hall not! even here, be followed in time, 
and imitated by their inferiors, yet fo avexfe arc all 
a 
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ranks of people at prefent to this fort of retirement, fo 
totally difufed from the exercife of thofe kinds 'of arms, 
and fo unwilling to return to it, that I will venture to 
promife it will be very long before they can be over* 
taken or attacked ; but that here, and here only, they 
may enjoy their favourite (ingularity unmolefted for 
half a century to come. 



Numb, 126. Thursday, May 29, 1755. 

I AM favoured by a correfpondentwith the following 
little inftru&ive piece, which he calls 

The Art or Happiness. 

A good temper is one of the principal ingredients of 
bappinefs. This, it may be faid, is the work of Nature, 
and muft be born with us ; and fo in a good meafure 
it is ; yet fome times it may be acquired by art, and al- 
ways improved by culture. Almoft every object that 
attracts our notice has its bright and its dark tide : he 
that habituates himfelf to look at the difpleafing fide 
will four his difpoficion, and, confequently, impair his 
happinefs; while he who conftantly beholds it on the 
bright fide infenfibly meliorates his temper, and, in 
confequence of it, improves his own happiuefs and the 
happinefs of all about him. 

Arachne and MelhTa are two friends. They are both 
of them women in years, and alike in birth, fortune, 
education, and accompliihments. They are originally 
alike in temper too ; but by different management are 
grown the revcrfeof each other. Arachne has accuftom- 
ed herfelf to look only on the dark fide of every object.. 
If a new poem or a play makes its appearance with 
a thoufand brilliances, and but one or t*o blernifhes, 

Vclump lit. P 



ii 4 THE WORLD. B»iz& 

(he flightly Duns over the pa&ages that ftonid give 
her pleasure, and dwells upon thofc only that fiU her 
with diflike. If you (how her a very excellent portrait,, 
fhe looks at fome part of the drapery which has been 
neglecled, or to, a hand or finger thai has been left tufc- 
finiftcd. Her garden is a very beantifnl one, and kept 
• with great neatnefc and elegancy: hut if yon. take a. 
walk with her in it (he talks to you of nothing but 
blights and ftorms, of fnails and caterpillers,. and bow 
impoffible it is to keep it from the Utter of falling leaves 
and worm cafts. If you fit down in one of her temples 
to enjoy a delightful profped, (he obferves to you that 
there is too much wood* or toe little water j that the 
day is too funny, or too gloomy ; that it is fultry, of 
windy; and finifhes with a long harangue upon the 
wretchedness of our climate. When you return with 
her to the company,, in hopes of a little cheerful con- 
versation, (he calls a gloom over all, by giiing yout the 
hiftory of her own bad health, or fome ssttlanchely ao 
cident that has befallen* one of her daughter's children. 
Thus (he infenfibly finks her own. fpirfcs and the fpirkss 
of all around her, and ait laft difcoverj* flic knows not 
why, that her friends are grave*. 

Meliffa is the reverfe of ail this* By conAantly habi- 
tuating herfelf to look only on the bright fide of objects, 
fhe preferves a perpetual cheerfulnefs in herfelf, which, 
by a kind of happy contagion, fhe communicates to all 
about her. If any misfortune has befallen her, (he con* 
fitters it might hare been, worfe, and is thankful to 
Providence for aa efcape. She rejoices in iblitude, as 
it gives her an opportunity of knowing herfelf: and 
in fociety, becaufe fhe can communicate the happinefs 
fhe enjoys. She oppofes every man's virtfces to his fail- 
ings, and can find out fome thing to, chcrifh and ap- 
plaud in the yery worft of her acquaintance. She opens 
every book with a defire to be entertained ox inftruded 
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and therefore fekUnn miffes what (he looks for. Walk 
with her, though it be but on a heath or a common, 
astd flie will difcover owaberiefs beauties, onobferved 
faefore, ia the hitis, the dales, the brown, the brakes, 
and the variegated flowers of weeds and poppies. She 
enjoys tvery change 4f weather and of ftafon as bring* 
sag withit ibmething rf With or convenience, la 
converfation it is a role with her never to ftart a fub- 
je& that leads to any thing gloomy or difagreeable ; 
70a there fo re never hear her repeating her own grievan* 
ces, or thole of her neighbours, or (what is worft of all) 
their sanies or imperfections* If any thing of the latter 
tindfee mentioned in her hearing, Ae has had the aoV 
rirefs to torn it into entertatmatnt, by changing the 
saoft odious coiling into a pleafent raillery. Thus 'Me- 
9ft*a> tikeJhe bee* gathers honey from every weed ; while 
Arachne, like the fpider, fueks poifon from the faireft 
lowers. The coafcquence is, that of two tempers, once 
very nearly allied, the one is for ever four aad diffrtif- 
£ed, the other always gay and cheerful ; the one fpreads 
an oniverfai gloom, the other a continual funfliine. 

There is nothing more worthy of our attention than 
this art of happinefs. In converfation as well as life 
happinefs very rftea depends upon the flighted inci- 
dents. The taking notice of the badnefs of the wea- 
ther, a north-eaft wind, the approach of winter, or any 
trifling circumftance of the difagreeable kind, (hall in* 
fcnfibly rob a whole company of its good-humour, and 
fling every member of it into the vapours, if, therefore, 
we would be happy in ourfelves, and are defirous of 
communicating that happinefs to all about us, thefe 
minuti* of converfation ought carefully to be attended 
to. The brightnefs of the fky, the lengthening of the 
days, the increafing verdure of fpring, the arrival of 
any little piece of good news, or whatever carries with 
it the moft diftant glimpfe of joy, (hall frequently be the 
Pa 
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parent of a focial and happy conversation. Good man- 
ners exad from us this regard to oar company. The 
clown may repine at the funfhine that ripens his har- 
veft, becaufe his turnips are burnt up by it 5 bat the 
man of refinement will extract pleafore from the thun- 
der-ftorm to which he is expofed, by remarking on the 
plenty and refrefhment which may be expc&ed from 
fuch a (bower. 

Thus does good manners, as well as good fenfe, di- 
rect us to look at every object on the bright fide ; and 
by thus acting we cheriih and improve both the * one 
antf the other. By this practice it is that Meliffa is be- 
come the wifeft and beft-bred woman living ; and by 
this practice may every man and woman arrive at jhat 
eafy benevolence of temper which the world calls 
good-nature, and the fcripture charity, whofe natural 
and never- failing fruit is bappinefi. 

1 cannot better conclude' this paper than with the 
following Ode, which I received from another corre- 
fpondent, and which feems to be written in the fame 
fpirit of cheerfulnefs with the above Eflay. 



O D E to the Morning, 

THE fprightly meflengcr of Day 
To hcav'n afcending, tunes the lay ' 

That wakes the blufliing Morn : 
Cbeer'd with th' infpiring notes, I rife, 
And hail the Pow'r whole glad fupplies 

Th' enlivened plains adorn. 

Far hence retire, O Night ! thy praifc, 
Majeftic queen! in nobler lays, 

Already has been Tung; 
When thine own fpheres expire, thy name, 
Secure from Time, {hall rife in fame, 

lmmortalii'd by Young. 
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See, while I fpeak, Aurora fiicds 
Her early honours o'er the meadi, 

The fpringing vallies Anile : 
With cheerful hafte the village fwain 
Renews the labours of the plain, 

And meets th' accuftom'd toil* 

Day's Monarch comes to blifs the year! 
Winged Zephyrs wanton round his car 

Along th* ethereal road; 
Plenty and Health attend his beams, 
And Truth, divinely bright, proclaim! 

The vint of the god. 

Aw'd by the view, my foul reveres 

The great Firft Caufe that bade the fpheres 

In tuneful order move : 
Thine is the fable-mantled night, 
TJnfeen Almighty! and the light 

The radiance of thy love. 

Hark! the awaken'd grove repays 
With melody the genial rays, 

And Echo fp reads the (train ; 
The (beams in grateful murmurs run, 
The bleating flocks (alute the fun, 

And muiic glads the plain. 

While Nature thus her charms difplays, 
Let me enjoy the fragrant breeze 

The or/ning flow'rs diffofe ; 
Temr/rance and Innocence attend, 
Thefe are your haunts, your influence lend, 

Aflbciatcs of the Mufe ! 

Riot, and Guilt, and wafting Care, 
And fell Revenge, and black Defpair, 

Avoid the morning's light ; 
£for beams the fun, nor blooms the rofe, 
Their re'ftlefs paflioos to compofc, 

Who Virtue's dictates flight. 

Along the mead, and in the wood, 
And on the margin of the flood, 
• The goddefs walks confefs'd; 
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She gives the landscape pow'Ttaeharm, 
The fan his genial heat tD^wtm, 
The wife and generous fercaft. 

Happy the man ! whofc tranquil safari 
Sees Nature in her changes tind, 

And pleas'd the whole farveys; 
For him the mom fccnigmly fmsle*. 
And evening (hades itwaajd me xmU 

That mcafnre out his days. 

The varying year may mift the feese, 
The (bunding tempeft lafh the mam* 

And HeavVs own thunders roll ; 
Calmly he views the mvftiag ftossn, 
Tempefts nor thunder can deform 

The morning of his fouL 
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yM^Wfc— — *^ll I I ■■ I . 1 ! i n ■ ■■ 

" Qjus novtn hie noftrit Hjcocffit tedtbns Wptt? 

41 Qpem fefe ore ferens ?"— • Vsr?, 

With ftrsnge ideas of oar Trojan gueft, 
Hb worth, his actions, and roaj«ftic air. 
A man descended from the gods declare. 

ALTHOUGH I profefe myfelf a scaJotu advocate 
for modern fashion, and have countenanced fome 
of its boldeft innovations, yet I cannot "but recall my ap- 
probation, when I fee it making fome very irregular and 
unjufttfiable fallies, fn oppofition to true policy and rea- 
fons of date. In teftimony of the perfect qoietifm 1 have 
hitherto obferved in this refpect, I defy any one to con- 
vict me of having uttered one fyllable in praife of the 
good roaft beef of Old England fince the confpiracy fct 
on foot by the Creolian epicures totally to banifh it our 
ifland. On the other hand, it is well known I hare been 
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lately preftst at a turtle feaft ia perfan, and Hare at 
this veiy boar fewecal engagements, upon my hands. 
I have acquiefced likewife with great andfudden revo- 
lutions ixtdreis a*wett as taftc; 1 have fubuatted, in 
oppofition to the clamours of a namerotis party, to 
demanding die intrenchments of the hoop, on a tacit 
peomife from my fair countrywomen (ia compliance to 
the a pp li ca tion of the young men) that they would leave 
the fmall of the leg at baft as viable as before. I have 
uade no obje&an to their wearing the cardinal, though 
it he a hahk of Fbptfb etymology, and was, I am 
afraid, firft invented to hide die fiuttifhaefs of French. 
diihabUle. Nay, I have even connived at the importa- 
tion of rouge, upon ftrioos conviction that a fine woman) 
has aa inconteftibic right to be miftcefs of her own comr 
plcjdoa; neither do I know that we have any pretence 
ta fubjec? her to the neceflky of telling ns on die mor- 
row the late hows fee was under engagement to keep) 
the. night before ; a grievance which, throngh the ex* 
treme delicacy of her natural complexion, could no 
otherwife be remedied* 

My abfblute compliance in f» many important in- 
Aaaces will, I hope, fecure me from any imputation of 
preLudice againft the doounion of Fathion, which I anx 
at (aft under the neceflky of oppofing, as it has intro«* 
duced under itsfcunfUon one of the moft dangerous and 
impolitic caftoms. that was ever admitted- into a com* 
monwealth, which is the unnatural and unconftitutio«* 
nal practice of inoculation. The evil tendency of this 
practice I have fuch unanfwerable arguments to evince, 
as I doubt not will bani(h k our ifland, and fend it back 
to the confines of Circaffia, from whence one could hard- 
ly fuipeci a lady of quality would have been fo wicked 
as to have imported it. 

I muft firft premife, which is not gready. to its cre- 
dit,, that it is of Turkifh extraction ; and (to fpeak as 
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a man) I profefs I dread left it fhouJd be a means of 
introducing, in thefe opera days, fome more alarming 
practices of the feraglio. 

It feems likewife, by. the bye, toftrike at the belief of 
abfolute predeftination ; for (as a zealous Calvinift 
gravely remarked) is it not very prefumptuous for a 
young lady to attempt fecuring not above twenty fpots 
in her face, when perhaps it is abfo lately decreed fhe 
{hall have two hundred, or none at all ? 

But to my firft argument. The world in general 
(for I pay no regard to what the author of the Perjian 
Letters afferts to the contrary) is certainly much over- 
peopled; and the proofs of it in this metropolis we 
cannot but vifibly remark, in the conftant labour of 
builders, mafons, &c. to fit up habitations for the in- 
creaiing fupernumeraries. This inconvenience had in a 
great meafure been prevented by the proper number 
of people who were daily removed by the fmall-pox 
in the natural way ; one, at lead, in feven dying, to the 
great eafe and convenience of the furvivors ; whereas, 
fince Inoculation has prevailed, all hopes of thinning 
our people that way are entirely at an end, not above 
one in three hundred being taken off, to the great in- 
cumbrance of fqciety. So that, unlefs we (hould fpeedily 
have a war upon the continent, we (hall be in danger 
of being eaten up with famine at home, through the 
multiplicity of our people, whom we have taken this 
unnatural method of keeping alive. 

My fecond argument was iuggefted to me by a very- 
worthy country gentleman of my acquaintance, whom 
I met this morning taking fome frelh air in the Park. 
I accofted him with the free impertinence of a friend at 
the firft interview. *<What brought you toTown.Siri" 
" My wife, Sir, (fays he, in a very melancholy tone), my 
" wife. It had p leafed her, the firft four years of our 
\* marriage, to livepeaceably in the country, and to epa- 
1 
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•* ploy herfelf in fetting out her table, vifiting her 
•• neighbours, or attending her nurfery ; and it' ever a 
" wiih broke out after the diverfions of the Town, it 
" was eafily foothed down again by my faying, with ac- 
•• cents of tendernels, My Dear, we would certainly fee 
" London this fpring, but my lart letters tell me the 
■• fmall-pox is very much there. But no fooner had 
" (he heard the fatal fuccefs of Inoculation than ihe 
" in fitted on the trial of it ; has fucceeded ; and having 
" baffled my old valuable argument to keep her in 
V the country, has hurried me to Town, and is now 
'•' mod induftrionfly making up her four years' lofs of 
** time at the Abbey, by entering with the mod coura- 
" geous fpirit into every party of pleaiure the can pof- 
•• fibly partake in," 

The inference I would make from my friend's (lory 
is, not that the nation is deprived hereby of a convenient 
bugbear to confine ladies to the country, an abufe £ 
would by no means countenance ; but to (how only to 
Our fagacious politicians, who are fearching for more 
important reafons, that it is undoubtedly owing to the 
increafe of Inoculation, together with the number of 
convenient turnpikes, that fo many of our worthy coun- 
try gentlemen have evacuated their hofpitable feats, 
and roll away with fafety and tranquillity to Town, to. 
the great diminution of country neighbourhood, and in- • 
fufferable incumbrance ok' all public places in this me* 
tropolis. 

Another ill confequence of this practice I have re- 
marked more than once in walking round the circle 
at Ranelagh. Beauties are naturally difpofed to be a 
little infolent ; and a confeioufnefs of fuperior charms, 
where the pofTcflion is confirmed to the party, is very 
apt to break out into little triumphant airs and fa] lies 
of haughtinefs towards thofe of avowed inferiority in, 
that refpecl. Hence that air of defiance, fo vifible in the 
Volume III. Q_ 
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looks of our fined women, which in the laft age was 
foftened and corrected with fome fmail traits ok meek- 
nefs and timidity; while then nhappy group of plain 
women, who bear about them thole honourable fears fof 
which they ooght to be revered, can fcarcely meet with 
a beauty who will drop them a curtfy, or a bean who 
will lead them to their chariots. 

Neither do I think it for the advantage of a com- 
monwealth to be overstocked with beauties. They are 
undoubtedly the moft fui table furniture for public pla- 
ces, very proper objects to embellim an afiembly-room, 
and the prettied points of view in the Park : but it is be-' 
lieved by fome, that your plain women, whofe under- 
standings are not perverted by admiration, make the 
difcreeteft wives and the beft mothers : fo that, to fe- 
cure a conftant fupply of fit and ugly women to a& in 
thefe neceffary capacities, this modern invention for the 
prefervation of pretty feces ought, no doubt, to be abo- 
lifhed • fince, on a juft computation, ten fine women 
per annum (which we can never want in England) wilt 
be fuificient to entertain the beau monde for a whole 
feafon, and completely furnifh all the public places 
every night, if properly difpofed. 

I had fome thoughts of laying thefe argument* 
againft Inoculation before the legislature, in hopes that 
they would ftrengthen them with their authority, and 
give them the fan&ion of a law againft fo pernicious at* A 
invention; but 1 was difcouraged by a friend, who con- 
vinced me, that however juft 1 might be in my opinion, 
that our people were growing too numerous, and in the 
caufe to which 1 imputed it, the pernicious fuccefs of In- 
oculation, yet it might be impolitic to attempt redu- 
cingthem at this critical feafon, when thelegiflature may 
have occafion to difpofe of them fome other way. He 
propofed to me, as the moft effectual means of fuppref- 
iing this growing evil, that it (hould be recommended 
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to feme zealous and fafhiooable preacher to denounce 
bis anathemas againft it, which would not fail to deter 
all ladies of quality from the practice of it. But I would 
rather propofe that a golden medal ihould be given by 
the college of phyficians to the ableft of the profeffion 
who ihould publifh the completeft treatife to prove* 
(as undoubtedly might be proved), u That whatever 
•• diftemper any perfon (hall die of at feventy years of 
" age mud infallibly be owing to his having l^een in- 
•* oculated at feven ; and that every perfon who has 
" had the fmall-pox by inoculation may have it after- 
" wards ten times in the natural way." 
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MONTAIGNE tells us of a gentleman of his coun- 
try much troubled with the gout, who being 
advifed by his phyficians to abftain from (alt meats, 
a(ked what elfe they would give him to quarrel with 
in the extremity of his fits ; for that he imagined cur- 
jfing one minute the Bologna iaufages, and another the 
dried tongues, he had eaten was fome mitigation of his 
pain. 

If all men, when they are either out of health, or out 
-pf humour, would vent their rage after the manner of 
this Frenchman, the world would be a much quieter 
one than we fee it at prefent. But dried tongues and 
iaufages have no feeling of our difpleafure; therefore 
we referve it for one another : and be that can wound 
his neighbour in his fame, or fow the feeds of difctird 
in his family, derives happinefs to himfelf. 

I once knew a hotband and wife who, wkhout having 
the lead tincture of affection for each other, or any fingle 
^accompUlhment of mind or perfon, made a fhift to live 
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comfortably enough by contributing equaJIy to the abufe 
of their acquaintance. The confideration of one an- 
other's uneafinefs, or, what was ftill better, that it was 
in their power to inflict it, kept pain, ficknefs, and mif- 
fortune, from touching them too nearly. They collect- 
ed feparately thefcandal of the day, and made themfelves 
company for one another, by confultinghow they might 
difperfe it with additions and improvements. I have 
known the wife to have been cored of a fit of the colic 
by the hu {band's telling her that a yonng lady of her 
acquaintance was run off with her father's footman s 
and 1 once faw the hufband^fit with a face of delight 
to have a tooth drawn, upon my bringing him the news 
that a very particular friend of his was a bankrupt ia 
the Gazette. Their lofles at cards were what chiefly 
tormented them; not fo much from a principle of ava- 
rice as from the confideration that what they had loft 
others had won ; and upon thefe occafions the family 
peace has been fometimes difturbed : but a frefh piece 
«f fcandal, or a new misfortune befalling any of the 
neighbourhood, has immediately fet matters right, and 
made them the happieft people in the world. » 

1 think it is an obfervation of the witty and ingenious 
author of Tom Jones, (1 forget his words), that the only 
unhappy fituatiun in marriage is a ftate of indifferenrfj. 
Where people love one another, fays he, thejr have great 
pleafure in obliging; and where they hate one another 
they have equal pleafure in tormenting. But where 
they have neither Jove nor hatred, and, of confequence, 
no defire either to pleafe or plague, there can be no fuch 
thing as happinefs. That this obfervation may be true in 
general I very readily allow ; yet I have inftanced a 
couple who, though as indifferent to each other as it 
was poffible for man and wife to be, have yet contrived 
to be happy through the misfortunes of .their friends.' 

ftut it isneverthelef&true of happinefs, that itisprin- 
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ci pall y to be found at home ; and therefore it is that 
in mod families one vifns one fees the huiband and wife 
(inftead of contenting themfelve^s with the miferies of 
their neighbours) mutually plaguing one another: and 
after a fucceffion of difputes, contradictions, mortifica- 
tions, fheers, pouts, abufes, and fometimes blows, they 
retreat feparately into company, and are the eafieft and 
pleafanteft people alive. 

That this is to be mutually happy I believe few mar- 
ried couples will deny ; efpeciaJly if they have lived to- 
gether a fortnight, and of courfe are grown tired ot ob- 
liging. But it has been very luckily difcovered, that as 
our forrows are leftened by participation, ioallb are our 
joys ; and that unlefs the pleafure of tormenting be con- 
fined entirely to one party, the happinefs of either can 
by no means be perfect. The wife, therefore, of a meek 
and tender difpofttion, who makes it the ft tidy of her 
life to pleafe and oblige her huiband, and to whom he 
is indebted for every advantage he enjoys, is the fittefc 
object of his tyranny and averfion. Upon fuch a wife 
he may exert himfelf nobly, and have all the pleafure 
to himfelf; but I would advife him to enjoy it with fome 
little caution, becaufe (though the weekly bills take no 
notice of it) there is really fuch a difeafe as a broken 
heart, and the misfortune is, that there is no torment- 
ing a dead wife. 

Happy is the hufbind of fuch a woman t for unlefs 
a man goes into company with the confeious pleafure 
of having left his wife roiferable at home, his temper 
may not be proof againft every accident he may meet 
with abroad; but having firft of all discharged his fpleen 
and ill-humour upon his own family, he goes into com- 
pany prepared to be plea fed and happy with every 
thing that occurs : or if crones and disappointments 
fhould unavoidably happen, he has a wife to repair to, 
on whom he can bellow with intercil every vexation 
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he has received. Thus it was honeftly and wifely faid 
by the old ferjcant of feventy, who, when his officer afk- 
ed htm how he came to marry at fo great an age, anfwer- 
ed, " Why, an't pleafe your Honour, they teaze and 
•• put cue out of humour abroad, and fo 1 go home and 
" beat my wife." And indeed happy is it for fociety that 
men have commonly fuch repofltories for their ill* 
humours ; for I can truly aiTert, that the eafieft, the 
beft-natured, and the mdft entertaining man I know out 
of his own houfe, is the mod tyrannical mailer, brother, 
hufband, and father, in the whole world ; and who, if 
he had no family to make miferable at home, would he 
the conftant difturber of every party abroad. 

But I am far from limiting this particular privilege 
to a hufband : the wife has it fome times in her power 
to enjoy equal happinefs. For Utftance, when a woman 
of family and fpirit condefcends to marry for a mainte- 
nance a wealthy citizen, whofe delight is in peace, quiet** 
nefs, and domeftic endearments; fuch a woman may 
continually fill his houfe with routs and hurricanes; 
{he may teaze and fret him with her fuperiority of birth; 
fhe may torment his heart with jealoufy, and wade his 
fubftance in rioting and gaming. . She will have one 
advantage, too, over the male tyrant, inafmuch as (he 
may carry her triumph beyond the grave, by making 
the children of her hufband's footmen the inheritors of 
his fortune. 

Thus, as an advocate for matrimony, I have enter- 
ed into a particular difquifition of its principal comforts; 
and that no motives may be wanting to induce men to 
engage in it, I have endeavoured to (how that it is next 
to an impoflibility for a couple tomifcarry, fince hatred 
as well as love, and indifference as well as either, (I mean 
if people have fenfe enough to make a right ufe of their 
friends' misfortunes), is fufficientfor happinefs. Indeed 
it is hard to guefs, when one reads in the public papers 
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that a treaty of marriage is on foot between the right 
Honourable Lord Somebody, and Lady Betty Such-a. 
one, whether his Lordlhip's and the Lady's paffion be 
Jo*e or hatred ; and, to fay truth, it is of very little con- 
fequence to which of thefc paffions their defire of coming 
together is firft owing ; it being at lead fix to four that, 
m the compafs of a month, they hate one another hearti. 
Iy. Bat let not this deter any of my readers from en. 
tenng into the ftate of matrimony ; fince the pleafure 
ef obliging the objea of our deures is at lead equalled 
by the pleafure of tormenting the object of our averfion. 
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I SHALL make no apology for the following mifcel. 
latieous letters, nnfefs it be to the writers of them 
»or f long delaying their publication. 

Sir, To Mr Fitz-Awm. 

P a r? e f lat r Ear ^ Ma , r .!M app,yin 8 t0 a bookfeller at 
^Ms for fome Engl.lh books, was anfwered by the 
Frenchman, that he had none in his (hop except «» 
M* bagatelle, called the Bible. Your reader7will oe 
aformed, that this ,„*, iagatelle , a$ the J£g £ 

tl^ U *r COI> ^ ,nS am00 S other matter ) fome little 
y ,fe, of eaftern wifdom, and particuUrlv ceS 

SS" C °i le «'i* ?° e KingSolomo»,of whUm^ 

tWfc £ a^r^ Sc,p, .°' a pWt r fellow in *« daV, 
£o.ugh moft of h.s maxims haye been confuted by ex! 

rX j ? ^e 'irtuous woman of that monarch cor- 
^ponds with the fine lady of the prefent times! 



1 
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«• Who can find a virtuous woman ?*' fays Solomon. 
By the way,/ he muft have kept lad company, or, elfe 
virtuous women were extremely fcarce in thofe days : 
for it will be no boaft to fay that five thoufand virtuous 
women may be a (Tern bled at any time in this metro- 
polis on a night's warning. Solomon defcribes the 
character fo, that it is not.fo eafy to miftake it. " She 
*' bringeth her food from afar." That is to fay, the 
tea-table of the virtuous woman is fupplied with fugar 
and cordials from Barbadoes, and with tea from China ; 
the bread and butter and fcandal only being the pro- 
duce of her native country. «« She rifes whilft it is 
•« yet night." This cannot literally be faid of our mo- 
dern virtuous women ; but one may venture to aflert, 
that if to rife while it is yet night be the characleriftic 
of virtue, to (it up the whole night, and thereby have 
no occafion for riling at all,' mud imply no ordinary 
meafure of goodnefs. " She ftrengtheneth her arms." 
This is a circumftanceof fome delicacy: fuch myftertc* 
fuit not the vulgar ear. The hufband of the virtuous 
woman may fay, as the poet fays of Friend (hip with 
the great, expert us metuit. " She maketh herfelf cover- 
" rogs of tapeftry ; her clothing is filk and purple." 
This plainly indicates that no lady can be confummate- 
ly virtuous unlefs (he wear brocaded ft Iks, and robtngs 
of French embroidery. To thefe Solomon, with all 
the accuracy of a tire- woman, adds purple ribbons. 
This paflage is liable to mifapplication ; but the words, 
" (he maketh herfelf coverings," mean not that a vir- 
tuous woman mud of neceflky be a work-woman : to 
make fignifies to occafion the making of any thing : 
thus a perfon is faid to make intereft, when in truth it 
is not he but his money that makes the intereft. Thus 
Auguftus fought battles by proxy ; and thus many re- 
fpe&able perfonages beget children. So that a virtu- 
ous woman need not embroider in perfon; let her pay 
4 
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for the work (he befpcaks, and no more is required. 
" Her hufband is known in the gates." More univer- 
faJly known by his relation to his wife than by his own 
name. Thus you are told at public places, that is 
Mrs Such-a-one's hufband, or, he that married Lady 
Such-a-onc. " He fitteth among the elders of the 
" land," at White's, where the elders of the land af- 
femble themfeives. 

Let me add one more inftance of the fimilitude be- 
tween a fine lady and the virtuous woman of Solomon, 
and I have done. When a lady returns home at Bvc 
in the morning from the nocturnal myfteries of Bragg, 
how rauft the heart of her huiband exalt when he fees 
her flambeau rivalling the light of the fun ! May he 
not cry out in the words of the eaftern Monarch," Bleff- 
" ed is the virtuous woman ; her candle goeth not out 
•« by night i" 

lam, Sir, 

Your mod humble fervant. 



Mr Fitz-AdAm, 

I have had the honour of fitting in the three Iaft 
parliaments ; for as it was always my opinion that an 
honeft man mould facrifice every private confidcration 
tt> the fervice of his country, I fpared no expenfe at my 
elections, nor afterwards to fupport an intereft in my 
borough, by giving annuities to half the corporation, 
building a town-hall, a market houfe, a new fteeple to 
the church, together with a prefent of a ring of bells 
that ufed to ftun me with their noife. To defray all 
thefe expehfes I was obliged to mortgage my eftate to 
its full value, excepting only two thou fan d pounds* 
which fum i took up again ft the lad general election, 
and went down to my borough, where I was told there 
would be an oppofition. What I heard was true; an 
Volume III. R 



HO THE WORLD* No 129/ 

abfoioteftranger had declared himfeif a candidate ; and ; 
though I fpent every farthing of my two thoofand 
pounds, and was promtfed the voles and incereft of the. 
mayor and corporation, they, every man of them, went 
againft me, and I loft my election. 

As I have now no opportunity of fervmg my country, 
and have a wife and (even fmall children to maintain, 
I have been at lad concerting meafnres how I might do 
a fmall fervice to myfelf : and as there arc many worthy 
gentlemen at prefent in the fame unfortunate fituatlon, 
1 cannot think of a betttfr expedient than to reeom^ 
mend to the parliament, at their next meeting, the pafF- 
ing an acl for ratting a fund towards the bnilding and 
endowing an hofpital for the relief and fupport of de- 
cayed members. I mention it thus early, becaofe £ 
would give the legHlature time to deliberate upon fuch 
a propofal. And furely, Mr Fitz- Adam, if the lofs of 
a limb (hall be fufficient to entitle the meaneft foldier 
or failor in the fervice to this privilege, how much 
more worthy of relief is the di fabled patriot, who has 
facrificed his family and fortune to the intereft ef his 
country ! 
Your inferting this letter will greatly oblige, 
Sir, , 

Your very humble (errant, 

B. ]>. 

. P. S. AH gentlemen reading in Town, who have loft 
their fortunes by former parliaments, and their elections 
in this, are defired to meet on Saturday the aid of this 
inftant June, at three o'clock in the afternoon, at the 
Cat and Bagpipe in St Giles's, to confider of the above 
propofal, or of any other ways and means for their im- 
mediate fupport. . 

r N. 8. A dinner will bd provided at nine-pence a head. 
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Sir, 

The proftitution of characters given in behalf of bad 
(etvan&s has been long a. grievance, demanding the at- 
tention <of the Public. Give me leave to awaken it by 
a fpecimcn from my own experience. 

Some time fince an old fervant left me upon fhor t 
notice. 1 had .another recommended, as very honeft, 
by a neighbouring family, whom he had ferved. As 
I was preifcd for time, I took him .upon that tingle 
qualification in lien of all the reft ; and relying upon 
the repeated affurances of his integrity, repofed an en- 
tire confidence in him. In £bme little, time, however, 
finding an increafe of expenfe in the articles under his 
particular management, 1 difcovered, upon obfervation, 
that the perquifites, or rather plunder, of his province, 
had been nearly, doubled. His difioiffion, you may 
idaagine, enfued, and complaint to Che perfons who had 
recommended him. The anfwer was, that they knew 
him to be a Cad fellow by the tricks he had played 
than, but that they would not fay a word of it, becaufe 
they thought it wicked to hinder him of a place. 

Now, .Mr Fitz-Adam* I conceive it to be but a wick* 

cd world, when gentlemen will help thieves and rob- 

* hers to get into people's houfes ; and I (hall take for the 

fijtuce a bare acquittal at the Old Bailey as a better 

recommendation than that of fuch a friend. 

1 am, S i a, 

Yburhumble fervant, 

J. A. B. 

The abufe complained of by this correfpondent is of 
too ferious a nature to be paiTed over {lightly. It is 
to this miftaken companion that the disorderly beha- 
viour of fervants is, perhaps, principally owing; for if 
the puniihment of dtupnefty be only a change of place, 

R2 . 
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(which may be a reward inftead of a punifliment), it 
ceafes to be a fervant's intereft to be true to his truth 

This proftitation of characters (as my correfpondent 
calls it) is grown fo common, that a (errant, after he 
has committed the moft palpable robbery, for which 
yoo are turning him out of doors, and which would go 
near to hang him at the Old Bailey, looks coropofedly 
in your face, and very modeftly hopes that you will not 
refufe him a character, " for that you are too worthy 
" a gentleman to be the ruin of a poor fervant, who 
" has nothing bat bis character to depend upon for his 
" bread.* 1 So away he goes, and you are really fo very 
worthy a gentleman as to aflurc the firft perfon who 
inquires about him, that he is a fober, diligent, and 
faithful fervant. Thus are you accetTary to the next 
robbery he commits, and ought, in my humble opinion, 
to be deemed little left than an acccflkry by the law : 
for the fervant who opens the door of his mailer's 
houfe to the thief that plunders it differs from yoo only 
in the motive, the confequences are the fame. 

1 have faid in a former paper, that the behaviour of 
fervants depends in a great meafure on that of their 
matters and miflrefTes. In this inftance I am fure it 
does : I (hall therefore conclude this Paper with advi- 
fmg all heads of families to give honeft characters be- 
fore they allow themfelves to exclaim againft difhoncft 
fervants. 



Numb. 130- Thursday, June 26, 1755, 



c To MrFiTZ-ADAM. 

Sir, 



^ HEN your fab. World made its appearance, I 
* v was juft entering into what is called polite life, 
and was mightily plcafed at your promifing young 
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maids how to get hn (bands. I was then juft eighteen, 
not difagreeabie in my perfon ; and, by the tender care 
. of indulgent parents, had been inftructed in all the ne- 
ceffary accomplifhments towards making a good wife, a 
good mother, and a fincere friend. I refolved to keep 
ftrictly to all the roles yon fhould prefcribe, and did 
not doubt but, by the time I was twenty, I fliould have 
choice of admirers, or very probably be married. But, 
would you believe it? I have not fo much as one man 
who makes any fort of pretentions to me. I am at a 
lofs to account for this, as I have not been guilty of 
any of thofe errors which you and all fober men ex- 
claim fo much againft, I hate routs, feldom touch a 
card, and wl)en 1 do, it is more to oblige others than 
myielf. Plays are the only public amufements I fre- 
quent; but I go only to gopd ones, and then always in 

good company. Don't think by good company I 

mean quality ; for, I aflure you, I never go to any public 

place but with people of unexceptionable character. My 

complexion is of the olive kind ; yet I have the affur- 

ance to (how my bare face, though I have been often 

told it is very indecent. However, to atone in fome 

meafure for this neglect, I never am feen without a 

handkerchief, nor with my petticoats above my fhoes. 

Though my fortune is rather beyond what is called 

genteel, I never run into any extravagancy in drefs ; 

and, to avoid particularity, am never the firft norjthe laft 

in a fafhion. I am an utter enemy to fcandal, and ne* 

ver go out of a morning either to auctions or the Park, 

If by chance I am alone a whole afternoon, I am never 

at a lofs how to fpend my time, being fond of reading. 

I have an aversion to coquetry, yet am the cheerfuleft 

creature living, and never better pleafed than when join? 

ing in a country dance, which I can do for a whole night 

together, without either falling in love with my partner 

if unagreeable, or quarrelling with him if awkward. 
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Girls may pretend to deny it, bat certainly, the whole 
tenor of their a&ions leads to the dhpoiing of tbemfcives 
advantageoufly in the world. Some fet about it one 
way, and feme another ; all of them chafing what they 
think the moft likely method to fncosed. Now, I am 
fare, when they purine a wrong one, that nine times in 
ten it is owing to the men; for were they to admire 
'women for virtue, prudence, good-humour, and good 
fane, as well as beauty, we would feek no other orna- 
ments. The men ought to fet the example, and then re- 
ward thofe who follow it, by making them good kilo- 
bauds. But inftead of this, they make it their butiriefs 
to turn the heads of all the girls they -meet ; which 
when they have effe&ually done they exclaim againft 
the folly of the whole fex, and either cheat us of our 
fortunes by marrying our grandmothers, or die bache- 
lors. 

Now pray, Mr Fitz-Adam, as this k the oafe, what 
encouragement has a young woman to let about im- 
proving her mind ? I. am Aire, in the fmati circle of 
my acquaintance, I have * known Jevenri women who 
have reached their thirtieth year unnoticed, whole good 
qualities are filch as would make it difficult to find men 
to deferve.tfaera. ^ 

In public places the coquette, with a fmall (hare of 
beauty, and that perhaps artificial, (hall, with the moft 
trifling converfation in the world, engrofs the attention 
of a whole circle, while the woman of inodefty and 
fenfe is forced to be filent becaufe fhe cannot be heard. 
Thus, when we find that it is not merit which recom- 
mends us to the notice of the men, can it be wondered 
at, that while we are defirons of changing our condi- 
tions, we try every innocent artifice to accomplish our 
deftgnsi 

* As to myfelf, I have a great refp*& for the married 
(late j but if I cannot meet with a. man that will take 
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>, jofr as Nature har formed me, I will lire fingle for 

ever: for it has been always a rale with me, never to 

e *cpe ft tke leaft advantage from the pofleflion of any 

rt%i*g which is not to be attuned bat at theexpenfe of 

rs-mh. 

I am not fa vara, Mr Fhz-Adam, as to imagine this 

letter will nifcrfe a place in your paper; all I defire is, 

that yott will oblige me fo far as to write a World upon 

the fufejdcT: and, might I advife, let the women alone, 

stad apply yoorfdf entirety to the reformation of the 

men ; for when onee they begm to cherifh any thing 

valuable and prat fe- worthy in themfelves, you wilt 

foon find the women to follow their example. 

1 am, S f r, 

Your conftant reader* 

and admirer, 

M.S. 

Mr Fit.z-Adam, 

You have ofte!* animadverted on theprtsfent fafbton- 
able indecencies of female dreft; botl wi(h yon would 
pkafe now and thtti to look a little at home, and be- 
ftow fome of your charitable advice upon your own fex. 

You are to know, Sir, that I am one of three old 
maids, who, though' no relations, have refotved to live 
and die together. Oar fortunes, which fingly are bad 
final), enable vs, when pat together, to live gen tee I y, 
and to keep two maids and a footman* Patrick hat 
lived with us now going on of fix years, and, to do his* 
juftice, is a^ofcer, pleaaly, and diligent ietvttit: indeed/ 
by ftodying our tempers, and paying a Aleut obedicnc* 
to all oar whims, (for we do not pretend to be without 
whims)/ he has made himfelf fo trivial that there is no 
doing withotlt him. We give him no livery, bat allow 
him a haddfom* fum yearly for clothes; and, to fay 
the truth, till within this laft week he has drefled wrth 
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great propriety and decency; when all at once* to our 
great confufion and diftrefs, he has had the a flu ran ce 
to appear at the fideboard in a pair of filthy Nankin 
breeches, and thofe made to fit fo extremely tight, that 
a lefs curious obferver might have miftaken them for no 
breeches at all. The fhame and confufion fo vifible in 
all our faces, one would think, fhould fugged to him the 
odioufnefs of his drefs ! but the fellow feems to have 
thrown off every appearance of decency : for at tea- 
table, before company, as well as at meals, we are 
forced 60 endure him in this abominable Nankin, our 
modefty all the time ftruggliog with Nature to efface the 
ideas it conveys. 

For the firft two days, though we could think of no- 
thing elfe, fhame kept it ftlent even to one another : but 
we could hold out no longer ; yet what to determine 
neither of us knew. Patrick, as I told you before, was 
a good fervant ; and to turn him away for a (ingle fault, 
when that fault would in all probability be remedied by 
a word's fpeaking, feemed to be carrying the matter a 
little too far. But which of us was to fpeak to him was, 
the grand queftion. The word Breeches ^though I am 
prevailed upon to write it) was too coarfe to be pro- 
nounced ; and to fay, " Patrick, we don't like that 
" drefs, or pray, Patrick, drefs in another manner," was 
laying us under a neceflity of pointing at his breeches 
to make ourfelves underftood. Nor did it feem at all 
ad vi fable to fet either Betty or Hannah upon doing it, 
as it might poffibly draw them into explanations that 
might be attended with very puzzling if not dangerous 
confequences. 

After having deliberated fome days upon this cruel 
exigence, and not knowing which way to look when- 
ever Patrick was- in the room, nor daring to (hut our 
eyes, or turn our back upon him,, for fear of his difco- 
vering the caufe, it occurred to. me, that if 1 could 

2 
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mutter up courage to inform Mr Fitz-Adatn of our 
diftrefles, (for weconftantly take in the World* of which 
Patrick is alio a reader), it might be a means of relie- 
ving us from this perpetual bluftiing and confufion. if 
you walk abroad in the morning, or are a frequenter of 
auctions, you cannot but take notice of this odious fa- 
fhion: but I (hould like it better if you were to pa fs 
your cenfure upon Nankin breeches in general, than to 
have thofe of our Patrick taken notice of particularly; 
however, I leave it entirely to your own choice ; and 
whatever method you may take to difcountenance the 
wearing of them will be perfectly agreeable to, 
Sir, 

Your mod humble fervant, 

Priscilla Cross-stitch. 

The cafe of this lady and her companions is fo ex- 
ceeding critical, that for fear Patrick (hould be back- 
ward at taking the hint, I have thought it the wife ft 
way to publifh her letter juft as I received it j and if, 
after this day, Patrick (hould again prefume to appear 
before his ladies cafed in Nankin, I hereby authorize 
Mrs Betty or Mrs Hannah to burn his breeches where- 
ever they can find them. 

To be ferious upon this occafion, I have often looked 
upon this piece of naked drapery as a very improper 
part of drefs : and as fuch, I hereby declare, that after 
this prefent 26th day of June, it (hall be a capital of- 
fence againft decency and modefty for any perfon what- 
foever to be feen to wear it. 

Nn B. All canvas or linen breeches come within the 
acl. 

Volume Ul S 
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Numb. 131. Thursday, July 3, 1755. 

THE convcrfation happening a few evenings ago 
to tarn npon the different employments of man- 
kind, we fell into the consideration how ill the various 
parts of life are generally fuited to the perfons who ap- 
pear in them. This was attributed either to their owa 
ambition, which tempts them to undertake a character 
they have notabilities to perform with credit, or to fome 
accidental circumftance, which throws them into pro- 
feflions contrary, perhaps, both to their genius and in- 
clination. AH were unanimous in blaming thofe pa- 
rents who force their children to enter into a way of 
life contrary to their natural bent, which generally 
points out the employment that is beft adapted to their 
capacities. To this we, in a great meafore, afcribed the 
flow progress of arts and fciences, the frequent failures 
and mifcarriages of life, and many of thofe defperatc 
ads which are often the confequences of them. 

This converfation carried us through the greateft 
part of the evening, till the company broke up and re- 
. tired to reft. But the weather being hot, and my fenfes 
perfectly awake, I found it impoflxole to give way to 
flcep ; fo that my thoughts foon returned to the late 
fubject of the evening's entertainment. I recollected 
many inftances of this mifapplication of parts, and com- 
paffionated the unhappy effects of it. I reflected, that 
as all men have different ideas of pleafures and honours, 
different views, inclinations, and capacities, yet all con- 
cur in a defire of pleating and excelling ; if that prin- 
ciple were applied to the proper point, and every one 
employed himfelf agreeably to his genius, what a won- 
derful effect would it foon have in the world J with 
bow fwift a progrefs would arts and fcicnces grow up 
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Co perfedion I and to what an amazing height would 
all kind of knowledge foon be carried) Men would 
no longer drudge on with diftafte and murmuring in a 
ftudy they abhor, but' every one would purfue with 
cbeerfulnefi his proper calling ; buftnefs would become 
the higheft pleafure ; diligence would be too univcrfal 
to be efteemed a virtue ; and no man would be afliamed 
of an employment in which he appeared to advantage. 

While my mind hung upon thefe reflections, I imper- 
ceptibly dropt afleep. But my imagination furviving 
my reafon, I foon entered into a dream, which (though 
mixed with wild flights and abfurdities) bore fome ana- 
logy to my waking thoughts. 

1 fancied myfdf (till refle&ing on the fame fubje&, 
when I was fuddenly fnatched up into the air, and pre* 
Jently found myfelf on the Poets' Olympus, at the right 
hand of Jupiter ; who told me that he approved my 
thoughts, and would make an immediate experiment of 
the change I had been wifhing for. 

He had no fooner pronounced thefe words than I 
perceived a (trance hurry and confufion in the lower 
world; all mankind was in motion, preparing to obey 
the tremendous nod. 

Multitudes of the nobility began to ftrip themfelves 
of their robes and coronets, and to ad in the different 
capacities of horfe-jockies, coachmen, tailors, fiddlers, 
and merry-aadrews. I diftinguifhed two or three great 
perfonages, who had drefled themfelves in white waift- 
coats, and with napkins wrapped about their heads, and 
aprons tucked round their waifts, were buGed in feveral 
great kitchens, making confiderable improvements in 
the noble art of cookery. A few of this illuftrious rank, 
without quitting their honourable diftin&ions, applied 
themfelves to enlarging the difcoveries, enlightening the 
underftandingp, re&ifying the judgments, refining the 
taftcs, polifhing the manners, improving the hearts, 
Sa 
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and, by all pofiible methods, promoting the interefts of 
their fellow-creatures. 

I faw reverend prelates, who, tearing off their lawn, 
put themfclves into red -coats, and foon obtained tri- 
umphs and ovations ; while others dwindled into parifh 
clerks and village pedagogues. But I obferved with 
pleafure feveral of that facred order in my own coun- 
try who appeared calm and unchanged am id ft the ge* 
ncral buftle, and feemed dcfigned originally to do ho* 
nour to their exalted Rations. 

There were fcveral grave old men who threw off 
their fcarlet robes, and retired to religious houfes. I faw 
with wonder fome of thefe deferted robes put on by 
private gentlemen, who, loft in retirement and refer ve, 
were little imagined to be qualified for fuch important 
pods. But what more aftonifhed me was to fee men 
of military rank throwing away their regimentals, and 
appearing with a much better grace in longer fuits of 
fcarlet. Some gentlemen of the robe, whom I had al- 
ways regarded with refpecT: and reverence, feemed now 
more awful aud refpeclable than ever :' one, in particu- 
lar, greatly furprifed me, by quitting the feat of judg- 
ment, which he had long, filled with univerfal applauie, 
till i faw him entering a more anguft a/Tembly, and af- 
ter wards palling to the cabinet of hisprince, from whence 
he returned to the great hall where firft I obferved him, 
and convinced me of the extent of his abilities, by ap- 
pearing equally capable in all his employments. 

1 faw in a public aflembly a junto of patriots, who, 
while they were haranguing on the corruption and ini- 
quity of the times, broke off in the middle, apd turned 
ftock-jobbersand pawnbrokers. A group of critics at the" 
Bedford CofFeehoufe were in an inflant converted into 
haberda(hers of fmall wares in Cheapfide. Tranflators, 
commentators and polemic divines, made for the moft 
part very good coolers, gold-finders, and rat-catchers, 
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Tlie chariot of a very eminent phyfician was transform- 
ed, all at once into a cart, and the Doctor to an execu- 
tioner fattening a halter round the neck of a criminal. 
1 faw two very noted furgeons of my acquaintance in 
blue fleeves and aprons, exerting themfelvQs'notably in 
zaL Haughterhoufe near the Vidualling-office. A reve- 
arend divine, who was preaching in the fields to a nu- 
tnerous audience recollected himfelf on a fudden, and 
producing a fet of cups and balls, performed feveral 
■very dexterous tricks by flight of hand. The pretty 
gentlemen were every where ufefully employed in knot- 
ting, pickling, and making conferves : the fine ladies 
remained as they were ; for it was beyond even the om- 
nipotence of Jupiter (without entirely changing their 
natures) to aflign an office in which they could be be- 
neficial to mankind. 

Several princes and potentates now relieved themfelves 
from the load of crowns and fcepters, and entered with 
a good grace into private Rations. Others put them- 
felves at the head of companies of banditti, formed of 
lawyers, public officers, and excifemen. Their prime 
minifters had generally the honour of being their firft 
lieutenants, and fometimes enjoyed the fole command * 
while the courtiers ranged themfelves under them in 
rank and file. But with what a heart-felt pleafure did 
I obferve an auguft and venerable Monarch, furrounded 
by a youthful band, with the moft amiable countenances 
1 had ever beheld! He wore a triple crown upon his 
head, which an angel held on, and over it a fcroll, 
with this infeription, For a grateful and affec- 
tionate people. 

The (hops now began to be filled with people of dif- 
tinction ; and many a man ftept, with a genteel air, 
from behind the counter into a great eftate, or a poll 
of honour. 
. The nobility were-almoft all changed throughout the 
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world ; for no man dared to anfwer to a title of fupe- 
riority who was not confcious of fuperior excellence and 
virtue. 

In the raidft of all this buftle I was ftruck with the 
appearance of a large bevy of beauties and women of 
the firft faflnon, who, with all the perfect confidence of 
good breeding, inftirined themfelvesin the feveral tem- 
ples dedicated to the Cyprian Venus, fecure of the uni- 
▼erfal adorations and proftrations of mankind : others 
of inferior rank and fame, very unconcernedly purfued 
their domeftic affairs, and the occupations of the needle 
or the toilette; but it was with a fecret pride that I 
obferved a few of my dear countrywomen quit their 
dreffing- rooms and card- aflem Mies, and venture into 
the public, as candidates for fame and honours. One 
lady in particular, forced by the facred impulfe, I faw 
marching, with roodeft compofure, to take pofleflion of 
the warden's lodgings in one of our colleges ; but ob- 
fervtng fome young ftudents at the gate, who began to 
titter as (be approached, (he blufhed, turned from them 
with an air of pity unmixed with contempt, and, reti- 
ring to her beloved retreat, contented herfelf with doing 
all the good that was poJfible in a private Ration, 

The face of affairs began now to be very much al- 
tered : all the great offices of ftate were filled with able 
men, who were equal to the glorious load, which they 
accepted for the good of their country, not for their own 
private emolument. Bribery and corruption were at 
length happily bani(hed from all commonwealths; for 
as no man could be prevailed on to accept of an em- 
ployment for which he was not every way qualified, 
merit was the only claim to promotion. 

Universal peace and tranquillity foon enfued. Arts 
and fciences daily received aftonifhing improvements. 
All men were alike emulous to excel in fomething, and 
no part was diftoqourable to one who acted well. In 
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fhort, the Golden Age of the Poets feemed to be re- 
ftored. 

But while I was receding with joy and admiration 
on thefe glorious revolutions, the tumult of a midnight 
broil awaked me; and I found myfelf in a world as full 
of folly and abfurdity as ever it was. 



Numb. 132. Thursday, July 10, 1755. 

IT has been a perpetual objection of declaimers againft 
Providence in all ages, that good and evil are very 
irregularly diftributed among mankind ; that the former 
U too often the portion of the vicious, and the latter of 
the virtuous. Nuraberlefs hypothcfes have been fram- 
ed to reconcile thefe appearances to the idea of amoral 
Supreme Being ; I (hall mention only two at the pre- 
fent, as they have been employed by writers of a very 
different turn. 

Some of thefe writers aflent to the truth of the fa&, 
but endeavour to invalidate the conclufions raifed on 
it, by arguments from reafon and revelation for the proof 
of a future ftate ; in which the feeming and real incon- 
fiftencies of this life will be adjofted agreeably to our 
ideas of a moral governor. Now, objectors will anfwer, 
and indeed have anfwered, that arguments from reafon 
to fupport this doctrine are extremely inconclufive. 
They may allow it is agreeable to the rules of juft analogy 
to prefume that the attributes of the Supreme Being, 
which are imperfectly known in the prefent life, will be 
manifefted more clearly to our apprehenfions in a future 
one; but they will call it an inverfion of all reafonable 
. arguments, to conclude from thence, that the moral attri- 
butes will be difcoverable in another (late of being, when 
by a confeffion of the fact, that good and evil are fo irre- 



144 THE WORLDS N° l 3 J. 

gularly diftriboced, do appearances of thefe attributes 
are fuppofed to exift in the prefent fyftem, that book of 
Nature, from which alone we colled that the author of 
it is good as well as wife. As little will thefe objectors 
be influenced by arguments from Revelation. To prove 
natural religion by revelation (which canitfelf be erect- 
ed on no other principle) they will call but fantaftic 
reafoning in a circle. Revelation, they will fay, pre- 
fuppofes the following truths, and depends upon their 
certainty, that there is a God, and that fnch evidences 
of his goodnefs and other attributes are difcovered from 
his works, as, in reafon, fhould induce us to rely with 
confidence on thofe oracles delivered to us as his word. 

Other writers, who have undertaken a defence of 
Providence, attempt it in a different manner. They 
affirm it is vain prefumption to imagine Man the final 
end of the creation, who may be formed fubferviently 
to nobler orders and fy Items of being ; and that God 
governs by general, not particular laws ; laws that re- 
fpect our happinefs as a community, not as individuals. 
But the fame objectors will again reply, that it is incon- 
fiftent with our idea of a Being infinitely good to con- 
ceive him determining any creature to mifery, however 
inferior in the order of general nature, or however 
formed relative to fuperior beings and fyftems. They 
will think it not more reconcileable with our idea of 
a Being infinitely wife, to imagine him incapable of 
accommodating laws, however general, to the in t ere ft 
of every particular. They will defire an explanation 
how laws can refpect the happinefs of any fyftem, which 
are fuppofed too generally to be productive of mifery, 
even to the mod valuable individuals that compofe it. 

This argument, drawn from the government of God 

by general, not particular laws, feems by no means to 

have been attended with .the fuccefs it was entitled to: 

and it appears to have failed of this end, not from a 

1 
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defect in the argument itfclf, but either becaufe it has 
been ill underftood, or not purfued to its full extent. 
When unbelievers declaim againft the fuppofed unequal 
diftribution of things, they, in confequence, condemn 
the general laws from which they proceed. To reply 
then, that God governs by general, not particular laws, 
is a repetition only of the foundation of their complaints, 
not an anfwer to them. There is another miftake in 
the management of this argument. In the confidera- 
tion of the excellence of human Jaws we are not content 
with viewing them intrinfically in themfelves, but com- 
pare them with the particular country, temper, manners, 
and other circumftances of that people for whom they 
are intended. Now, in the confideration of divine laws 
we have not purfued the fame method; and for this rea- 
fon, among others, unbelievers have triumphed in the 
imagined weaknefs of one of the noblcft arguments that 
has ever been employed in the nobleft of caufes, a de- 
fence of Providence. 

God governs by general, not particular laws, becaufe 
the former alone are adapted to the condition of human 
kind. In this imperfect ftate we are entirely unacquaint- 
ed with the real nature of thofe beings which furround 
us. We are ignorant from what principle or internal 
conftitution they derive a power of operating on other 
beings, or in what manner the operation is performed. 
We have no knowledge of caufes but in their effects, 
and in thofe effects* alone which are grofsly vifible to 
our material organs. We fuppofe the fame effects in- 
variably produced from the fame caufes, except where 
a miraculous power interpofes, and fuperfedes for a 
moment the general courfe of Nature, which refumes 
its former conftancy when the fuperior influence that 
controuled it is removed. Such rare exceptions do not 
perplex our conduct, which is regulated by the general 
rule ; but to deftroy this general order as frequently ja 
Volume III. T 



f 4 6 THE WORLD. No 131. 

the imagined intered of individuals feems to as to re- 
quire it, is to confound human knowledge, and, in con- 
fequence, human action. The hulbandman commits his 
feed to the ground, with a prefumption that the earth 
retains all thofe powers which promote vegetation. He 
concludes that the feafons will return in their dated 
order ; that the fun will warm and invigorate where it 
(Vines, and (bowers cool and refreflr where they fall, as 
in ancient times. Certain eflablilhed properties in mat- 
ter, and certain eftablifhed laws of motion, are prefumed 
in the meaneft mechanical operation, nay, in the leaft 
conftderable actions of our lives. 

Let us reprefent to our fe Ives fuch a fyftem of things 
e lifting as, in the opinion of an objector to the prefent, 
would juftify our conceptions of a moral Supreme Being. 
Let us imagine every element and power of Nature, in 
the minuted as well as the greateft inftances, operating 
- to the prefcrvatton and advantage of the good ; and, 
on the contrary, concurring to produce mifery and de- 
ftruction to the wicked. The good man inhabits a 
houfe with great fecurity, whofe walls decline near two 
feet from the perpendicular. He falls afteep with a 
lighted candle at the bed- fide, and the flame it pro- 
duces, though fufficient to confume the dwelling of the 
wicked, plays but as a lambent vapour on his curtains. 
He drinks a glafs of aquafortis by mi (lake for the 
fame quantity of Champaigne, and finds it only an in- 
nocent enlivener of his fpirits. The heats of futnmer 
and the frofts of winter occasion the fame agreeable 
fenfations. Rich wines and poignant fauces attenuate 
his juices, and rectify the fcorbutic habit of his body. 
The bad man, on the other hand, experiences very op- 
pofite effects. He fits frozen with cold over that fire 
which communicates warmth to the reft of the com- 
pany at the extremity of the room. At another time 
he fcalds his fingers by dipping them into cold water. 
A bafon of broth, or rice-milk, intoxicates his brain. 
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He acquires the ftone and a complication of diftempers 
from a vegetable diet ; and, at laft, concludes a mifer- 
able being, by pafling under an arch of folid ftone, 
which his own iniquities drew down upon his head. 

Let us reft a moment to eiprefs our admiration of 
fb ch a fyftem, and then inquire how the bulk of man- 
kind, neither perfect faints nor defperate finners, but 
partaking generally of the qualities of both, (ball regu- 
late their conduct in conformity to it. From a confi- 
dence in their integrity (hall they inhabit houfes thac 
are noding to their ruin ; or, from a diftruft of their vir- 
tues, be afraid to venture themfelves under the dome 
of St Paul's? Shall they praclife regularity, and exer- 
cife as wholefome rules of life; or, indulging themfelves 
in indolence, fwallow every day gallons of claret as the 
grand elixir ? Shall they remain undetermined whether 
the centre of an ice-houfe or the chimney-corner is the 
more comfortable iituation in the Chriftmas hoi yd ays? 
And (hall they retreat in the dog-days to cool (hades 
and running dreams ; or, covering themfelves with fur- 
touts, hurry away to the fwea ting- rooms cf bagnios? 

To fuch inconvenient conclufions are the perfons re- 
duced, whofe narrow views, and narrower prejudices, 
fnrnifh them with complaints againft the prevailing 
fyftem ; which is wifeft and beft, becaufe fitteft for man- 
kind, to whofe wants it is accommodated, and to whofe 
faculties it is proportioned. 



Numb, 133. Thursday, July 17, 1755. 

THERE is nothing in this world that a man places 
fo high a value upon, or that he parts with 
fo reluctantly, as the idea of his own confequence. 
Amidft care, ficknefs, and misfortune ; amidft dangers, 
T 2 
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difappointments, and death itfelf, he holds fall this idea, 
and yields it up but with his lad breath. 

Happy indeed would it be, if virtue, wifdom, and 
fuperior abilities of doing good, were the bafis of our 
confequence ; but the misfortune is, we are generally* 
apt to place it in thofe very qualities for which the 
thinking part of mankind either hate or defpife us. 
The man of plcafure derives his confequence from the 
number of women he has ruined ; the "man of honour, 
from the duels he has fought ; the country fquire, from, 
the number of bottles he can drink ; the man cf learn - 
' n gi by puzzling you with what you do not underftand'; 
the ignorant man, by talking of what he does not un- 
derftand himfelf; my lady's woman, by dreffing like a 
■woman of quality ; and my lady herfelf, by appearing 
in clothes unworthy of one of her houfe maids. 

Thofe, who in their own fituations are unfortunately 
of no confequence, are catching at every opportunity 
that offers itfelf to acquire it. Thus the blockhead of 
fortune flies from the company that would improve him 
to be a man of confequence among the vulgar ; while 
the independent citizen gives up the eafe and enjoy merit 
■which he would find in the company and converfatioii 
of his equals to be mortified by the pride and arrogance 
of his fuperiors at the other end of the Town, in order 
to be a man of confequence at his return, 

I remember an Anabaptifr tailor in the city /who, to 
make himfelf a man of confequence, ufed to boaft to 
his cuftomers, that however fiient hiftory had been up- 
on a certain affair, he could affirm upon his credit, 
that the man in the ma(k who cut off King Chariest 
head was his own grandfather. I knew alfo a fhoe-boy 
at Cambridge, when I was a ftudent at St John's, who 
was afterwards tranfported for picking pockets, but 
■who having at his return commenced garoefter, and of 
courfe made himfelf company for gentlemen, ufed al- 
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ways to preface what he had to fay with, H I remem- 
*« ber when I was abroad; or, when I was at college." 
But even a more ridiculous inftance than this is in an 
old gentlewoman, who has lately taken a garret at my 
barbers. This lady (whofe father, it feems, was a juftice 
of the quorum) conftantly (its three whole hours every 
evening over a halfpenny roll and a farthing's worth 
of cheefe, becaufe it was' the cuftom of ber family, the 
fays, to dine late, and fit a long while. This kind of con- 
fequence was very happily ridiculed by Tom Slaughter 
the butcher, at New-market. Every body knows that 
Tom's father was a gentleman who run through a ve- 
ry good eftate by cocking and horfe-racing. Tom be* 
ing afked, laft meeting, by one who had known him 
in his profperity, how he could defcend to fo low a call* 
ing as that of a butcher, anfwered, " Why, you know, 
" Sir, our family always took a pride in killing their 
** own mutton/' 

That this affectation of confequence is the mod ridi- 
culous of all vanjties every body will allow : but where 
men of real worth in all other refpe&s are poflefTed of 
it, or where perfons in great and honourable ftations 
render themfelves and their employments contemptible 
by fuch affe&ation, it is then ferioufly to be lamented. 

Our anceftors derived their confequence from their 
independency, and fupported it by their integrity and 
hofpitality. They re/ided upon their feveral eftates, and 
kept open houfes for their neighbours and tenants: 
they exerted themfelves in deeds of hardinefs and ac- 
tivity ; and their wives and daughters were modeft and 
good houfewives. 

There is an epitaph in Peck's Colle&ion of curious 
hiftorical pieces, which (as that book is but in a few 
hands, and as I do not remember to have feen it in any 
other colletf ion) I (hall here tranfcribe, that oqr gentry 
of the prcfent times may be inftru&ed in the art of ma* 
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king themJclres peribns of real Cooicqoence. This 
epitaph (which for its natural bcaoty and fimplicity it 
equal to any thing of the kind) was writcn in Qoeen 
Elizabeth's time, opon that noble and famous knight, 
Sir Thomas Scot of Scot's-hall, in the county of Kent, 
who died on the 30th day of December 1594. and was 
buried at Bradborn church. His mother was the 
daughter of Sir William Kempe. He fcnred in many 
parliaments as knight of the (hire for that county. In 
the memorable year 1 (88, upon the council's fending 
him a letter on the Wednefday, acquainting him with 
the approach of the Spanifh Armada, he lent four thou- 
fand armed men to Dover on theThurfday. The inha- 
bitants of Alhford would have paid the charges of his 
funeral, on condition that his corpfe might have been 
buried in their church. 

EPITAPH. 

I. 

HERE lyet Sir Thomas Scot by name ; 

Oh, hapie Kempe that bore htm : 
Sir Raynold, with four knightf of fame, 

Lyv d lyneally before him, 

II. 

His wiefes were Baker, Heyman, Beerc; 

His love to them unfayned. 
He lyved nine and 6fty yeare ; 

Aud feventeen fowles he gayned. 

II!. 
Hit firft wief bore them everie one; 

The world might not have myft ber ! 
She was a verie paragon. 

The Ladie Buckertt's fyfter. 

IV. 

His widowe lyves in fober forte; 

No matron more difcreter, . 
She Hill reteiynes a good reporte, 

And is a great howickepcr. 
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v. 

He (being call'd to fpecial place) 
Did what might beft behove him. 

The Quccnc of England gave htm grace ; 
The King of Heav'n did love him. 

vr. 

His men and tenants wail'd the daye, 

His kinn and cuntrie cried ! 
Both younge and old in Kent may faye, 

Woe woorth the daye he died. 

VII. 
He made his porter (hot his gates 

To fycophants and briebors ; 
And ope them wide to treate cftates, 

And alfoe to his neighbors. 

vrn. 

His hons was rightlye termed Hall, 
Whofe bred and beef was rcdie. 

It was a veric hofpitall, 
And refuge for the needie. 

IX. 
From whence he never ftept afidc, 
In winter nor in fommer. 
* In Chriftmas time he did provide 
Good cheer for everie comer. 

X. 

When any fervis {hold be donn, 

He lyeked not to lyngar ; 
The rich wold ride, the poor wold runn, 
If he held up his fingar. 

XI. 
He kept tall men, he rydd great hors ; 

He did indite mod finely e ; 
He os'd few words, but cold difcours 
Both wifely and dyvinclye. 
XII. 
His lyving meane, his chargies greate, 

His daugtcrs well beftowed ; 
Althogh that he were lefte in debt, 
In fine he nothing owed ; 
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xm. 

But died in rich and faapie ftate, 

Belov'd of man and woman ; 
And (which is yet much more than that) 

He was envy'd of no man. 

XIV. 
In jufttce he dyd much cxcell, 

In law he never wrangled ; 
He lov'd relygion wondrous well, 

But he was not new-fangled. 

XV. 
Let Romney marfh, and Dover faye, 

Aflc Norborn camp at leyfuer, 
If he were wont to make delaye, 

To do his cuntrie pleafure. 

XVI. 

But Afhford's proffer paflcth all, 

It was both rare and gentle; 
They wold have pay'd his funerall 

T have tomb'd him in their temple. 

XVII. 
Ambition he did not regard 

No.boafter nor no bragger; 
He fpent, and lookt for no reward: 

He cold not play the bagger. 



Numb. 134. Thursday, July 24, 1755. 

IN a former paper I attempted to prove that the 
Jaws mud be genera], not particular, which God 
employs in the government of mankind. Let us now 
examine a little particularly the nature of the com- 
plaints which thefe laws occafion, and confider how 
far the exigence of a Providence is rendered precarious 
by them. 

We lament that happinefs and mifery are very irre- 
gularly distributed among the good and bad; and yet, 
4 
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s» it has been well obferved,' are by ho meant deter* 
mined in qucftions, very neceffary to be precifely fettled, 
before we form this conelufion: as, What ts the final 
and proper happinefs of man? And who are the good* 
and who are the bad, that deferve to partake of It, or 
to be excluded from it ? He is not a good man at Rome* 
who is a good man at London. Nay, in the fame* 
country, this feft adores him *s a faint, whom anothef 
proclaims a minifter of darknefs. The patriot of one 
party is the rebel of the oppofite one. The happinefe, 
then, or mifery of fuch a perfon becomes very frequent-* 
)y, at the fame time, and in the very fame place, both 
an argument in the belief and rejection of a Providence.' 

Again, the greateft part of the misfortunes which 
afflict us are concluded to arife from the action of ge~ 
neral laws; when, in reality, they proceed from our 
own wilful oppofition to them, and refufal to accept 
them as the meafure of our conduct. Obfcure and li- 
mited as human reafon is, it is fufficient to difcover tot 
us certain definable ends, and certain means fitted to* 
produce them : ends not to be procured by the appli- 
cation of different means, and means not. adapted to 
procure different ends. Phyfical caufes produce phy- 
sical, and moral eaufes moral effects. It is furely un-» 
reafonabfe to invert this order, and expect moral effects 
from phyfical caufes, and phyfical effects from moral 
caufes. It b unreasonable to expect that the virtues* 
of a faint or martyr will fecure us from the dangers of 
a well or precipice, if we advance to them with a ban* 
dage over our eyes. We mould fmile at the country 
gentleman's fimplicity, who disbelieved a Providence, 
becaufe fox-hunting, Port, and tobacco; were incapable 
of infpiring htm with the genius of Milton, or becaufe 
he was tmiurniflied with the fagacity and penetration 
of Locke, after a dozen years' attendance to every de- 
bate* at the quarter-feflion*. The epicure would be ca« 

Volume III. U 
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tided to as little fcrioos treatment, who embraced the 
feme athciftical tenet, becaufc his ftrcam did not flow 
with Burgundy and Champaigoe, or became haunches* 
of veniibn, turtle*, and turbots, did net rife as fponta* 
aeooily from his hotbeds ar mumrooras; We (honks 
treat fuch charaders with ridicule; hue are others lefs? 
ridiculous, who expe& efioOs as difproportienate to* 
their oaofes as thofe jnft described? Should the wife* 
and good complain that they are not rkh and robaft 
like particular wicked men ; the reply is obvious s- the 
means that proc ure wildom and virtue are very diffe»; 
rent from thefe that procure health and riches. Do* 
they lament that they are not in ponchlon of thofe 
external advantages, when they have negk&ed the na- 
tural methods of acquiring them, whieh .perfoas. lefs 
valuable have purfued with fuccefs I It is no obje&ois 
agatnft a Providence that men do not gather grapes* 
from thorns, or figs from thiftles; they have reafon t*> 
be factsfkd, while it is in their power to receive then* 
from the plants proper to their prodadion. 

Let it be allowed that, on fomc ocea&ms, with alt 
our precaution, the order of Nature may operate to> 
our difadvaatage : the torrent may overwhelm* the 
flame confurae, or the earthquake f wallow as ; but are 

Eneral laws to be condemned becaufe in particular m* 
races they give us transient pain, or even determine* 
ear prefent ftatc of being, which they have contributed 
to prefervc in every period of it, and on which not 
only our happinefs, but our very esifteuee, has de* 
pende<r? It is a neceffary condition of a compound 
fubftance, like the material part of man, to he fubjcA 
to difclat ion, from caufes exterior to it, or united with 
its constitution. Does a more convincing argument 
arife agatnft a Providence from its duTolution at one 
feafon rather than another? or from its diflbfation by 
an external rather than an internal eaufc, which is a* 
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-cflecluai to the end, though lefs precipitate in the 
means? 

Some few cafes {much fewer than are generally ima- 
gined) may pofiably be Hated, where, in the prefent life, 
the moment of mtfery to a faultkfe creature may ex- 
ceedingly overbalance the moment of its happtnefs ; as 
when it is introduced into being with infirmities of body- 
too obftijaate Cor temperance and difcipline to correct, 
4nd which render ill iniea&ble to every enjoyment. But 
to folve thefe appearances, & w*ll»fupported revelation, 
• that inftruds us in the do&rine of a future Gate, may 
£tly be applied: for though revelation cannot ferve as 
a bafis to natural religion, on which k is only a fuper- 
ftruchire, yet it may be extremely ufeful to reconcile 
jhe feeming ineonfiftencies of afyftcm, difcovered to he 
good by arguments of another kind • and reafon will 
acqoiefce in the truths it teaches, as agreeable to its 
own dictates- 
After premifing thefe reflexions, I may venture to 
make public the following letter from a very learned 
female correfpondent. 

Mr Fjtz-Adam, 

It has been forae furprife to me that, in a paper which 
feems defigned to correct our judgments, and reduce 
fhejnfluence of fafjiion, folly, prejudice, andpaiCon, you 
have never confuted a principle which is a composition 
of them all ; I mean the belief of a Providence. It an* 
fwers indeed no individual purpofe except to counte- 
nance the infbjence of our parfons, who maintain it in 
defiance of the wifdom of their fuperiors* I was early 1 
initiated in that firft philofophy, which explained the 
ereation by a fortuitous concourfe of atoms. An in- 
finite number of particles, varied in fhape, fize, and co- 
lour, and embracing each other in all poffible pofitions, 
opened a feeae as enteruining to my fancy as it was in* 
V a 
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telligible to my nnderftanding. My brother was an abb 
advocate for this opinion ? and his fituation in a goal, 
under the prejTure of ill health, lofs of fortune, reputa- 
tion, and friends, formfeed him with copious arguments. 
to fupport it. A maiden aunt, indeed, who had the 
management of my education, was perpetually repre? 
fenting his principles as impious, and his arguments for 
them as abfurd. That lofs of reputation and friends 
-was the natural confequence of a want of common 
honefty ; lofs of fortune, of extravagance ; and lofs of 
health, of debauchery. I am afhamed to confefs that 
thefe childilh reafons had too much weight with me, 
and that I continued too long in, a fluctuating ftatebe? 
tween truth and error. I thank God, however, that 
my own misfortunes have taken off the partial bias from 
my mind, and opened it to conviction and the reafon of 
things. My beauty impaired if not loft by the final] - 
pox, the death of a favourite child, the fcantinefs of my 
circumftances, and the brutality of my hufband, have 
proved beyond exception, that no moral Being pre r 
fides over us. I (hall not trouble you with a repetition, 
of the fame nonfenfe employed againft me, as before 
againft my brother, by the fame ancient lady. She 
concluded with obferving, that complaints of circum- 
flances, and the brutality pf a hufband, came with an 
indifferent grace from a perfon who, after rejecting fa 
many advantageous offers, efcaped from a window 
with a Granger (be had fcarcely feen. You will do me 
thejuftice to. believe that my judgment on this occafioxi 
was regulated more by my own feelings than the elo- 
quence of my aunt. My fatisfaction is, that the good. 
lady, infenfibly to herfelf, feems now becoming a con- 
vert to thofe opinions, which half her life has been 
employed to confute. Some late circumftanccs have 
indeed daggered her orthodoxy. She has made a new 
difcoyery Uiatfbe is configejably turned of fcyenty, 
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end feels the infirmities which accompany that feafon 
making hafty advances to her. Her father confeffor, 
and ancient admirer, the vicar of the parifh, broke 
Jiis leg not long (ince, and received other contufions 
not yet made public, by a fall from a vicious horfe; 
and a lady in the neighbourhood, whom ihe has never 
forgiven the infult of difputing formerly the precedence 
at church, is placed in a rank very fuperior to her own 
by the acccffion of her hufrand to an eftate and title, 
to which he has been prefumptive heir for above thcfe 
twenty year,. I **>,&. 



Numb, ijj, Thursday, July 31, 1755. 



Sir, 



Tp Mr Fjtz-Adam. 



THERE are few things which contribute more 
to miflead our judgments, and pervert our mo- 
rals, than the confufion of pur ideas arifing from the 
abufe of words. Hence it hourly happens that virtues 
and vices are fo blended and difguifed, by taking each 
other's names, that alinoft the worft a&ions a man can 
be guilty of (hall be attributed to an elevated and lau- 
dable fpirit. Thus the mod extravagant fellow living, 
who to keep up an oftentatious figure by all kinds of 
expenfe fets his country and conscience to fale, (hall 
be extolled by all about him as a noble generous foul* 
above the low confederation of dirty money. The high- 
mettled b}ood> who debauches his friend's wife or daugh- 
ter; who withholds a tradefman's j oft debt, that he 
may be punctual with a {harper ; in fhort, who dares 
do any injury, and run the man through the body who 
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ftall refcnt k t caHs hknfelf; and is called by th« World, 
A man of gallantry and honour. Economy is put out of 
.countenance by the odious word avatict > and the moft 
rapacious covctoufnefs takes {belter under the terms 
frudtnct and difcretion* An eafy thougbtlefihefs of 
temper, which betrays the owner to recommend a fcoi2A~ 
drel, to lend to or be boand for a fpendthrift, to con- 
form with aH the gallant fcheooes of a proi}igate» to Jieap 
favours on a pimp or {harper even to the neglect of 
meritorious friends, and frequently to the diftrefijng^a 
wife and children ; in fine, that eafy difpo&tionof oaind 
which cannot refill importunity, be the foliciter ever fo 
unworthy, is dignified with the moft amiable of all epi- 
thets, good -nature ; and fo the thing itfelf brought into ' 
dilgrace by the mifapplication of the word. 

The bare mention of thefe abufes is fufficient to lead 
every thinking reader into a larger catalogue of the like 
kind. Hence it is that falfehood ufurps the place of 
truth, and ignominy of merit; and though this may 
have been the complaint of all ages and nations of the 
civilized world, yet (till the Cheaters and the cheated 
are as numerous as ever. 

I have been led into thefe reflections by the fuper- 
ficial and mi (la ken opinions which are almoft univerfally 
received of two gentlemen in a neighbouring county, 
at whofe houfes I have been lately entertained, and 
whofe characters I (hall here delineate, concealing their 
real names under the fiditious ones of Sombrinua and 
HUarius. 

Sombrinos is a younger brother of a noble family, 
whofe intrinfic worth having been defcribed and valued 
by a man of folid fenfe in the neighbourhood, procured 
him the happinefs of his only daughter in marriage, 
with a fortune of athoufand pounds fir annum. ' Som- 
brinus is a man of extraordinary natural parts* cultiva- 
ted by much reading and obfervation; of nice honour, 



fiocere in his friendfhips, which are hat few, and uni- 
versally humane* A warm lover of his religion and. 
country, and an excellent jnftice of the peace, in which 
Capacity he takes infinite pains to allay bitternefs, and 
compote quarrels. . Pious hnnftlf, a regularity of demo- 
tion; is bept up in his family* His numerous ifiue (to. 
-which he is rather eflentially affectionate than fond) 
obliges him to economy, though his natural inclination 
is ftroager towards difpenfing riches than hoarding 
them* His eqnipage and table are rather neat and fnf- 
ficent than fumptuons. Reasonable people are always 
welcome to him* hot the roitoos find their account 
neither in his temperance nor his converfation. With 
all thefe good qualities, hk too great avidity for booh 
knowledge, his penetration into men and manners, com- 
bining with a fickly habit of body, render htm apt to 
he splenetic or filent, upon occafions wherein his deli- 
cacy is gro&fy offended. Hence the much-injured Som- 
brinns lyes under the calumny of a very ill-natured man 
among all'thofe who have a flight acquaintance of him ; 
while even his intimates, who fee him at all* hours, and 
in every mood, though convinced of the goodncfe of his 
heart, and the purity of his intentions; are yet obliged,. 
when contending in his fayowr, to grant that he has 
often the appearance of an ill-humoured man, 

Hjtarinsr is a downright country gentleman ; a bom 
ih*r$t? an indefatigable fport&nan. He can drink 
his gallon at a fitting, and will tell* yon he was never 
fijtk nor lorry in his Iise« He married a moft dif» 
agreeahle woman with a vaft fortune, when*, however, 
he contents himfelf with flighting, merely becaufe 
he cannot take the trouble of nfing her iiL For the 
feme reaibn he is feldom fren to be angry, unkfc his. 
favourite horfe fhoutd happen to he lamed, or the 
Game ac> infringed. Having an cftate of above five 
ttwufand a*ycaiv his ftrong hesr r &* and wine cellat 
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are always well (tared; to either of which, as alfo to 
his table, abounding in plenty of good vi&uals, ill fort- 
ed and ill drelTed, every voter and fox-hunter claims a 
kind of right. He roars for the church, which' he never 
vtfits, and is eternaHy cracking his coarfe jefts, and talk- 
lag fmot, to the parfons ; whom, if he can make fuddled, 
and expofe to contempt, it is the higheft pieafure he 
can enjoy. As for his lay-friends, nothing is more fre- 
quent with him thai* to fet them and their fervants dead 
drunk upon their horfes, to whofe fagacity it is left to 
find the way home in a dark winter's night; and fhould 
any of them happen to be found half fmothered in a 
ditch the next morning, it affords him excellent diver- 
fion for a twelvemonth after. His fons are loobies, 
and his daughters hoydens : not that he is covetous,, 
but carelefs in their educations. Through the fame 
indolence his baftards, of whieh he has not a few, are. 
left to the pari lit; and his- men and maid fervants run- 
riot without eontroul lor want of discipline ia the family. 
He has a mortal averfion to any interruption in his* 
mirth. Tell him of a calamity that has befallen any 
of his acquaintance,, he atks where (lands the bottle ? 
Propofe to him the affifting at a quarter- feffions, he is* 
engaged at a cock-match; or lnoirid he, through* 
curiofity, make his appearance there, ever jovial and> 
facetious, and equally free from the difturbance of pat 
fion and companion, he will crack his joke from the 
bench with the vagrant whom he fentences to be whipt 
through thecounty , or with the felon whom he condemns 1 
to the gallows. Such is his condefcenfion, that he make* 
no fcruple to take his pipe and pot at an alehoufe with? 
the very dregs of the people. As for the parliament,, 
(tho* his feat in it cofts him very dear in houfekeeping)^ 
if the fate of the natron depended upon his attendance' 
there, he would not be prevailed on to quit the country- 
in. the ihooting or hunting feafon, ualejs forced. up by: 
4 
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a call of the houfe. In fine, it is an invariable maxim 
-with him, let what will happen, never to give himfelf one 
moment's coneefn. Are 700 in health and profperity ; 
no ooe is readier to club a laugh with you ; but he has 
Ho ear to the voice of ditlrefs or complaint. The bufi- 
nefs of his life is (what he calls) pleafure; to promote 
this, he annually confumes his large income, which, 
without any defign of his, may happen indeed to do 
fonae good, 

And wander, Heav'n dire&cd, to the poor. 

With thefc endowments, there are at lead nine in ten 
who give the preference to Hilarius, and lavifh on him 
the epithets of the worthieft, the nobleft, and the beft- 
natured creature alive ; while Sombrinus is ridiculed as 
a deadly wife man, a milkfop, ftingy, proud, fullen, and 
ill-natured. Yet Sombrinus is the man to whom every 
one Hies whenever there is a demand for juftice, good 
fenfe, wholefome counfel, or real charity; to rjilarius, 
when the belly only is to be confulted, or the time dif- 
iipated. 

. Thus are the thoufand good qualities of Sombrinus 
eclifped by a too referved and ferious turn of mind ; 
while Hilarius, on the falfe credit of generofity and good- 
humour, without one (ingle virtue in his composition, 
fwims triumphantly with the dream of applaufe, and is 
efteemed by every one of his acquaintance for having 
only the abilities of a complete voluptuary. 

I cannot difmifs this letter without lamenting the 
miftaken opinions ufually received of characters like 
thefe, as a woeful inftance of the depravity of our hearts 
as well as htads, A man may with equal propriety 
aver, that the giant, who (bowed himfelf for a (hilling 
lad winter at Charing-Crofs, was in every refpeft a 
much greater man than Mr Pope, who had the mister- 
.-Volume III. X 



162 THE WORLD- N«> 13& 

tone of being low, crooked, and af&ded with, the bead- 
ach. I am, S 1 a, 

Your copftant reader, 

and moil hambte fcrvaat, 



Numb. 136. Thursday, Aug. 7, 1755. 

SIR *^° MtFitz-Aoam. 

AS it is incumbent on an hi&orian, who writes th* 
hiftory of his own times, to take notice of public 
and remarkable events, fc I apprehend it to be the bufi- 
nefs of writers of effays for entertainment and in ft me* 
tion to mark the paffions as they rife, and to treat of 
thofe efpecially which appear to influence the manner* 
of the age he Hves in. ♦ 

The lore of noife, though apafizon obfervaMe in all 
times or countries, has yet been fo predominant of late 
veers, and given rife to fo many of our modern cu floras, 
that I cannot think k unworthy of one of yonr fpecu- 
lations. 

In many inftances this paffion is fubord'tnate to, and 
proceeds from another, which is no lefs univcrfal, and 
no lefs commendable ; I mean the love of fame. Noife, 
or found, in general-, has been considered as a means 
whereby thoufands have rendered themfelves famous in* 
their generation ; and this is the reafon why to be fa- 
mous, and to make a noife in the world , are common- 
ly undefftood as equivalent expreflions. Hence alfo 
the trumpet! becaufe one of the mod noble instruments 
of found, was anciently made facred to the heathen 
goddefies of Fame: fo that even at this day, when the 
world is too backward in doing juftice to a man's me- 
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rit, and he is conftrained to do it himfelf, be is very 
properly £ud to found his own praifes, and trumpet out 
his fame. 

The great utility and advantages which may be ob-. 
tained from noife, in feveral other reipe&s are very ap- 
parent. In the pulpit the preacher who declaims in 
the loaded manner is Aire to gain the greateft num- 
ber of followers. He has alfo tiic fatisfadion of know- 
ing that the devotion of a great part of bis audience 
depends more upon the foundnefs of his lungs than the 
Jfoundnefsof his doctrine. 

At the bar, every one knows the great influence of 
found : and, indeed,, where people accuftom themfelves 
to talk much and mean little, it behoves them to fub- 
ftitute noife in the place of eloquence. It is alfo a very 
juft remark, that fcurrility and abufe require an eleva- 
tion of the voice. 

In the (enate it is often feen, that the noife and thun- 
der with which the patriot (hakes the houfe has re- 
dounded more to the good of his country than all the 
knowledge of the hi dory and laws of it, locked up in 
the breafts of profound politicians, who have wanted 
voices to make themfelves heard. 

From a conviction that noife in general can be made 
iu/bfervient t<o fo many good purpofes, we may eafily 
imagine that a great fondnefs rouft be often (hown for 
k, even where its ufefulnefs or tendency is not imme- 
diately difeernible : for, from the very force of habit, 
the means will often be purfued where the end is not 
perhaps attainable. 

At a coffeehoufe which I frequent at the St James's 
end of the Town I meet with two fets of young men, 
commonly diftinguifhed by the name of Beaux and 
Bloods ; who are perpetually interrupting the conver- 
sation of the company, either with whittling of tunes, 
fcfping of new-faihtoned oaths, trolling out affected 

X 2 . 
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speeches and (hort fentences, or elfe with the recitals of 
bold adventures pa ft, and much bolder which they are 
about to engage in. But as noife is more becoming a 
Blood than a Beau, I am generally diverted with the 
one, and always tired with the other. 

This has led me to reflect on the wifdom which has 
been (hown in the inftitution of certain clubs and noc- 
turnal meetings for men, into which no perfons can be 
admitted as members but thofe who are difpofed to 
make that particular noife only which is agreeable to 
the taftes and talents of their refpective focieties. Thus 
the members of one club vent their noife in politics; 
thofe of another in critical differtations on eating and 
drinking ; a third, perhaps, in ft ory- telling ; and a fourth 
in a con ft ant rotation of merry fongs. in moil of thefe 
clubs there are prefidents chofen and inverted with au- 
thority to be as noify as they pleafe themfelves, and to 
inflict penalties on all thofe who open out of time. 

The ladies, indeed, are fomewhat more limited in their 
topics for noife, though their meetings for venting it arc 
more numerous than thofe of the men. They alfo ly 
under the di fad vantage of having voices ofatone too foft 
and delicate to be heard at a great diftance ; but they 
feem, in fome meafure, to have obviated thefe difadvan- 
tages, by agreeing to talk all together • by which means, 
and as the fubject is generally of the vituperative kind, 
they are able to cope with the' men, even at the moft 
vociferous of their clubs. 

Again ; thofe diverfions, in which noife moft abounds^ 
have been always held in the higheft efteem. The true 
and original country fquire, who is actuated by this 
generous paflion for noife, prefers the diverfion of hunt- 
ing to all other enjoyments upon earth. He can en- 
tertain his companions for hours together with talking 
of his hounds, and extolling the divine mufic and har- 
mony of their tongues ; and fcaroe ever goes to bed 
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without winding the horn, and having the full cry in 
the parlour. Horfe-racing, cock-fighting, bull-baiting, 
and the like, are fports which fill the hearts of the com* 
mon people with the mod extravagant delight; while 
their voices are employed in the loudeft ihouts and ex- 
clamations. In the opinion of our Englifh Tailors, no 
entertainment can be complete where the all-cheering 
huzza is wanting ; by the force of which they are in- 
fpired with fuch courage and refolution that even 
fighting itfelf becomes their diverfion. 

In London, where many of thefe fports cannot be 
enjoyed, the paffion for noife has appeared in various 
other (hapes. It has, within the memory of mod men, 
given rife to routs, drums, and hurricanes ; which, in 
all probability, would have been improved into cannon- 
ades, thunders, and earthquakes, before this time* had 
it not been for the late panics on account of fome con- 
cu (lions in the air, very much resembling thofe of a 
real earthquake. However, as a proof that the names 
already given to thofe polite afTemblies are extremely 
proper for them, I need only to remark that they are 
ufually compofed of what is called the heft cwipany t 
who, from time immemorial, have pleaded the privilege 
of birth for talking as loud as they can. , ' 

Among the' many other instances of the effecls of this^ 
paflion in high life 1 lhatl only take notice of one more, 
which is an ingenious method (unknown to our fore- 
fathers) of making a thundering noife at people's doors * 
by which you are generally given to underftand that 
fome perfon of confequence does you the honour to 
fuppofe you are in the land of the living. 

Some may think that it will bear a difpute, whether 
fuch a violent hammering at people's doors may not 
be looked upon, in the eye of the law, as an attempt of 
a 'forcible entry : but it is my humble opinion, that it 
can only be conftrued to an a&iofc of aflault and battery, 
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fince it may be proved that the generality of thofe who 
are guilty of this mifdeameanof have really no inten- 
tion of making any entry at all : for when doors are 
opened to them, they (ecore their retreat as faft as they 
can ; flying from the face of thofe whom they count their 
enemies when at home, and vifit as their friends when 
abroad. 

I have now by me a certain carious book of memoirs, 
wherein the fentiments of a wealthy old lady in the Ci- 
ty, with regard to the ufefulnefs of noife, feem very 
nearly to correfpond with the obiervations I have here 
made upon that fubje6t. I ihall tranferibe a (hort paf- 
fage from the character of this lady, and conclude aay 
letter. 

" Towards the decline of her days (he took lodgings 
" on Ludgate-hill, in order to be amufed with the 
" noifes in the ftreet, and to be conftantly fupplied 
" with objects of contemplation ; /or Che thought it of 
" great life to a mind that had a turn for meditation 
" to obferve what was pafling in the world. As (he 
" had alfo a very religious difpofition, (he ufed often to 
" fay, it was a grievous fbame that fuch a thing as fi- 
«' lent meetings among fome of the diflenting brethren 
" fhould be fuffered in a Chriftian country. And when 
u (he died, Ihe left five hundred pounds towards the 
" erecling fifty new founding-boards, to aid the lungs 
" of the aged clergy, in divers churches within the bills 
" of mortality." I am, S 1 a, 

Your obliged humble fcrvant. 

R.I*. 



Numb. 137. Thursday, Aug. 14, 1755. 



M 



Y correfpondent of to-day will, I hope, ezcufe 
me for not publilhing his letter fooner. To 
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confefs the troth, I had feme thoughts of mak'ng an 
apology to htm for not publishing it at all ; having cort- 
ceived an opinion that it might tend to leflen thofe 
exalted ideas which the world has always entertained 
of us men of learning. But though, upon reconfidera- 
tion, I have changed my mind, I muft take the liberty 
of obferving, by way of introduction, that as I modeftty 
A pre fume no man living has more learning than myfelf, 
fo no man values himfclf more upon it, or has a great- 
er veneration for all thofe who potiefs it, even though 
they (hoald poflefs nothing elfe. I remember to have 
feen it under my grandmother's own hand, in the new 
Primer (he gave me at my firft going to fchool, that 
•* learning is better than houfe and land :" and though 
1 cannot fay that I have ever been in a lunation to 
make the proper comparifon between learning and houfe 
and. land, yet my grandmother was a wife woman, and 
1 had never reafon to call in queftion the truth of any 
of her fayings. 

To Mr Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

It is with pleafure I obferve, that you commonly avoid 
the ridiculous oftentation of prefixing a fcrap of anti- 
quity to your lucubrations. Your practice confirms 
»»« m my opinion, that a line or two of Greek -and 
Latin is neither ufeful nor ornamental to a paper in* 
tended for the benefit of ali forts of readers. 

It was excufable ill your predecefiors, the Tatler, 
Spectator, and Guardian ; for in their time we had fine 
gentlemen, one out of twenty of whom could, perhaps 
make a fbift to pick out the meaning of a Latin couplet : 
hut now-a-days the cafe is altered; it is pedantry td 
know any other language, or, at leaft, to feem to know 
* D y» but the faftwonabk modern one*, for my own 
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part, I by no means approve of mottos, which I doubt 
not are often thought of after the piece is written ; 
and if not, muft confine the writer too clofely to the 
fenfe of them. The fame objection I have to numerous 
quotations from the Ancients ; for why fhould we fpeak 
in a lefs intelligible language what may be as perti- 
nently and juflly exprefied in our own! It is with rea- 
fon 9 then, that in our days a man is no more reputed a 
.fcholar for quoting Homer and Virgil than he would' 
be cftecmed a man of morals for reading Tully and Se- 
neca; and a Greek motto is thought as unneceuary to 
a good cflay as a head of Otho or Galba would be to 
a learned man, if it was flung round his (boulders. la- 
deed, to fpeak my mind, if the ufe of a language is to 
arrive at the fenfe, wit, and arts, conveyed by it, I fee 
no rcafon why our own mould yield to any other, an- 
cient or modern. It is copious and manly, though 
not regular; and has books in every branch of the arts 
and fciences, written with* a fpirit and judgment not 
to be exceeded. Notwithstanding which, a man verfed 
in Greek and Latin, and nothing elfe, (hall be called 
learned ; while another, lefs knowing in thefe, who has 
imbibed the fenfe, fpirit, and knowledge, of all the bed 
authors in our own language is denied that honour- 
able title. 

I own to you, Mr Fitz-Adam, that he who would 
lay in a (lore of prudent and judicious maxims for the 
direction of his conduct in life can do it no where more 
effectually than from the invaluable works of antiquity. 
But is it abfolutely neceflary that he (hould do this 
from the very languages in which they were written ? 
I am my feJf what is called a good Greek and Latin> 
fcholar ; and yet I believe I might be matter of as much 
true knowledge if I underftood neither. There are 
many good reafons to be given why the (tody of thefe 
languages ought to be cultivated : but I think this pur- 
4 
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fuit may be carried too far ; and that much' of the time 
fpcnt in acquiring a critical knowledge of them might 
be employed to more advantage. I fpcak in general ; 
for there are fome who hate a genius particularly fuked 
to the ftudy of words* that would never make an/ 
figure in the ftudy of things. 

There is hardly any thing trttfy valuable in the dead 
languages that may not be read with equal advantage 
and fatisfa&ioa in the living, and more particularly ia 
our own : for if i may rely upon my own judgment, 
and the report of learned men, many of the bed ancient 
authors have loft little by their translation into our foil; 
1 am charmed with the Greek of Thucydides and Longi- 
nus; but I am likewtfe delighted with the French dreft 
of the laft, and Mr Smith's Englifii of both. 1 can 
diftinguilh the gentility and eafe of Cicero* and the 
fpirit and neatnefs of Pliny, in their epiftles, as they 
are translated by Mr Mehnoth. Will any man that 
has feen Mr Pope's Homer lament that he has, not; 
read him m the original ? And will not every man of 
a true tafte adniire the gaiety and good fenfe of Horace* 
the gallantry and genteel careletfhefs of Ovid, the fire 
and energy of Juvenal, and the pafiton of Tibullus, ia 
paraphrases and translations of Donne, Dry den, Garth, 
Congreve, and Hammond? I mftanee thefe, as their 
beauties are with more difficulty tranflated into a fo- 
reign language* 

It would be eodlefs to enumerate the EiigKfli poems- 
that perhaps equal any thing in Greek or Latin. The 
Paradtfe Loft will be thought little inferior to the Iliad 
OrJ&neid in judgment, majefty, and true poetic fire. The 
EflayVm Criticrira 1 need not fcruple to compare with: 
the Epiftle to the Ptfoe*; nor to prefer the Dunciad* 
Eflay on Man, and the Ethic Epiftles, to any of the pro- 
ductions of antiquity. And will you not join with mo 
m preferring Alexander's Feaft to all the extravagance 

Volume III. ¥ 
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of Pindar, in point of harmony, and power of exprcf- 
fion and numbers ? The Poets, it b troe, had different 
views; bot,notwithftanding, there may be acompariiba. 

To enlarge farther would carry me beyond the 
finks I propofe to myfelf % I (ha]l therefore conclude 
my remark* on this kind of writing with obfenrtng, 
that if we tall (bort of the Ancients many part of polite 
writing, k is m the method of Dialogue, in which £bme 
of them,as-Xeiiophon,Plato> and Tofty, had mod excel— 
lent talents ; and yet I know not whether the Dialogue 
on Medals-, and the Minute Phiibfopher, may not rival 
any thing they have left behind them : for as to their 
political writings, no man will think diem equal to the 
Letters on Patnotifm r and the Idea of a Patriot Kin?. 
In hiftory we are certainly deficient, though Raleigh, 
Clarendon, and a few others, are excellent in their 
kinds ; but we as certainly make it up in mathematics, 
natural philosophy, phy fie, and the many excellent trea- 
ties we have in morality, politics, and civil prudence. 

It is not my intention to refume a fubjecl that ha** 
already employed much abler pens, and to raife a dif- 

Jute about the comparative merits of the Ancients and 1 
f oderns x nor would 1 by any means difcourage the 
fludy of the ancient languages; for I think the time I 
fpent in acquiring them extremely well employed r but 
I would willingly perfuade fueh as are not matters of 
them, that they may become fcholars and learned men 
with no other affiftance than their own native Engliflu 
I am Aire I think the man more deferving of thofe 
names who is converfant with Bacon, Boyle, Locke,, 
and Newton, than he who is unacquainted with thefe 
great philosophers, though he fhould have read Plato* 
Ariftotie, and all the orators and poets of antiquity. 

You will now, no doubt, be curious to know who 1 ant 
that decide io magiftcrially in a point fo long given op, 
and of fo much conference to the republic of tetters* 
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Time, Mr Fiti-Adam, may bring that to tight': at pre-* 
lent it is ncceuary I (bould fcreen myfelf from the in- 
4ignation of pedants, who would overwhelm me with 
heaps of ancient rubbiih. My view in this letter is to 
convince the ladies, that many of them pofiefi more 
real learning than a fellow of a college, who has for 
twenty years pored upon remnants. I have indeed often 
wondered that the Author of the World has not been 
favoured with a much greater (hare of the productions 
of female correspondents than any of his predecefTors* 
as he has fet at naught Greek and Latin for their fakes. 
But perhaps it may be for that very reafon: for fo ca- 
pricious are the fex, that though they hate a pedant, 
they dcipife the man who is not homo mukarufn iitera* 
rum. I have heard a lady declare, that (he could no 
more love a man whole learning was not (uperior t* 
her own, than htm who took all occasions of (bowing 
her that it was. ~If you approve of me as a correfpond* 
lent, I may be fome times at your fervice ; in which cafe* 
to (how my learning, my ftyieihall now-anxl-then be en* 
ffched with a little Greek and Latin,. 
I am, Sir, 

Yonr moft humble fervant, 

A. £ 



Numb. 13$. Thursday, Aug. 21, 175;. 

F>& feveral weeks pad I have been confidering 
with myfelf how I might extend the ufe and enter- 
tainment of tftefc my labours : for though thoufands of 
my countrymen have experienced, and are ready to at- 
teft, their, fatatary effeds, yet it cannot be denied but 
there are (till people to be met with who are by no 
jneansas wife*nd as good as they ought to be, Ge- 
¥3 
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ncral fatire, as I have formerly obferved, is what few 
people care to apply to themfelves ; and though 1 have 
hitherto been averie to particular and perfonal abate, • 
I am at Lift willing to try its effect, well knowing, that 
if the good which may accrue from it be but in the pro- 
portion of one million to the entertainment it gives, I 
iball have reafon to blefs myfelf for thus quarrelling 
with the world. I am fenfibJe alfo, that by adopting 
this method I am increafing the number of my corre- 
spondents, as every one will be for trying his hand oa 
fo delightful a fubjeft as the failings of his friends ; efpe- 
cially when I (ball have given him my honour that he 
peed be under no apprehenfions for his fafety, and that 
I will take every quarrel upon myfelf. I therefore here- 
by inviteall perfons whatfoever to tranfmit to me forth-* 
with all the fcandal they can either collect or invent. 
Names, and particularly great ones, will be very ac- 
ceptable; or, in default of fuch names, minute de<? 
fcriptions of perfons, their alliances and connexions* 
or the ftreets they live in, will be equally agreeable; 
Great regard will DC paid to the letters of female cor* 
respondents ; but it is humbly hoped that they will not 
fuffer the copioufnef? *nd enticement of the fubject to 
fcurry them into lengths that may exceed the bounds of 
this paper. 

I am fenfible that a great deal of courage, and aji 
equal degree of dexterity "at (ingle rapier, wijl be necef- 
fary on this occafion ; but, as 1 faid before, I am con- 
tented to take the whole upon myfelf rather than lay 
my correfpondents under any restraint : my name is, 
Adam Fta-Acjam ? I am to be heard of every morning 
at the Tilt-yard coffeehoufe ; and though an old man, 
ihall be ready to give any gentleman Satisfaction whp 
chufes to call upon me in a hackney-coach, and frank 
jne to Hyde Park or Montague Houfe. * 

Jo extend the ufefulnefc of this paper (till farthen, 
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it is my intention (notwithstanding any former decla- 
ration to the contrary) to mix politics with (lander. I 
am in a manner compelled to make this fecond altera- 
tion in my plan, from a thorough conviction that no 
man in thefe kingdoms is fuch a matter of politics as my- 
felf ; and as a war with France feems now to be ine- 
vitable, I (hall, from time to time, inftruct our mi- 
nisters in what manner to conduct it, and (hall hope for' 
an exact compliance with every plan I (hall lay before 
them. This wiH be faving a great deal of trouble and 
perplexity to the common people of England, who, 
though always ready to inftruct an Adminiftration, are 
ibmetimes fo divided in their opinions that the faid 
Adminiftration are forced to purfue their own meafures, 
for want of plain and punctual inftrbctions from their 
friends. 

The better to carry on this laudable defign, I (hall 
direct what bills are proper to be brought into parlia- 
ment, and. what acts I would have repealed. I (halt 
alio devote three mornings in every week to the private 
inftruction of all fuch minifters and members of par- 
liament as are defirous of conferring with me at my lod- 
gings up two pair of (lairs, at the trunk«maker's in St 
Martin's Lane* I (hall like wife be ready to anfwer ali 
queftions in politics to fuch gentlemen and ladies as 
would willingly inveftigate that fcience without ftudy 
or application. This will tend greatly to the edifica- 
tion of all juftices of the peace, nurfes, midwives, coun- 
try curates, and pari(b clerks, whofe ideas feem at pre- 
fent to be a little confufed, for want of a thorough know* 
ledge of the interefts and connexions of the feveral ftates 
of Europe, and how the balance of power is to be main- 
tained. I (hall keep a watchful eye over the King of 
France and his minifters, and will give timely notice of 
any intended invafions, and direct meafures to defeat 
fuch um&ons tn.proper time. 1 (hall find means of 
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kiftnifiiiig the other powers of Europe m their true 
and natural intereOs, and will communicate in this pa- 
per the intelligence I (hall, from time to time, receive 
from the {aid powers ; fo that the Public fhaH always 
be apprized beforehand of the meafares they intend 
to take. 

When I confider the raft utility of this my underta- 
king, 1 cannot be too thankful for the abilities I am blef- 
fed with for carrying it on to the universal fatifcfa&on 
of ail parties. My humanity is, I confefi, a little hurt 
by reflecting that, while 1 am thus- making a monopoly. 
of politics and dander* lam doing an injury to thofe of 
my brother authors* who have long lived by dealing 
out their occaftonal portions of thofe commodities. 
But I am comforted, upon fecond thoughts, that as this 
paper ispubliflied once a- week, they will have continued 
opportunities of enriching their own larger compofitions 
with the mod fhining parts of it : and this they (baH 
have free Jeave to do, provided that they add no con* 
jedtares of their own, or pretend to doubt the fuperio* 
rity of my abilities, whereby deputes maybe railed upon 
any of thofe facts which I fhall think proper to advance* 
The fame indulgence is hereby given to ail writers or 
compilers of country newfpapers in Great Britain and 
Ireland : for as I have only the good of my country 
at heart, I am defirous of extending thefe my laboors 
to the remoteft parts of his Majefty's dominions* I (hall 
alfo have this farther fattsfadion, that the general 
complaint of the country's being deferted of inhabi- 
tants every winter may ceafe ; as by means of this cir- 
culation every private gentleman may refide conftantly 
at his feat, and every clergyman at his living, without 
being obliged once a year to pay a vifit to Condon, in 
fcrder to ftudy politics, and inftruct the Atfrainifrratton, 
. But a much greater, advantage than any yet met** 
turned remains Hill to be told* The circulation of dm 
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pap*? wilt not be confined to Great Britain and Ire- 
land; it will, doubtleft, be demanded in all the courts, 
cities, and large towns, of Europe ; by which means our 
enemies on the continent, finding the fuperioriiy of our 
wtfdom, and knowing by whom ©or counfellnrs are 
coonieUed, will fue to us for peace upon our own terms* 
In the mean time, as we are entering in to a war not of 
oar own (ecking, but merely in defenceof oar commerce, 
and for the protection and fnpport of our undoubted 
rights, 1 fall dtre& the Admintftration how toraife fuch 
fitpplies as may enable os to carry it on with vigour 
and fuccefe ; and this I hope to effect to every body's 
latisfaoVion, which I hambly apprehend has not always 
been the caie. 

I am well aware that there are certain fupernciai 
persons in the world, who may fancy that they have not 
discovered in my writings hitherto theie marvellous 
abilities to which I am now laying claim. To all fucfh 
1 ihall pnly anfwer, let the event decide : for I have 
always theaght it beneath me to boaft of talents fupe- 
tier so other men till the necetky of the times compel 
ane to produce them. Thofe who know me will fay 
ef me what modefty forbids I ihould fay of myfelf. In* 
deed it has been owing to a very uncommon degree of 
that fheepHb quality that I have not let my readers into 
many fecrets of myjfetk that would Jhave amazed and 
confounded them. 

I have undertaken politics and dander at the fame 
time, from a conftant obfervation that there is a cer« 
tain connexion between tftoje fcienecs, which its din?- 
cult to break through. But I intend to vary from 
tile common method, and fhaU fometimes write politics , 
without abufe, and abuie without politics* It may be 
feared, perhaps, that as I have hitherto received iwr 
reward for the great candour with which I have treat- 
ed the Administration during the eourfc of this Paper, 
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I may incline to dired wrong tneafures out of pare 
fpite; hot I can affiire my readers that fuch fears 
are ground!e(s. I have nothing at heart but the public 
good, and (hall propofe no meafures but fueh as are 
moft apparently conducive to the honour and glory of 
my native country. In treating of tnefe meafures I 
ihall build nothing upon hypothecs, but will go ma* 
thematically to work, and reduce every thing to a de- 
monftration. For inftance, if the war is only to be a 
naval one, I would inftrud our miniftcr (as- a certain 
ingenious painter is faid to draw) by the triangle. As 
thus. The end of war is an advantageous-peace. Now 
fuppofe any triangle equilateral or otherwife, where A 
(hail fignify the Engliih fleet, B the French fleet, and 
G the above peace ; the folution then wilt be no more 
than this, let the fleet A take the fleet B, and you pro- 
duce the peace G. The fame folution will do in a land 
war, where A and B may ftand for armies inftead of fleets. 
Having now fufficientFy explained myfeif upon thir 
important occafton, I (hall take leave of my readers tilt 
next Thurfday, at which time, uslefs I (houldfee reafon 
to the contrary, I (half prefent them with a- paper either 
of fcandal or polities, which (hall be to all-their {atiC* 
factions. 



Numb, 139, Thursday, Aug. 28, tjs5* 

I HAVE judged it proper to poAftone politics to- 
another week, that I may oblige my readers with 
a piece of fcandal, or whatever elfe they may pleafe to 
call it, which has but juft tranfpired, and which will 
quickly engage the converfation of all the beft families 
in Town and* country. Thofe who, are unacquainted 
with the parties concerned will* 1 hope, taenia me for 
4 
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publifhing only the initial letters of their names, or, 
fometimes no letters at all ; their higher rank, and 
the honourable offices they bear demanding from me 
a little more complaisance than I may probably (how to 
meaner perfons. At the fame time 1 (hould be forry to 
have ic thought that my tendernefs upon this occafion 
arofe from any felfifh considerations of the confequences 
that might enfne : the fword of a man of quality is no 
longer than that of another man, nor, for any thing I 
have obferved, is be a jot more dexterous at drawing a , 
trigger. My moderation proceeds from the great re- 
aped which is due from perfons in humble fituations to 
men of high and illuftrious birth ; though, at the fame t 
time, I mud take the liberty of declaring, that one or $ 
two ftories more of the fame nature with what I am 
now going to relate will entirely cancel my regards, and 
incline me to treat them with the freedom of an equal. 

Every body knows, at lcaft every body in genteel life, 
that the match between Lord * * * and Mils G — was 
brought about by the old Earl and the young lady's 
aunt, at whofe houfe my Lord unfortunately faw, and 
fell defperately in love with, MifsL*— ,who was adi* 
ftant relation of the aunt, and who happened to be there 
upon a vifit at the time of his Lordfhip's courtfliip to 
the niece. The character of Mifs L— is too no- 
torious to require a place in this narrative; though I 
mud do her the juftice to own, that I believe every arc 
to undo a woman was p radii fed upon her before (he was 
prevailed upon to give up her honour to a man whom 
lhe knew to be the deAined hufband of her mod intimate 
friend. 

Thofe who knew of the affair between my Lord and 
MifsL- — endeavoured, by every poflible method, to dif- 
fuade MifsG— from the match; and indeed if that 
unfortunate young lady had not preferred a title tohap- 
pinefs, (he had treated his Lordfhip as he deferred, from 
. Volume III. Z 
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a thorough comridion that be bad already bellowed hit 

affections upon Mifs L • Bat an union of hearts ia 

by no means neceffary in the m arri a ge s of the great. My 
* Lord and the old Earl Jaw a thousand charms ia Mifa 
G -••• 's large fortune; and the young lady aftd her 
aunt law every thing in a title that could be wifhed fb* 
in the married ftate. The ceremony was performed 
loon after at the Earl's honfe; and the young couple, 
though perfectly indifferent to each other, conducted 
themfelves fo prudently in all companies, that thofe who 
did not know them intimately befceved them to be very 
happy people. 

The bid Earl dying foon after, my Lord fUcceeded 
to the eftatc and title of***, and tired with his Lady Ml 
all the magnificence and'fpfendour which hte large in* 
come could afford. His Lordfhip had a considerable 
mortgage on the eftate of Sir O—S——; and it Was 
under pretence of fettling fome affairs with that gentle- 
man, at his brother's feat near St Albau's, that he let 
out the beginning of this month upon the expedition, 
which has unhappliy turned out fo fatal to bis peace. 
Colonel ***, a gentleman too well known for his gallan- 
tries among the ladies to need the initial letters of hfe 
name, was to be of his Lordfhtp's party • and tfcV my 
. Lord had two £tsof horfesof his own, yet, for certain 
reafons, which may hereafter be gueffed at, he hired a 
roach and fix at Tubbs*s, and fct out on the Tuefday 
for St Alban*s, with intention, as was given out, t6 re- 
turn on theThurfday following. 
» I ftiould hare informed my readers, that Lady ••» 

and the young Vifcountefs D , who wasfaidto hatfe 

a t entire for the Colonel, were to meet them in the Vif- 
countefs's coach at Barnet on their return home, and 
that they were all to dine together at the Green Man. 
It was faid, 1 know, that JDoclor *••,- who is a man of 
family, was of the ladies' party': he had been an inti- 
mate acquaintance, and fbme fay alovenof MiftG*— -» 
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before he* marriage wkh Lord * * *. The Doctor is a 
fnaa much more famous fpr his wit and addrefs than 
his practice ; and 15 thought to be the author of a late 
extraordinary performance, which, however celebrated, 
in my humble opinion refects more honour on his in* 
veatien than either on his knowledge in politics or his 
character as a moral man. But I will avoid circum- 
stances, and be as (hart as I can. 

Doctor * ♦ ♦, though be lives at St James's end of the 
Town, had been fever al times in that week at Batfon's 
and Child's coffeehouses, and had drank phocolate with 

Sir E H the very Thurfday that Lord ** * 

and the Colonel were to return from St Alban's to 
meet Lady * * * and the Vifcountefsat the Green Man 
at Barnet. Many people are of opinion that the Doc- 
tor was not of the party, but that he received his intelli- 
gence from one Mm-y, who had formerly been a Reward 
cS Lord * * *. Bui H-rr-y denies the fait, and lays the 
whole ipifchief on Lady ** **s woman, who itfeems had 
been honiekecper to the Doctor when he lived in the 
fquare. There are ftraage reports of the Doctor and 
this woman ; but whether (he or H-^-y was the contri- 
ver of this villany wUl appear hereafter. H— y is a 
snap of a very indifferent character, and (I am not 
afraid of faying it) capable of undertaking any mifchief 
what&ever. 

Lady* *• and the VMcountefs, according to agree- 
ment, fet out on Thurfday at one o'clock for Bar* 
oct, and came to the Green Man, which was the place 
. appointed for dining. My Lord and the Colonel not 
being arrived, the Vifeonntefs recollected that fhe had 
an acquaintance in the neighbourhood, at about two 
miles' diftaace, whom fhe propoied vifiting in a poft- 
chaife, ander pretence of faving her own horfes. As • 
this acquaintance of the Vifeoantefs was a Granger to 
Lady **+, her Lady Qupdeclincd going with hcrfriend, 
Z % 
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and agreed to amufe herfelf with a book of novels till 
her return, or till the arrival of my Lord and the Colonel, 
which was every moment expected. The Vifcountefs 
ftept immediately into the potUchaife ; and foon after, 
as Lady # * * was looking out at the window of the . 
inn the faw a coach and fix drive by very haftily towards 
London ; and the landlord declares that he faw Lord 
*** and the Colonel, and two ladies in the coach 
muffled up in cloaks. He alfo declares that Lady # * * 
called out three times for the coach to ftop, but that no 
one anfwered, and the coachman drove out of fight in 
a few minutes. 

1 (hould have taken notice before, that as foon as the 
Vifcountefs was gone upon her vifu, as Lady * * * was 
fitting at the window next the road, the Captain in 
quartersjtook great notice of her t and faid to the chamber- 
maid, in her Ladyfhip's hearing, that he would give 
up a whole year's pay to pafs the afternoon with fo fine 
a creature : upon which Lady ### frowned upon him 
very feverely, and began a fmart conversation with him 
on his boldnefs and prefuraption. - 

The Vifcountefs, to the great furprife of Lady # * *, 
did not return till near fix in the evening, and feemed 
in great confufion while (he endeavoured to apologize 
for her abfence. But as Lady** # was convinced that 
her Lord was in the coach that drove fo haftily towards 
London, (he declared pofitively that (he would not ftir 
a ftep from the inn till he returned to fetch her ; and 
infifted on the Vifcountefs's going immediately to inform 
him of her refolution. The Vifcountefs accordingly 
iet out, and the Captain was feen going up (fairs foon 
after. But whether Lord * * * returned that night, or 
whether it was really his Lordfhip's coach that patted by, 
is uncertain: however, Lady * * # has been miffing ever 
fince ; and yefterday a lady was found drowned in Rofa- 
mond's pond, who is fufpeded to be her: for though 
Lady * * * was a thin woman, and wore a chintz gown 
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that day, and the pcrfon taken out of the pond appeared 
to be fat, and was dreffed in white ; jet it is thought 
that by lying a long time under water the body may 
be very much fwelled, and the colours of the linen en- 
tirely di (charged. One thing is certain, that Lord # * * 
is like a man diftra&ed; the Doctor, the fteward, and 
my lady's woman are taken into cuftody; and the 
Colonel and the Vifcounteft are fled no body knows 
whither. 

I (hall leave my readers to make their own comments 
on this unhappy affair ; which I have brought into as 
fhort a compafs as I was able with truth and perfpi- 
cuity. J am fenfible that where names occur Co often, 
and thofe only marked with afterilks or initial letters, 
it is a very difficult matter to avoid confufion : and in- 
deed I flionld hardly have thought myfelf perfectly clear, 
if I had not communicated my narrative to a country 
acquaintance of mine, a man totally ignorant of the 
whole affair, who was pleafed to allure me, that he 
never met with any thing fo plain and intelligible, I 
have been the more circumftantial upon this occafion, 
from a defire of pointing out, in the mod perfpicuous 
manner, the leading fteps of this fatal cataftrophe : for 
I am not fatisfied with entertaining my readers with 
the frailties and misfortunes of perfons of quality, un- 
lets I can warn them by their example againft falling 
into the like errors. 



Numb. 140. Thursday, Sept.. 4, 1755. 

THE report of the King of France's having lately 
forbidden the coffeehoufes at Paris to take in any 
Englilh newfpapcrs was no more than I expe&ed, 
after having, in the World of laft Thurfday was fe'en- 
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night, fo plainly and openly declared my intentions of 
inafaftallaienpottticiaus. But though kis mow, Chri- 
fftiau Majcfty Hat thought proper to keep Kb fiiujc6s ia 
the dark ae to the feienec of politics, jet I hear with 
pleafore that his cojimartcs in this city art toying op 
large numbers of thcfe my lucubrations for tile private 
pcrulal of that Monarch and his mmifters, and that a 
counfel is ordered to attend the reading of them as (boa 
as they arrive. But, for very good reafons, I have 
thought proper to change my intentions, and not 
meddle with matters of (late, at leaft for the prefeot. 
Indeed, to confefe the troth, I have lately received full 
convi&ipn that, great as my knowledge is in politics, 
there are thofe at the head of affairs that know to the 
full as much as myfelf. Success is not always in oar 
power; bat if we are really to enter into a war with 
France, I have the pleafore of adoring the common 
people of England, that they may depend upon its 
facing as well conducted as if they had the cntim ma- 
nagement of it in their own hands, or even if I myfelf 
was to preude at all their meetings for fettling plans 
nnd operations. 

This and other reafons have inclined me for the pro- 
Cent to lay afide politics, and to go on in the old way, 
emending hearts inftead of heads, or fornHhiBg fttch 
jauufcaients as may fix the attention of the idle, or di- 
vert the fchemes of the vicious, for at leaft Eve minutes 
every week. Of this kind is the following little piece, 
which I received fpnie time face from a. very gggenjoys 
correfpondent, who inudes it 

A M&b<*a*«o<n nmeng the Books. 

From every thing in Nature a wife man may derive 
matter of meditation, in meditations various authors 
have eierdfcd their genius, or tortured their fancy. An 
author who meant to be fcrinu* has meditated on the 
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totyftef? of westing ; an author who sever meant to be 
ftftioas has meditated on a broomftick ; let me alfo me* 
clitate ; and a library of books (ball be the fobjeti of my 
meditation*. 

Before my eyes an almoft innumerable mokttode of 
ftBthors are ranged, different in their opinions as fa 
their fc*tt and appearance* to what light (hall i view 
thk» great aJTemWy ? Shall I colder it as on ancient 
legion, drawn oat in goodly array, under fit comman- 
der* ? or as a modern regiment of writers, where the 
common men have been forced by want, or ftduced 
tferongh Wickedoels* into the fervice 5 and where the 
leader* owe thvir advance**** rather to caprice, party- 
favour, and the partiality of friends, than to merit or 
ffervite? 

Shall I confrdcr ye, O ye Books* as a herd of coortiers 
fe&d (taimpets, who proftft to be fubftrvtent to my *{t f 
and yet ftek only your own advantage f No ; let me 
confide* this room as the great charnei4io*fe of (noma* 
reafbn, where Darknef* and Corraptfon dwell ; or, as a 
certain poet e*ptdfet himfclf, 

Where hot aad cold, and wet and dry, 
And beef and "broth and apple-pyc, 
Moft fldVcnly atfetobld. 

tVbo e^e they wh<ofc tf&adoroed raiment betyeata 
their Inward fimpttdrv? They are law-book*, ftattftes, 
and commentaries oft mirages. Tbefe are a&sof pariia* 
ifatnt, whom all men matt obey, and yet few only ca« 
ptirchafe. Like the Sphyrrx of antiquity, they fpeak 
in xnigmas, and yet devour the unhappy wretches 
who comprehend mem not. 

The*e^r* commentaries*)* Iterates ; for thepenfarng 
of them thfe longest life of man would prove infuffi- 
ctent; for the underftandmg of them the wtmoft inge- 
ftfrity of man WoWld Mt avail. 
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Croel is the dilemma between the neceffity and the 
impoffibility of underftanding ; yet are we not left ut- 
tcrly deftitute of relief. Behold, for our comfort, an 
abridgment of law and equity I It confifts not of many 
volumes ; it extends only to twenty-two folios ; yet as a 
few thin cakes may contain the whole nutritive fubftance 
of a (tailed ox, fo may this compendium contain the 
cflcntia] gravy of many a report and adjudged cafe. 

The fages of the law recommend this abridgment 
to our perufal. Let as, with all thankfulnefs of heart, 
receive their counfel. Much are we beholden to phy- 
ficians, who only prefcribe the bark of the Quinquina, 
when they might oblige their patients to fwallow the 
whole tree. 

From thefe volumes I turn my eyes on a deep-embo- 
died phalanx, numerous and formidable : they are con- 
troverfial divines: fo has the world agreed to term 
them* How arbitrary is language 1 and how does the 
cuftom of mankind join words that reafon has put 
afunder ! Thus we often hear of hell-fire cold, of de- 
. vilifti bandfome, and the like : and thus controversial 
and divine have been afibciated. 
- Thefe controverfial divines have changed the rule of 
life into a ftandard of difputation. They have em- 
ployed the temple of the Mod High as a fencingfchool, 
where gymnaftic exercifes are daily exhibited, and where 
victory ferves only to excite contefts. Slighting the 
bulwarks wherewith He who bellowed religion on man- 
kind had fecured it, they have encompafled it with va- 
rious minute outworks, which an army of warriors 
can with difficulty defend. 

The next in order to them are the redoubtable an- 
tagoni fts of common fenfe ; the gentlemen who clofe 
up the common highway to heaven, and yet open no 
private road for perfons having occafion to travel that 
way. The writers of this tribe are various, but in pria- 
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cipies and manners not hing diffimilar. Let me review 
them as (hey ftand arranged. Thefe are Epicurean ora- 
tors, who have endeavoured to confound the ideas of 
right and wrong, to the unfpeakable comfort of high- 
waymen and (lock jobbers. Thefe are inquirers alter 
truth, who never deign to implore the aid of knowledge 
in their researches. Thefe are fceptics, who labour ear- 
nefty to argue themfelves out of their own evidence; 
herein refembling that choice fpirit, who endeavoured 
fo artfully to pick his own pocket as not to be detect- 
ed by himfelf. La ft of all are the compofers of rhap- 
fodics, fragments, and (ft range to fay it) thoughts. 

Amidft this army of anti-martyrs I difcern a volume 
of peculiar appearance : its meagre afpecl, and the dir- 
ty gaudinefs of its habits make ic bear a perfect rcfem- 
blance of a decayed gentleman. The wretched monu- 
ment of mortality was brought forth in the reign of 
Charles II.; it was the darling, the only child, of a 
man of quality. How did its parent exult at its birth ! 
how many flatterers extolled it beyond their own off- 
fpring, and urged its credulous father to difplny its 
excellencies to the whole world ! Induced by their io- 
Kcitations, the father arrayed his child in fcarlet and 
gold, fubmitted it to the public .eye, and called it, Poemt 
by a per/on of honour. While he lived, his booby oiF- 
fpring was treated with the cold refpect due to the rank 
and fortune ot its parent : but when Death had locked 
up his kicchin, and carried off the keys of his cellar, 
the poor child was abandoned to the parifh ; ic was 
kicked from (fall to ftall, like a defpifed proftitute % and 
after various calamities was refcued out of the hands 
of a vender of Scotch fnuff, and fafely placed as a pen* 
fioner in the band of Free- thinkers. 

Thou firft, thou greatelt vice of the human mind, 
Ambition ; all thefe authors were originally thy vota- 
ries^ ! They promrfed to themfelves a fame more du- 

Vdumc HI* A a 
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table than tbe cal£fkin that cohered their works: the 
calf-ikin (as the dealer (peaks) is in excellent condition,, 
white the books tbemfclves remain the prey of that fiknc 
critic the worro^ 

Complete eooks and conveyancers ; bodies of fchoot 
divinity and Tommy Thumb ; little ftory-books, fyftems 
of philofophy, and memoirs of women of pleafure ; apo- 
logies for the lives of players and prime minifiers, are 
all configncd to one common oblivion. 

One book indeed there ts t which pretend* to a little 
reputation, and by a- ftrange felicity obtains whatever it 
demands* To be ofeful for fome months only is the 
wholeof its ambition y and though every day that pafies 
confcuedly dimintfhes its utility, yet it is fought for and 
purchafed by all : fuch is the deferved and onenvied 
character of that excellent treatife of pra&cal aftro* 
momy the Almanac. 



Numb. 141. Thursday, Sept. if, 1755. 

THE following letter was miffctid, which is the 
reafon of its not having appeared earlier in this 
Paper. The excufe, perhaps, is lefs pardonable than 
the fault ; bnt it is the only one I can make with truth ; 
and I hope the author will receive it with candour. 

c To Mr Firz-AoAit. 

p 1 ft, 

If ever you take the. trouble of looking into any of 
the public papers be fides your own, you cannot help' 
©bferving the many curious experiments which of late 
years have been made through all parts of this king- 
dom, in running, riding, leaping,. driving, fire-eating, 
•wire-dancing, and various other ufefixf arts, by pcrfoas 
of all ranks and fortunes. 
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. I am willing to give credit to thefe extraordinary at- 
jchievements, though many of them* I own, far exceed 
eke bounds of probability, becaufe of the honour they 
do to our age and country ; and it is not without high 
indignation agatnft the ingratitude of the prefent times 
that I have been hitherto difappointed in my expecla • 
<tkms of feeing public honours and rewards bellowed 
on thefe iliuftriousperfonages, who, by torch experiments, 
have (hewn us what great things the powers of Nature 
are capable of when properly direded. Newton was 
Jcafghted, and both be and Mr Locke had very conft- 
<ierab!e places under the government; and yet what 
mighty matters did thefe phiiofophers do in compari- 
son of our new experiment-makers ? They contented 
^hemielves with looking *nto the Jaws of Nature, and 
went no farther. The mind orders its ideas juft as k 
vied to do before the Effay on the Human Underftand- 
<i ng had banifhed from the world the doctrine of innate 
principals and fub&antial forms : and Newton, after he 
J*ad demoliihed the vortices of Defcartes left the planets 
j**ft as be found them. They have rpllexj round the fua 
precifely in the fame time, and at the &me dUUnce, be- 
fore and fince bis di&oyertes. But our wonder-workers 
have found the fecrct of confronting the Jaws of Na- 
ture, and have actually accomplUhed what in the walla 
of Bedlam, and the laboratories of Logada, it would 
bave been thought madneft to attempt. 

I am fenfible it may be objected to rae, that die things 
1 compare are totally different ; and hsftead of thefe 
modern chiefs in philosophy I fbouid rather have turn*- 
ed my eye to the renowned heroes of antiquity, whole * 
exploits have been the admiration of fo many ages. 
jSe «t fo; we own the resemblance, and have no reafom 
to be afraid of the comparison : for beiides that many 
pf thefe exploits are looked upon as fabulous, if it be con- 
A a 3 
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fidered that fomc of them were only the effe&s of brute 
force, and that the merit of others is to be divided a*> 
roong multitudes, who all had a fturc in their produc- 
tion, no doubt can be made, on a fair eftimate between 
the merit of ancient and modern worthies, on 'whole 
iide the balance will be found to turn, i am no ene? 
my to the firae of antiquity,; but I own it grieves me, 
that wjhen ancient exploits have been celebrated over 
and over by the choiceft poets and hiftorians, thofe of 
our own times, no left extraordinary, mould be lefc to 
jmTs down to pofterity on no better authority than the 
doubtful teftimony of a common newfpaper, 

Mr Fitz-Adam, you profefs yourfelf a citizen of the 
world, an equal judge between all the children of our 
firft parents; aft op then to this character, and do juf- 
tice ; fuffer not exploits to drop into oblivion, at which 
the Gymnafia of Greece and Italy would have ftood 
aghaft; which would have been honoured with ftatues 
and crowns of olive at Olympia; with a place in the 
Prytaneum at Athens ; and an ovation, if not a triumph, 
at Rome. Suffer not ingratitude to fix a (lain upon 
our country which it would never be able to wipe off. 

I pretend not to enumerate, or even to be fenfible of, 
all the advantages with which thefe lingular efforts of 
genius will be attended ; but in natural phjlofophy and 
religion their ufes are apparent at the firft glance. 

Experiments, it is now agreed on all hands, are the 
only folid bafis of natural fcience. In thefe Bacon and 
Newton led the way: biit their followers have ennobled 
them; they have transferred them from heavy inert 
matter to the very quinteffence of fpirit, their hoWes 
and themfelves. What before was only fit for reclufe 
pedants they have made the amufement and the bufi* 
jiefs of fine gentlemen. 

And here I beg leave, by the way, to proDofe a pro r 
t)lem to the lovers of thefe noble arts, which I hope; 
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will not be thought altogether unworthy of their at- 
tention. 

Suppofe a gentleman is able to drive a wheel -carriage 
any number of miles in a hour, when the motion of hi§ 
liorfes is progrcffive, or according to the natural courfc 
of their limbs; how much time ought he to be allowed to 
do it in when his horfes move retrogarde, or tails t oremoll ? 

But to come to religion. Thele new experiments 
Jerve to (how how little we understand of the bounds' 
of credibility. Had fuch experiments been properly at- 
tended to, a certain gentleman, that (hall be namelefs, 
might have fpared his haughty challenge to the defen- 
ders of the ChrilHan faith. Our brave youths will foon 
make him fenfible of his error, and turn the edge of 
that formidable broad- fword of his upon hirafelf, with 
which he has threatened to depopulate the Chriftian 
world. VVilJ he any longer pretend to fay, that no 
teftimony can make a thing credible that is contrary to 
experience, when i defy him to match, in the annals of 
any age or country, the feats which he is forced to ber 
Jieve on the credit of a common newfpaper. 

I could run through all the arts and fciences, and in 
each of them (how the wonderful advantage of thefe 
Dew experiments, but this is a talk that deferves an 
abler hand : \ therefore propofe, when his Majefty (hall 
h ive incorporated the authors of them into a new Roy- 
al Society, which I hope will be foon, that one of our 
mod eminent pens be appointed, after the example of 
Bi(hop Sprat, to write the hi (lory of the Society ; and 
another, after the example of Fontenelic, to make eu- 
logies on its particular members. And I defire that you 
will immediately look out for two fuch perfons amongft 
your correfpondents ; which I (hould imagine can be 
no great difficulty to one who has the honour to reckon 
jn (hat number the prime wits of the age. 
I am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant. 



i 9 o THE WORLD, 11**41; 

Mr Fitz-Adam, 

Walking the other day through Wapping,to fee the 
homours of the place, I happened to caft my eyes upon 
the windows of an alehoufe, where I fa w written in large 
capitals, Rom ah Purl. I had the curiofity to afk of* 
man who was walking near me why it might not as well 
have been called Britifh Purl as Roman Purl ? •* O, 
•* Sir* laid he, " the landlord has had twenty times the 
" cuftom fince he gavehis liquor that ontjandifh name.* 9 
1 foon found that my fagacioos informer was a v maker 
of leather breeches, by feeing him enter and fet him- 
fetf to work in a fbop, over the door of which was 
written upon a hit of paper, The true Italian leather* 
breeches balls fold here by the maker. I confefs I was 
a little farprifed to find the fafhion of admiring every 
thing foreign had extended itfelf to fo great a cfcftance 
from St James's; having conceived an opinion that none 
but our betters at the polite end of the Town were the 
defptfers and difconragers of our home manufactures. 

As I fee no folid reafon for this univerfal diflike to. 
every thing that is EngKfti, I (hould be glad of your 
fentiments on the fubjed, which will greatly oblige, 
Sir, 

Your conftant reader, 

and admirer, 

C.D ? 

f (hall forbear making any remarks upon this letter, 
that I may oblige a very witty correfpondent, whofe 
letter I received a few days ago by the general potb. 
But I mnft entreat the ftvour of this gentleman, and. 
of all others who may incline to write to me in fo la- 
conic a ftyte, to chufe another metnod of conveyance, 
for fear their letter -fhouH fotnetrmes happen to milt 
carry. 
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To Mr Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

. Fray be fo kind at to infert this in your neit- 

Your's, 

W.B. 

- -- - 

Numb, 142. Thursday, Sept. x8, 1755. 

SINCE the publication of my correfpondent's letter 
on the fuibjeA of noile, 1 have received the two fol- 
lowing, which i (hall lay before my readers lor the en* 
tcrtainmcnt of to-day. 

ToMrFiTZ-AnArf. 
Sra, 

Tour paper which treats of the paffion for noife fa* 
In one refped given me fome pleafurc; the observa- 
tions in it being inch as I have often made myfelf, and 
the ridicule intended by them what many perfons in the 
World very juftly obferte. At the fame time i could 
not help feeling fome uncafmefs on being led by thofe 
observations to reflect ferioufly and deliberately upon 
my own misfortunes. 

Till I was about forty years old I had lived a bache- 
lor in London ; at which time, having acquired a con- . 
fiderable fortune in the mercantile way, 1 retired into 
the country ; and hoping to pafs the reft of my days in 
peace, and to be happy in a focial companion, I mar- 
ried a wife. She has always been, for any thing that I 
. know to the contrary, what is called a virtuous woman; 
a notable one I am fure (he is : but though cbaftity and 
notablcnefs may be very valuable qualities in* woman, 
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yet if they are to be nurfcd and cherifhed at the expenfe 
of meeknefs, forbearance, and all the other virtues, in 
my humble opinion ihe had better be without them. 
1 called at your friend Dodfley's the laft time i was 
in Town to Jock in Mr Johnfon's Dictionary for the 
meaning of the word notable ; but could find no fuch 
epithet applied to a wife. I wifh with all my heart that 
hie had given us a definition of that character, as alio of 
a good woman, which, according to forae alehoufe figns 
in the country, is a woman without a head. 

I have long been of opinion, that as the principal vir- 
tue of a man is courage, fo the principal virtue of a 
woman is (ilence : my wife indeed is of a contrary way 
of thinking with regard to this female virtue ; but tik 
I am ftark deaf I thai! never be prevailed upon to alter 
my opinion. Dumb creatures were always my delight, 
and particularly a cat, the dumbed of all ; but my wife, 
who has a natural antipathy tdthat animal, has hung 
up a parrot in my parlour, and filled my hen-yard and 
garden with maccaws and peacocks. 

Befides the domeftic noifes with which I am perpew 
tually tormented, I am unfortunately fituated near the 
church, and in the hearing of ten difmal bells, which 
our parifhioners have fet up in the room of one fingle 
bel^ by which for many years before the proper notice 
for church-time, aod other parochial' matters, had been 
ufually given. And left the advantage of the found of 
thefe bells lhould ever be loft, one of our wealthy yeomen 
has bequeathed by will a confiderable fom of money to 
the ringers of the pariih, for a certain number of peals 
five or ftx times a week for ever. About the time of 
this d* fir able acquifttion the new method of pfalmody 
was introduced into our church by a fet of fellows who 
call themfelves the fingers : Co that our good old tunes 
being rejected, I am obliged to Ctt and hear their terrible 
bawling and difcord, having never been taught to ling 
4 
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in, treble time, of to find any thing foleron in the airs of 

a J«gg- 

It happens alio that our parifhis famous for delight* 

ing in what is called rough mujic, confuting of perform- 
ances on cow*borns, falt-boxes, warming-pans, (beep- 
bells, &c. intermixed with hooting, hallooipg, and all 
forts of hideous noifes, with which the young wags of 
t he villageferenade their neigh hours on feveraloccafions, 
particularly thofe families in which (as the phrafe is) 
the gray mare is the better horfe. 

Being thus accuftomed to noife in the day-time, I 
ana frequently awaked out of my deep (though in the 
abfence of my wife) by dreaming of them in the night ; 
fo that in almoftall my hours of retirement, in my {lum- 
bers, and even in my devotions, [am conftantly torment- 
ed with noifes, and thoroughly convinced that there is 
no peace for me but in the grave. 

This being my cafe, I would advife you, Mr Fitz- 
Adam, by all po&ble means, to difcourage this raging 
paflion for noife. if you are a married man, and have 
a notable wife, (though from the freedom and fpirit with 
which you write I ihould guefs you to be a bachelor), 
' you will need neither my example nor entreaties to fee 
about this work in fober fadnefs. 1 am firmly perfuaded, 
that if you can put an end to all unreafonable noifes, you 
will thenaccomplifh that univerfal reformation offend- 
ments and manners for which your Paper was intended. 
The women will be difcreet and lovely, and the men 
rational companions for their wives and one-another. 

After what I have here faid of myfelf, I dare not let 
you know the firft fy liable of my name, or of the village 
where I live; but I defire, neverthelefs, to be efteemed as 
your very good friend, and though unknown, 

Your moil faithful, 
humble fervant. 
Volume III. B b 
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P. S. I forget to tell yon that I ha? e three line girlv 
who, though extremely well inclined, are whipt every 
hour in the day, and made to pierce my ears with their 
cries for not being women before their time, and ar 
notable as their mamma. It had like to have efcaped 
me, too, that though my wife is reckoned to have the belb 
times of any woman in- the pariftv, it is the jeft of the 
whole neighbourhood, upon hearing any violent or ua- 
ufoal fcreaming, that Mrs *** is m labour. 

BirFnr2i-Ai*AM<, 

Finding, by a late paper of yours, that you are an ad- 
vocate for peaee and quietnefs, I am encouraged, thoaghr 
a woman, to make known my cafe to you. I have beea 
a fufFerer by noife att my life long. When I was young, 
1 had a tender though not a fickly eonftitution, and 
was reckoned by all my acquaintance a girl of a mild 
and gentle difpofition, with abundance of good-nature. 
The temper of my father was unfortunately the very re- 
verfe of mine ; and though I was ready to obey the lead* 
notice of his will, yet his commands were always giveov 
in fo loud and harfti a tone of voice that they terrified 
roe like thunder. I have a thoufand times ftarted front 
my chair, and flood with my knees knocking together, 
upon his beginning to aik me a common qneftron. My 
mother, he ufed to tell me, would ruin me by her gentle* 
nefs. Indeed (he was as indulgent to me as I could wtfh,, 
and hardly ever chid me in her life, unlefs forced to it 
by my father, and to keep the peace of the family, which 
on various other occafions was frequently in danger of 
being broken. 

At the boarding- fchool, which I was lent to at the 
ufual age, I met with a governefs who was hafty and 
padjonate ; and as in her cooler hours (he was frequent* 
If making conceflions to her fcholars for the unguard- 
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«d things (he had faid in her anger, (he loft all her au- 
thority : Co that having not one. to fear, and no good 
-example to follow, we were noify and quarrelfome all 
the day long. 

After this I had the uahappinefs to be left an orphan, 
to the care of my mother's brother, who was a wealthy 
.pewterer in the City. The room we lived in was di red- 
ly over the (hop, from whence my ears were perpetu- 
ally dinned with the noife of hammers, and the clatter- 
rag of plates and dtfacs. Our country -houfe ( (where 
we ufually paffed three or four months every fummer) 
'was built clofe to fome iron-mills, of which my uncle 
was proprietor. During our day at his houfe I need 
.not tell you how I was tormented with the horrid and 
-tremendous noife which proceeded from thefe mills. 

At laft I was.fent to board with a dtftant relation, 
^nrho had been captain of a man of war, but who* having 
-married a rich widow, had given up his commifiion, and 
retired into the country. Unfortunately for poor me, 
the 1 captain ft ill retained a paulon for firing a great gun.; 
and had mounted on a little fortification, that was 
thrown Op a?ainft the front of hi» : houfe, eleven nine 
poupders, which were conftantly discharged ten or a 
dozen a times over on the arrival of vifitors, and on all 
holydays and rejoicings. The noife of thefe cannon was 
more terrible to me than all the reft, and would have 
rendered my continuance there intolerable, if a young 
gentleman, a relation of the captain's, had not held me 
by the heartftrings* and fattened, by the roeft tender 
courtfhip in the world, the horrors of thefe firings. In 
ihort, I ftaid at the Captain's till my fortune was in my 
own power, and then gave it to a hufband. 

But, alas! Mr Fits* Adam, I am wedded to noife and 

.contention as long as I live. This tendered of lovers 

is the raoft tyrannical of hu (bands. The hammering of 

pewter, the iron-mills, and the cannon, which fo much 

B b 2 
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difturbed me, arc bat lolling founds when compared to 
the raging of his voice, whenever he throws himlelf 
into one of his furies. It is the (lady of my life to ob- 
lige and pleafe him, yet I offend and difguft him by 
every thing I do. If I am filent to his upbraidings, I 
1 am fallen ; if 1 anfwer, though with the utmoft mild? 
nefs, I am either infolent or impertinent. How muft I 
do, Mr Fitz-Adam,to reclaim or bear with him ? W hat- 
ever 1 was by nature, I am at pre lent fo humbled, that 
1 can fubroit to any thing. 1 have laid my cafe before 
you for your advice, being well convinced, by your 
{peculations in general, that you are a warm advocate 
for the fex, though yon fo roe times take the liberty of 
telling us our own. it is not fo much at the croflhefs 
of my hufband, as at the loudnefi) of his voice, that I 
complain ; for I cou|d fubmit with fome kind of pati- 
ence to be beat, pinched, fcratched, or any thing, fo that 
the drum of my ear was not eternally in danger of be- 
ing broken. If i was deaf, I could defy the utmoft of 
his malice; but till that happy time arrives I am the 
mod miferabJe of women, though much, 
Mr Fitz-Adam's, 

Admirer, and humble fervant* 



Numb. 143. Thursday, Sept. 25, 1755. 

I OUGHT hourly to be looking up with gratitude 
and praife to the Creator of my being, for having 
formed me of a difpofition that throws off every particle 
of fpleen, and either direfts my attention to objeds of 
cheerfulnefs and joy, or enables me to look upon their 
contraries as I do on (hades in a picture, which add force 
to the lights, and beauty to the whole. With this hap. 
pinefs of conftitutipn I can behold the luxury of tftc 
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times, as giving food and cloathing to the hungry and 
%h!e naked, extending our commerce, and promoting and 
encouraging the liberal arts. 1 can look upon the hor- 
rors of war as productive of the bleffings and enjoy- 
ments of peace; and upon the miseries of mankind which 
1 cannot relieve, with a thankful heart that my own lot 
Jias been more favourable. 

There is a pai&ge in that truly original poem, called 
*TbeSphen % which pleafes me more than almoft any thing 
1 have read. Thepaflage is this: 

Happy the man who, innocent, 
Grieves not at ills he can't prevent ; 
His fk iff does with the current glide, 
Wot puffing puIPd againft the tide : 
He, paddling by the icuffling crowd, 
Sees, unconccrn'd, life's wager row'd; 
And when he can't prevent foul play, 
Enjoys the follies of the fray. 

The laughing philofopher has always appeared to 
me a more' eligible character than the weeping one: 
but before \ fit down either to laugh or cry at the follies 
of mankind, as I have publicly enlifted myfelf in their 
fervice, it becomes me to adminifter every thing in my 
power to relieve or cure them. For this purpofe I 
lhall here lay before my readers fome loofe hints on a 
fubject which will, I hope, excite their attention, and 
contribute towards the expelling from the heart thofe 
malignant and fullen humours which deftroy the har- 
mony of focial life. 

If we make obfervations* on human nature, either/ 
from what we feel in ourfelves, or fee in. others, we 
lhafi perceive that almoft all the uneafinefles of mankind 
owe their rife to inactivity or idlenefs of body or mind. 
A free and brifk circulation of the blood is absolutely 
ncceffary towards the creating ea fine is and good huf 
fbour; and is the only oceans of feeuring us from a 



*9* THE WORLD. N* 145. 

reftlefs train of idle thoughts, which cannot fail to make 
os burthenfome to ourfelves, and duTatisfied with all 
about us. 

Providence has therefore wifely provided for the ge- 
nerality of mankind, by compelling them to ufe that 
labour which not only procures them the neceflaries of 
life, but peace and health to enjoy them with delight. 
Nay, farther, we find how efientially neceflary it is that 
the greateft part of mankind mould be obliged to earn 
their bread by labour, from the ill ufe that is a] mo ft 
univerfally made of thofe riches which exempt men from 
it. Even the advantages of the beft education are ge- 
nerally found to be infufficient to keep us within the 
limits of reafon and moderation. How hard do the 
very bed of men find it to force upon themfelves that 
abftinence or labour which the narrownefs of their ctr- 
cumftances does not immediately compel them to? Is 
there really one in ten who, by all the advantages of 
wealth and leifnre, is made more happy in refpect to 
himfelf, or more ufeiul to mankind? What numbers do 
we daily fee of fuch perfons, either rioting in luxury, 
or fleeping in doth, for one who makes a proper ufe of 
the advantages which riches give for the improvement 
of himfelf, or the happinefs of others? And how many 
do we meet with who, for their abufe of the blef&ngs 
of -life, are given up to perpetual uneafmefs of mind, 
•nd to the greateft agonies of bodily pain ? 

Whoever ferioufly confiders this point will djfeover 
that riches are by no means fuch certain bleffings as the 
poor imagine them to be;«on the contrary, he will per- 
ceive that the common labours and employments of life 
are much better fuited to the majority of mankind than 
profperity and abundance would be without them. 

It was a merciful fentence which the Creator paiTed 
on man for his difobedience, " By the fwcat of thy face 
*• (halt thou eat thy. bread;" for to the punilhme&t ifr 
4 
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ftrf he (lands indebted for health, Arcngth, and all the 
enjoyments of life. Though the firft Paradife was for- 
feited for hfs tranfgreffion, yet by the penalty inflicted 
for that tranfgreffion the earth is made into a paradife 
again, in the beautiful fields and gardens which we 
daily fee produced by the labour of man. And though 
the ground was pronounced curfed for his difobedience, 
yet is that curfe fo ordered as to be the puniihment 
chiefly, and almoftfolely, of thofe who, by intemperance 
or floth, inflict it upon themfelves. 

Even from the wants and weakness of mankind 
are the bands of mutual fupport and affection derived. 
The neceflkres of eaeh, which no man of himfelf can 
Sufficiently fupply, compel htm to contribute toward the 
benefit of others; and while he labours only for his own 
advantage, he is promoting the univerfal good of all 
around him. 

Health is the bleflmg which every one wifhes to en- 
joy ; but the multitude are fo unreasonable as to defire 
to purchafe it at a cheaper rate than it is to be obtained; 
The continuance of ft is only to be fecured by exercife 
or labour. But the misfortune is, that the poor are to* 
apt to overlook their dwn enjoyments, and to view with 
envy the eafe and affluence of their ftrperiors, not con- 
fidering that the ofual attendants upon great fortunes 
are anxiety and dtteafe. 

If it be trne that thofe perfons are the happicft who 
have the fewefl wants, the rich man is more the object 
of companion than etrvy. However moderate his incli- 
nations may be, the cuftom of the world lays him under 
the neceffity of living up to his fortune. He-mud be 
furroundeu by a nfetefs train of fervants; bis appetite 
mud be palled with plenty, and his peace invaded by 
crowds. He ffltift give up the pleafures and endearments 
of domeftic life to be the (lave of party and faction. Or 
if the goodaefs of his heart fhould incline him ta aft* 
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of humanity and benevolence, he will have frequently 
the mortification of feeing his charities ill beftowed, and 
by his inability to relieve all, the con ft ant one of making 
more enemies by his refufais, than friends by his bene- 
factions. If we add to thefe con fiderat ions a truth 
which 1 believe few perfons will difpute, namely, that 
the greateft fortunes, by adding to the wants of their 
poffeffors, ufually render them the moil neceflitous men/ 
we (hall find great nefs and happiness to be at a wide dis- 
tance from one another. If we carry our inquiries (Hit 
higher, if we examine into the ftate of a king, and even 
enthrone him, like our own, in the hearts of his people; 
if the Jife of a father be a life of care and anxiety, to be 
the father of a people is a pre-eminence to be honoured, 
but not envied. 

The happinefs of life is, I believe, generally to be 
found in thofe ftations which neither totally fubjeel 
men to labour, nor abfohitely exempt them from it. 
Power is the parent of difquietude, ambition of difap- 
pointment, and riches of dileafe. 

I will conclude thefe refiecVions with the following 
fable. 

'* Labour, the offspring of Want, and the mother 
" of Health and Contentment, lived with her two 
" daughters in a little cottage by the fide of a hill, at 
" a great di (lance from Town. They were totally un- 
" acquainted with, the great, and had kept no better 
" company than the neighbouring villagers : but having 
" a defire of feeing the world, they forfook their cora- 
" panions and habitation, and determined to travel. 
" Labour went foberly along the road with Health on 
" herrigbthand, who, by the fprightlinefs of hereon- 
" verfation, and fongs of cheerfulnefs and joy, foftened 
" the toils of the way ; while Contentment went froiling 
" on the left, fupporting the fteps of her mother, and, 

X? the Martin*. 
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** by her perpetual good-humour* inereafing the viva- 
«' city of her lifter. 

" In this manner they travelled over forefts, and 
•' through towns and villages, rill at laft they arrived 
" at the capital of the kingdom. 'At their entrance 
♦* into the* great city the mother conjured her daugh* 
«* ters rfever to lofe fight of her ; for it was the will of 
«' Jupiter, (he fa id, that their feparation 'ihould be at' 
** tended with the utter rnin of all three. But Health 
" was of too gay a difpofitiort to regard the counfels of 
•* Labour: (he fuffered herfelf to be debauched by in- 
•• temperance, and at laft died in childbirth of Difeafe. 
u Contentment, in the abfence of her fitter, gave ber- 
*« felf up to the enticements of Sloth*, and was never 
" heard of after : while Labour, who could have no 
*' enjoyment without her daughters, went every where 
" in fearch 6f them, till (he was at laft feized by Laffi- 
u tude in hef way/ and died in mifery." 
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" ' ' " ' ■ ' ' • • ' ' 1 

TH £ following letter is of fo interefting a nature, 
that I have put my printer to no fmall inconve- 
nience in getting it ready at a very (hort warning for 
this day's publication* If the contents of it are genuine, 
1 hardly know of a punifhenent which the author of 
fuch complicated ruin does not deferve. The unavoid- 
able miferies of mankind are fufficient in themfelves for 
human nature to bear; but when (hame and difhonotu* 
4re added to poverty and want, the lot of life is only 
to be endured by the confideration that there is a final 
ftate of retribution, in which the fufFerings of the inno- 
cent will be abundantly recompenfed, and temporary 
forrows be crowned with endlefs joys. 
Volume III. C c 
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To Mr Fitz-Adabt. 
Sir, 

If your bread Ins any feeling for the diftrefles of a 
ruined wife and mother r I befeech* you to give my moil 
unhappy ftory a place in your next paper. It may pof- 
fibly come time enough to prevent a eataftrophe, which 
would add horror to ruin, and drive to utter diftra&ion* 
a poor helpieffr family, who have more mifery already 
than they are able to bear. 

I am the wife of a very worthy officer in the army* 
who, by a train of unavoidable misfortunes, was obliged 
to felt his commiffion ; and from a ftate of eafe and 
plenty ha* been long fince reduced to the utmoft pe- 
nury and want.. One fon and a daughter were our only 
children. — Alas ! that I fboukl live to fay it \ happy 
would it have been* for us if one of them had never been 
born ! The boy was of anobte nature ,.and in happier 
times his father bought him a commiffion in the fervicc, 
where he is now a lieutenant, and quartered in* Scotland 
with his regiment* O ! he is a dear and dutiful child, 
and has kept his poor parents from the extremity of 
want, by the kind fupplies which he has from time to 
time fent us in our misfortunes. 

His fitter was in the eyes of a fond father and mother 
lovely to an extreme.. Alas, Mr Fitz-Adam ! (he was 

too lovely. The times I have watered her dear 

face with my tears, at the thought that her temper wasv 
too meek and gentle for fo engaging a form ! She lived 
with us tiil the was turned of fourteen, at which time 
we were prevailed on by a friend to place her with a 
gentleman o£ fortune in the country, (who had lately 
buried his lady), to be the companion of his daughters. 
The gentleman's character was too honourable, and the 
offer too advantageous, to fuffer us to hefitate long a* 
bout parting with a child, whom, dear to us as ihe was, 
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wc were not abJe to fupport. It is now a little more 
than two years fince oor reparation ; and till within a 
very few months it was our happinefs and joy we had 
provided for her fo fortunately. She lived in the efteem 
and friendihip of the young ladies, who were indeed 
very amiable peribns ; and fuch was their father's teem- 
ing indulgence to us, that he advanced my hu(band a 
fam of money upon his bond, to free him of fome fmall 
debts which threatened him hourly with a jail. 

But how (hall I tell you, Sir, that this feeming bene- 
factor has been the cruelleft of all enemies 1 The enjoy- 
ment of our good fortune began to be interrupted by 
hearing lefs frequently from our daughter than we ufed 
to do; and when a letter from her arrived, it was fhort 
and conftrained, and ibmetimes blotted, as if with tears, 
while it told us of nothing that (hould occafion any 
concern.* It is now upwards of two months fince we 
have heard from her at all ; and while we were wonder- 
ing at her filence we received a letter from the eldeft of 
.the young ladies, which threw us into a perplexity 
which can neither be defcribed nor imagined. It was 
ilire&ed to me, and contained thefe words. 

" Madam, 

" For reafons that yon will too foon be acquainted 
** with, I muft defire that your daughter may be a 
«« (hanger to our family. 1 dare not indulge my pity 
" for her as i would, left it (hould lead me to think too 
u hardly of one whom I am bound in duty to reve- 
«* rence and honour. The bearer brings you a trifle, 
" wkh which I defire you will immediately hire a poft- 
'« chaife, and take away your daughter. My father is 
" from home, and knows nothing of this letter; but 
C c 2 
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" affure yourfclf it is meant to ferve you, and that I 
anj, Madam, 

" Your yery fincere friend, 

V and humble fervant.T 

Alarmed and terrified as I was ajt this letter, I made 
no hefitation of complying with its contents. The bearer 
of it either could npr.or would not, inform me of a fyl- 
lable that } wanted £0 know* ' My hufband indeed had 
a fatal guefs at its meaning; and, in a fury of rage, in- 
filled on accompanying me : but asl really hoped better 
things, and flattered myfelf that the young ladies were 
apprebeonve of a marriage between their father apd my 
girj, I foojthed him injo patience, fcnd fet out afone. 

1 travelled all night, and early the next morning faw 

myfelf at the end of my journey.' O, Sir ! am I 

alive to tell it ? I found my daughter in a fituation the 
mod (hocking that a fond mother could behold ! flie had 
been feduced by her benefactor, and was vifibiy with 
child. 1 wjll not detain you with the fwoopings s|nd 
confufion of the unhappy Creature at this meeting, nor 
with my own diffraction aj what \ faw apd heard. In 
fhort, I learned from the el deft of the young ladies that 
(he had long fufpected feme unwarrantable intimacies 
between her father and my girl ; and that finding in her! 
altered ftape and appearance a confirmation of her fu- 
fpicions', (he had qucltioned her feverely Upon the fubject, 
and brpught her to a full confeffion of her guilt: that 
farther, her infatuated father was then gone to Town 
to provide lodgings for the approaching neceffity, and 
tjiat my poor deluded girl had con fen ted to live with 
him afterwards in London in the character of a tni- 
ftrefs. 

1 need not fell yoq, Sir, the horror I felt at this dis- 
mal tale. Let it fuffice that | returned with my unhappy 
child, with all the hade I was able. Nor is it needful 
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that I fhoulbVtell you of the rage and indignation of 
a fond di ft rafted father at oor coming home.* Un- 
happily for us all, he was too violent in his menaces, 
which I fuppofe reached the ears of this cruel left of men, 
who eight days ago caufcd him to be arretted upon his 
.bond, and h.urried to a prifon. 

But if this, Mr Fitz Adam, had been the utmoft of 
piy milery, cruel as it is, 1 had fpared you the trouble 
of this relation, and buried my grief in my boforo. Alas ! 
Sir, 1 have another concern, that is more insupportable 
to me than all I ha>e told. My detracted hufband, in - 
the anguifh of his foul, has written to my fon, and given 
him the rnoft aggravated detail of his daughter's lhame 
and his own imprisonment; conjuring him (as he has con- 
felled to me this morning) by the honour of a foldier, 
and by every thine he holds dear, to lofe not a moment 
in doing juftice with his fword upon this deftroyer of his 
family. T he fatal letter was fept laft week, and has left 
roe in the utmoft horror at the thought of whajt may 
happen. ' 1 dread every thing from the ralhneis and 
impctuofity of ray fon, whole notions of honour and 
juftice are thofe of a young foldier, who, in defiance of 
the law, wil! be judge in his own caufe, and the avenger 
of injuries which Heaven only fhould puniQi. 

I have written to -him upon this occalion in all the 
agony of a fond mother's diftrefles. But O ! 1 have 
fatal forebodings that my letter will come too late. 
What is this honour, and what this juftice, that prompts 
men to acts of violence and blood, and either leaves them 
victims tp the law, or to their own unwarrantable raih- 
nefs ? As forcibly as i was able in this diftra&ed con* 
dition 1 have fet his duty before him; and have charged 
him, for his own foul's fake, and for the fake of thofe 
he rnoft tenderly loves, not to bring utter ruin on a fa- 
mily, whofe diftrefles already are near finking them to 
the grave. 
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The only glimmering of comfort that opens upon 
me is the hope that yoor publication of this letter may 
warn the wretch who has undone us of his danger, 
.and incline him to avoid it. Fear is commonly the 
companion of guilt, and may poffibly be the means of 
preferving to me the life of a fon, after worfe than death 
has happened to a daughter. 

If you have pity in yoor nature, I beg the immediate 
publication of this letter* which will infinitely oblige, 
Sir, 

Your greatly diftrefled, 

but moft faithful hnmble Servant. 
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y c To Mr Fjtz-Adam. 

IT is with great pleafure that I fee yon frequentlydoing 
juftice to the age you live in, and not running into 
that vulgar and ill-natured prejudice that the prefent 
times are worfe than the paft. We are certainly better 
in every refpeft than our forefathers ; and it is right 
•we (hould be told fo, to encourage us in our progrefc 
towards the fummit of perfection. I could give a 
thoufand in (lances of the virtues of thefe times; hut 
fhall at prefent content myieJf with one, which I do not 
remember that you have hitherto fo much as touched 
upon. It is the extreme conftancy and di(tntereftcdnej$ 
of the men in affairs of love and marriage. 

I am a woman, Mr Fitz-^Adam, and have lately ex- 
perienced this truth in a degree that would bring up- 
on me the imputation of ingratitude, if I neglected to 
do this public juftice to themofi conftant and generous 
of all lovers. 
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It u now upwards of a year fince I received the ad« 
drefies of this gentlemen. He is a man of fortune and 
family ; perfectly agreeable in his perfon ; witty and en- 
gaging in bis conversation ; with a beart the rood ten- 
der, and manners the mod foft and amiable that 
can be imagined. • Such as 1 have defcribed Mm, you 
will not wonder that I gave him my whole heart, and 
waited with the utmoft impatience to be united to bias 
forever. 

I will not give him a merit which he does not want, 
that of intending my happinefs only, and of railing me 
to a rank which neither my perfon nor fortune gave 
me any pretenfion* to ; on the contrary, I was young 
and handfome, and, in the opinion of the world, one 
whofe- alliance could bring as much honour into my 
lover's family as he could reflect on mine. Nor indeed 
did I ever with that there fhould be any fuch obligation 
ca either fide; having generally obferved that the mbft 
eqnal matches are the mod produ&ive of happinefs. 
But I only mention this circumftance, as it may ferve 
to do honour to his behaviour fince. 

The time was now approaching, which was to make 
ns infeparably one. What his fentiments were upon the 
occafion may be feen by the following letter, which, 
among a thoufand of the iamc kind, 1 (ball here tran- 
scribe. 

" It is as impoffibk for me to rife and not write to 
" my angel as to ly down and not think of her. 1 ana 
*' too happy. Pray ufe me a little ill, that I may come 
44 to a right ftate of mind ; for at prcfent I can neither 
" eat nor flcep : yet I am more good-humoured than 
44 ail the world ; and thenfo companionate, that I pity 
" every man I fee. My deareft loves only me, and all 
" other men mud be miserable. I wonder that any 
"body can laugh befides myfelf: if it be a man, hi 
" makes me jealous ; I fajicy that, he entertains hopes 
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•• of my charmer ; for the world has nothing elie in it 
*• to make him cheerful. 

" And now, my life ! 1 have done with all my doubts; 
" the time approaches that will change them into hap- 
" pinefs. I know of nothing (ficknefs arid death ex* 
«« cepted) that can poffibly prevent tt. Our pleafures 
«« will ly in Co narrow a compafs that we fhall always 
« be within reach of them. To oblige and be obii- 
•« ged will be all we want; and how fweet it is to think 
*'• that the bnfmefs of our lives, and the delight of our 
«* hearts, will be the fame thing ! I mean, the making 
" each other happy f But I am doomed to be more 

" obliged than I have power to oblige. What a wife 

•* am 1 to have ! Indeed, my love, I (hall think myfelf 
" the worft if I am not the v/efy bed of all huuSands. 
« Adieu !" 

Upon my making a vifit of a few days to a friend 
near Town, where I defired him not to come, he wrote 
me as follows. 

" This lazy penny poft how I hate it! It is two 
w tedious days that I miift wait for an anfwerto what 
" I write. I will fet dp a poft of my own, that fhatt 
'" go and come every two hours ; and then, upon con- 
** dition that I hear from yon by every return of it, I 
" will obey your commands, and not think of feeing 
" you. I wonder you have not taken it into your head 
•< to bid me live without breathing. But take care, 
•« my love, that you never give up the power you have 
•« over me : for if ever it comes to my turn to reign, I 
•' will be revenged on you without mercy. I will load 
«« you fo with love and kind offices, that your Jittfe 
«; heart (hail almoft break in ftniggling how to be 
V grateful. I will be tormenting you every day, and afl 
•« day long. I will prevent your very wifhes. Even 
* *« the poor comfort of hope (hall be denied you ; for 
4 
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*' you (hall know thas none of your to-morrows {ball * 
♦* be happier to you than your yefterdays. Your pride, 
•• too, (hall be mortified; for 1 will out-love you, and 
" be kinder to you than you can poflibly be to me. 
* g Al! thefe miferies you {hall fufFer, and yet never be 
«* able to wifh for death to relieve you from them* So 
«' if you have a- mind to avoid my cruelties refolve not 
" to marry- me ; for 1 am a tyrant in my nature, and 
" will execute all I have threatened." 

How tender and obliging wer6 thefe expreffibas 1 I 
dwn to you, Mr Fitz-Adam, that Ianfwered them all 
in an equal (train of fondnefs. But in the mid (I of this 
fweet intercourfe he was unhappily taken ill of the {mall- 
pot. The moment he was fenfible of his diftemper he 
conjored me, in a letter, not to come near him, left his 
apprehenfions for me (as I had never had it) mould 
prove more fatal to him than the difeafe. It was indeed 
of the mod dangerous kind ': but how was it poffible for 
me to keep from him ? I flew to him when he was at 
the worft, and would not leave him till they took me 
away by force. The conference of this viGt was, that 
I caught the infection, and fickened next day. My 
diftemper was of the confluent fort, and much worfe 
than my lover's, who in ]efs than three weeks was in a 
condition to return my vifit. He had fent almoft every 
hour in the day to inquire how I did ; and when he faw 
me out of danger (tho' totally altered from my former 
felf) his tranfports were not to be told or imagined. I 
Cannot re (lft the pleafurcrof t can fori bing the letter that 
he fent me at his return home that evening. 

" What language {hall I invent to tell the charmer 
•' of my foul how happy this vifit has made me ! To 
*• fee you reftored to fyealth was my heart's only wifh ; 
" rior can my eyes behold a change -in that face (if 
" they can be fenfible of any change) that will not en- 
" dear it to me beyond the power cf Beauty, Every 
Volume III % D d 
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44 trace of that cruel diftemper wilt be confidered by 
" me as a love-mark, that will for ever revive in my 
" foul the ideas of that kiadnefs by which it Came. 
" Lament not a change then, that makes you fovelier to 
•* me than ever : for till your fool changes (which can 
" never happen) I will be only and all 

" Yours, " 

This letter, and a thonfand repetitions of the fame 
engaging language, made me look upon the lofs of my 
beauty as a trivial lofs. But the time was not yet come 
that was to {how me this difinterefted lover in the moft 
amiable of all lights. My father, whofe only child I 
was, and who had engaged to give me a large fortune 
at my marriage, and the whole of his cftate at his death, 
fell ijl.foon after;, and, to the furprife of all the world, 
died.greatly involved, and left me without a (hilling to 
my portion. 

My lover was in the country, when I acquainted him 
with this fatal news. Indeed I had no doubt of his ge- 
nerofity ; but how like a divinity he appeared to me, 
when, by the return of the poft, he fen t me the folio wbg 
letter ! 

"Think not, my foul ! that any external accident 
" can occafion the lead change in my affections. I ra- 
" ther rejoice that an opportunity is at laft given me 
" of proving to my deareft creature that I loved her 
" only for herfelf. 1 have fortune enough for both; or 
" if I had not, love would be fufficient to fupply all our 
" wants. This cruel bufinefs, how angry it makes me! 
€t But a very few days, my life ! (hall bring me to your 
" arms. O ! how llove you ! Tbofeare my favourite 
" words, and I am fure I ihall die with them ; or if I 
'< (hould have the mifery to outlive you, they will be 
" only changed to — 0! how I loved her ! But the How, 
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* € my dear, is not to be told ; your own heart muft teach 
•* it you. When is it that I Jhall love you beft of all f 
** Why, the laft day of my life, after having lived mar 
• f nj 9 many years - 

" Yonr obliged, 

" and happy hufband." 

How trply noble was this letter ! Bat you will think 
me dwelling too long oppn my own happinefs; I fliaU 
-therefore only add, that it is now a week fince he wrote 
it : and that yefterday I received the undoubted intelli- 
gence that my lover was married the very next day to a 
lat widow of five-and-fifty, with a large jointure, a fine 
fa>ufe, and a fortune of twenty thoufand pounds at her 
own dUpofal. 

iam,.Sj* s 

Tour mod obedient fervaat, 

M. B. 
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I HAVE (b tender a regard for my fair countrywo- 
men, that I mpft heartily congratulate them upon 
the approaching meetingof the parliament, which I con- 
sider (and I believe they do fo too) as the general eaol- 
deJivery of the feveral counties of the united kingdom. 
That beautiful part oJf our fpecies once engroflcd my 
cares j they ftill (bare them: lhave been exceedingly 
affe&ed all the fummer with the thoughts of their 
.captivity, and have felt a fympathetic griefibr them. 

In truth, what fan be more moving than to imagine 

a fine woman of the higheft rank and fafhion torn from 

all the elegant and refined pleafures of the metropolis, 

iunicd by a mejrcilds huiband into cpuntry captivity, 

Dd z 
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and there cxpofed to the incurfions of the neighbouring 
knights, fqnires, and parfons, their wives, fons, daughters, 
does and horfes ? The metropolis was at once the feat 
of her empire, and the theatre of her joys. Exiled 
from thence, how great the fall ! how dreadful the pri- 
son 1 Methinks I fee her fitting in her dreffing-room 
at the manfion-feat, fublimely Allien, like a dethroned 
Eaftern monarch ; fome few books fcattered up and 
down feem to imply that (he finds no confolation in 
any. The unopened knotting-bag fpeaks the painful 
leifure. Infenfible to the proffered endearments of her 
tender infants, they are fent away for being £0 abomi- 
nably noify. Her drefs is even neglected, and ber com- 
plexion laid by. I am not afhamed to own my weak- 
nefs, if it be one; for I confefs that this image (truck 
roe fo ftrongfy, and dwelt upon my mind fo long, that 
it drew tears from my eyes. 

The prorogation of the parliament laft fpring was 
the fatal forerunner of this fummer captivity. 1 was 
well aware of it, and had fome thoughts of preparing 
a fbort treatife of confutation, which I would have pre- 
fented to my fair countrywomen in two or three weekly 
papers, to have accompanied them in their exile : but I 
mud own that I found the attempt greatly above my 
ftrength; and an inadequate confolation only redoubles 
the grief, by reviving in the mind the cau& of it. Thus 
at a lofs, I fearched (as every modeft Modern fhould 
do) the Ancients, in order to fay in Englifh whatever 
they had faid in Latin or Greek upon the like occafion ; 
but far from finding any cafe in point, I could not find 
one in any degree like it. I particularly confuhed Cicero 
upon that exile which he bore fo very indifferently hinv 
felf ; but, to my great furprife, could not meet with 
one fingle word of confolation addrefled or adapted to 
the fair and tender part of his fpecies. To fay thd 
truth, that £hilofophcr feems to have had either % con- 
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tempt for, or an averfion to, the Wr fex; for it is very ob- 
fervable, that even in his Eflay upon Old Age there is 
Hot one (ingle period addreffed directly and exclufively 
to them ; whereas I humbly prefume that an old wo- 
man wants at leaft as much, if not more comfort than 
an old man. Far be it from me to offer them that 
refined ftoical argument to prove that exile can be no 
misfortune, becaufe the exiled perfons can always carry 
their virtus along with them if they pleafe. 

However, though 1 could adminifter no adequate 
comfort to my fair fellow-fubjeds under their country 
captivity, my tender concern for them prompts me to 
offer them fome advice upon their approaching liberty. 

As there muft have been during this fufpenfion (I 
will not fay only of pleafure, but, in a manner, of exi- 
ftence) a confiderable faving in the article of pin-money, 
I earneftly recommend to them, immediately upon their 
coming to Town, to apply that finking fund to the dis- 
charge of debts already incurred, and not divert it to xhe 
current fervice of the enfuing year. I would not be 
mifunderftood ; I mean only the payment of debts of 
honour contracted at Commerce, Brag, or Faro ; as 
they are apt to hang heavy upon the minds of women 
of fentiment, and even to affect their countenances upon 
the approach of a creditor. As for lhop*debts to mer- 
cers, milliners, jewellers, French pedlars, and fuch like, 
it is no great matter whether they are paid or not ; 
fome how or other thofe people will fliifc for themfelves, 
or at word fall ultimately upon the hu(band. 

I will alfo advife thofe fine women' who, by an un- 
fortunate concurrence of odious circumftances, have 
been obliged to begin an acquaintance with their huf- 
bands and children in the country, not to break it off 
entirely in Town, but, on the contrary, to allow a few 
minutes every day to the keeping it up ; fmce a time 
may come when perhaps they may like their company 
father better than none at all. 
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As my fair fdlow-fubjecls were always famous for 
their public fpirit and lore of their country, I hope 
they will, upon the prefent emergency of the war 
•with France, dtftinguifli themiclves by unequivocal 
proofs of patriotifm. I flatter myfelf that they will, at 
their firft appearance in Town, publicly renounce thefe 
Frenchf aftuons which of late years have brought thek 
principles, both, with regard to religion and govern- 
ment, a little in queftion • And therefore I exhort them 
to difband their colours, comb their heads, wear white 
linen, and clean pocket-handkerchiefs, in open defiance 
•of all the.powor of France. But above all, I inftft upon 
their laying afide that fiuunefol piratical practice of 
hotfting falfe colours upon their top gallant, in the 
nnftaken notion of captivating and enflaving their coun- 
trymen. This they may the more eafily do. at firft. 
since it is to beprcfumed that, during their retirement, 
their faces have enjoyed uninterrupted reft. Mercury 
And Vermilion have made no depredations thefe £* 
-months ; good air and good hours ,may perhaps have 
reftored, to a certain degree at leaft, their natural car- 
nation : but at word, 1 will Venture to allure them, 
that fuch of their lovers who may know them again in 
that date of native artless beauty, will rejoice to find 
the communication opened again, and all the barriers 
,of plafter and ftucco removed. Be it .known to them, 
*hat there is not a man in England who does not in- 
finitely prefer the browned natural to the whiteft ar- 
tificial (kin; and I have received numberkfe letters front 
■men of the firft faibion, not only requeuing, but re* 
squiring, me to proclaim this truth* with leave to publiife 
their names ;< which, however, I declined; but if I 
thought it could be of any ufe, I could eafily prefent 
them with a round robin to that effecl;, of above a thou- 
sand of the moft rcfpe&able names. , One of my cor* 
reipondents, a member of the Royal Society* tUuftratcs 
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his indignation at glazed faces by an apt and well- 
known phyfical experiment* The finning glafs tube, 
fays he, when warmed by friction, attracts a feather 
(probably a white one} to clofe contaft ; but the fame 
feather, from the moment that it is taken off the tube, 
fiies from it with more velocity than it approached it with 
before. I make no application ; but, avert the omen, 
my dear; countrywomen 4 

Another, who fefcms to have fome knowledge of chy- 
milhry, has fent me a receipt for a moft excellent waih, 
which he defires me to publiih by way of fuccedanenm 
to the various greazy, glutinous and pernicious appli- 
cations fo much ufed of late, It is as follows: 

" Take of fair dear water quantum fuffieit ; put it 
" into a clean earthen or China bafon ; then take a 
" clean linen cloth, dip it in that water, and apply it to 
«« the face night and morning, or oftener, as occafion 
• • may retiutre/' 

I own the fioiplicity and parity of this admirable lo- 
tion recommend it greatly to me, and engage me to re- 
commend it co my fair countrywomen. It is free from 
all the inconvenienciesand naftine&of all other prepara- 
tions of art whatfoever. It does not ftink, as all others 
do ; it does not corrode the fkin, as all others do ; it 
does not deftroy the eyes, nor rot the teeth, as all others 
do ; and it does not communicate kfelf by collifion, 
•nor betray the tranfa&ions of a titc a tetc t as moft 
others do. 

Having thus paid my tribute of grief to my lovely 
countrywomen during their captivity, and my tribute 
of congratulations upon their approaching liberty, I 
heartily wifti them a good journey to London. May 
they foon enter, in joyful triumph, that metropolis 
which, fix months ago, they quitted with tears. 
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Numb. 147. Thursday, Oct. 23, f 755* 

I AM favoured with the following letter by a cbrre- 
fpondent, who (if I am not miftaken in the hand) hat 
once obliged me before. I cannot better teftify my apt 
probation of what he writes, than by defiring a repeti- 
tion of his favours as often as he has leifure and incli- 
nation to oblige roe. It is chiefly owing to the affift- 
ance of fuch correfpondents that this Paper has extend- 
ed its date beyond the ufual period of fuch kind of 
productions ; and (if I may be allowed to fay it) they 
have given it a variety which could hardly have been 
accomplifhed by one fingle hand. Whether it be mo- 
defty or vanity that compels me to this confeGion I 
{hall leave the reader to determine, after telling him 
that it is to the full as pleating to me not to have been 
thought unworthy of the affiftance I have received, as 
it would to have been myfelf the compofer of the moft 
approved pieces in this Collection. 

To MrFlTZ-ADAM. 

Sir, 

In this land of liberty, he who can procure a printer 
commences author, and inftructs the public. Far be it 
from me to cenfure this fpirit of advifing, fo prevalent 
among my honoured countrymen; for to this we owe 
treatiles of divinity by tallow-chandlers, and declama- 
tions on politics by apothecaries. 

You muft, no doubt, have obferved, that every man 

who is in pofleffion of a diamond arrogates .to himfelf 

this privilege of inftrucYmg others; hence it is that the 

panes of windows in all places of public refort are fo 

2 
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amply furnifhed with m'ufcellaneous obfervations by 
various authors. 

One advice may be given to all writers, whether in 
paper or on glafs; and it is comprehended in the tingle 
word think. My purpofe at prefent is to illuftrate this 
maxim, in as far as it refpecls the latter fort of authors. 

I divide the authors who exercife the diamond into 
four clafles;.the politicians, the hiftorians, the lovers, 
and the fatirifts. 

The myftery or art of politics is the bufinefs of every 
one who either has nothing to do, or who cares not to 
do any thing; as a broken merchant is often made a 
tide-waiter. Hence fo many politicians make their ap- 
pearance on glafs. It is there that controverfies of a 
political nature are daily agitated: in them the eftablilh- 
ed laws of controverfy are obferved: fome one aflerts 
the truth of a proportion; another contradicts him; 
rogue and rafcal are immediately dealt about, and the 
matter originally in difpute is no more heard of. 

. Now,. Mr Fitz-Adam, if thefe gentlemen would be 
bnt pleafed to think, and keep their temper, how might 
the world be edified ! One might acquire as much ufe- 
ful knowledge by travelling poll through England as 
ever, the philofophers of Athens did by lounging in their 
porticoes ; and our great turnpike roads would afford 
as complete a fyftem of politics as that which Plato 
picked up in his Egyptian rambles. In a word, the 
debates on the windows at the George or the Bell mighc 
prove no lefs inftructing than the debates of the Poli- 
tical Club, or the fociety at the Robin Hood. 

Were this propofed reformation to take place, the 
contractors for the Magazines of knowledge and pldMure 
might forage fuccefsfully on window glafs. But I need 
not infift farther on thefe confiderations ; their zeal for 
the public fervice is well known: with the view of amu- 
fing and inftrucYmg they have not only ran fa eked the 
Volume UL . Ec 



/rfr THE WORLR Wo Mf ; 

records of paltry- fchools and the manuscript collections 
of good houfewives lor receipts in cookery, bat they 
have confuited the monuments of the dead for delight- 
ful blunders and merry epitaphs. 

The hiftorians on glafs are of various forts: fomeare 
chronologers, and* content themfelves with informing 
us that they were at fuch a place, oa faeh a day, in their 
way to this or that town or country. Others are cho~ 
rographcrs, and minutely defcribe the nature and con- 
dition of the highways and the landladies. A third 
fort may be termed annahfts, who imagine that a fa& 
deferves to be recorded merely beeaufe it is faffc ; and 
ori this account gravely tell the world that on fuch, a/ 
day they fell in love, or got drunk, or did fome -other 
thing of equal mfignificaney. 

A little thought would abridge the labour of thefe 
hiftorians. Let them reflect on the nothingnefs of fuch? 
incidents, and ftirely they will abftam from recording 
them. In common life, minute relations of trifles are 
neceflary : man is a fociable and talkative' animal ; and 
as the bulk of mankind cannot communicate to others* 
what they have thought, they muft content themfelves 
with relating what they have feen. On this principle- 
are mod coffeehoufe focieties eftablifked. But why 
mud a man be dull and narrative on window-glafs ? 
Let him referve his dulnefs for the club- night, and/ as 
Dogberry in the play fays, beftow alt his tedioufaefs oa* 
his own companions. 

I now proceed to the mod numerous tribe ofall, the 
lovers ; and (ball only hint at fome enormities in their 
conduct. And, firft of all, as to then* cuftom of writing 
the names of- their miftreffes with anno Doming at the 
end of them ; as if the chronicles of Love were to be as 
eiadly kept as a pariih-regifter. To what good pur- 
pofe can this £tvv't I To inferibe the names of fair 
ladies on glafs may* indeed* convey a pretty moral fig* 
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ttification, fine* female charms are properly enough re* 
.corded on tables of a frail nature: but when the year 
of admiration is added, what elderly woman is there 
who can pretend to yeuthfulnefc? Her waiting-maid 
coay extol her good looks; her tnicror may deceive her$ 
powder of peari and Spanira wool may favour the illu- 
fion ; but pretty Mils Such -a -one, 1730, is an argument 
of antiquity, which neither flattery nor paint can refute. 
The' lovers alfo deferve cenftire for their humour of 
writing in verfe. Becaufe all poets are faid to-be lovers, 
thefe gentlemen fagely conclude that all lovers are poets; 
and on the faith of this inverted aphoriftn they com*- • 
jnence rhymers. He who cannot compofe a fermon 
jdoes well to read the works of another. This example 
ought to be imitated by the herd of lovers. Prior and 
fiammond are at their (eryice; their only care ought to 
be in the application. And yet this caution, fimple as 
it is, has been neglected by many lovers who have con- 
jdefcended to fteal. Hence it is that the wealth of the 
Eaft is frequently declared rafufficicpt for the purchafe 
of a girl who would be dear at half a crown • and Mil- 
ton's description of the mother of human kind pervert- 
ed to the praife of fomc little milliner. 

The fatirifts come now to be confidered. Thefe men 
are certainly of a Orange djfpofition. While dinner is 
getting ready they amufe themfelves in making put a lift 
of the faults, real or imaginary, which may be imputed 
to any of their acquaintance. Incapable of reflection, 
they know not how to employ their time, and therefore 
wound and murder the fame of men better and wjfer 
than themfelves. If t am not miftaken, a defamation 
is no lefs punilbable wheji inferibed on glafs than when 
committed to paper. This consideration may prevent 
fools from fcattering arrows and death, although reafon 
and humanity cannot. 
t JJut the chief pf all fatirifts. are they who fcribbk 
P e ? 
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obfcenity on windows. Every word which they write 
it a fevere refle&ion on themfelv'es, and, in the judgment 
of foreigners, on their country. What opinion matt 
foreigners entertain of a nation, where infamous ribal- 
dry meets the eye on every window ! an enormity, pe- 
culiar, in a great meafore, to Great Britain. Do thefe 
•writers indeed believe themfelves to be wits? Let them % 
hut ftep into the fmoaking parlours, or the low rooms 
where their footmen have their refiderice, and they will 
perceive that their ferving-men equal their mafters in 
this fpecious of wit. Vainly do people of falhion at- 
tempt to monopolize illiberally, ignorance, and inde- 
cency, when, if they and their footmen apply themfelves 
to the fame ftudies, the latter will probably 'be the beft 
proficients. 

Be wife therefore, ye Scribblers, and Think. 
I am, $c. 
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CIVILIT-Y and Good-breeding are generally 
thought, and often ufed, as fynonymous terms, 
but are by no means fo. 

Good-breeding neceffarily implies Civility; but Civi- 
lity does not reciprocally imply Good -breeding. The 
former has its imriniic weight and value, which the 
latter always adorns, and often doubles, by its work- 
roan (hi p. 

To facrifice one's own felf-love to other people's is 
a (hort, but, I believe, a true definition of Civility : to 
do it with eafe, propriety and grace, is Good-breeding. 
The one is the refult of good-nature ; the other of good 
fcnfe, joined to experience, obfervation, and attention. 
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A ploughman will be civil if he is good-natured, but 
cannot be well-bred. A courtier will be well-bred, 
though perhaps without good- nature, if he has but 
•good fenfe. 

Flattery is the difgrace of Good* breeding, as bruta- 
lity often is of truth and fin cent y. Good-breeding is 
the middle point between thoYe two odious extremes. 

Ceremony is the fuperftition of Good breeding as 
well as of religion ; but yet, being an outwork to both, 
(hould not be abfolutely demoliihed. it is always to 
a certain degree to be complied with, though del pi fed 
by thofe who think, becaule admired and refpeded by 
thofe who do not. 

The moil perfect degree of Good -breeding, as 1 have 
already hinted, is only to be acquired by great know- 
ledge of the world, and keeping the bed company. It 
is not the object of mere fpeculation, and cannot be 
exactly defined, as it confifts in a fitnefs, a propriety of 
words, actions, and even looks, adapted to the infinite 
variety and' combinations of perfons, places, and things. 
It is a mode, not a fubltance : for what is Good-breed- 
ing at St James's would pafs for foppery or banter ia 
a remote village ; and the home-fpon Civility of that 
Tillage would be confidered as brutality at Court. 

A cloiftered pedant may form true notions of Civility; 
but if, amidft the cobwebs of his cell, he pretends to fpin 
a fpeculative fyftem of Good-breeding, he will not be 
Jefs abfurd than his predeceflbr, who judicioufly under- 
took to inftruct Hannibal in the art of war. The mod 
ridiculous and moil awkward of men are, therefore, the 
fpeculatively well-bred monks of all religions and all 
profeflions. 

Good-breeding, like charity, not only covers a mul- 
titude of faults, but, to a certain degree, fupplies the 
want of fome virtues. In the common intercourse of 
Jife it acts good-nature, and often does what good-na- 
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tare wiJJ not always do ; it keeps both wits and fools 
within thofc bounds of decency, which the former are 
too apt to tranfgrefs, and which the latter never know. 

Courts are unqueftionably the feats of Good-breed- 
ing, and mud neceflarily be fo, otherwife they would 
be the feats of violence and defolation. There aJl the 
paffions are in their bigheft ftate of fermentation. All 
purfue what but few can obtain, and many feek what 
but one can enjoy. Good-breeding alone retrains their 
cicelies. There, if enemies did not embrace they would 
ftab. There, fmiles are often put on to conceal tears. 
There, mutual fervices are profeded, while mutual in- 
juries are intended; and there, the guile of the ferpent 
fimiUtes the gentlenefs of the <Jo*e : all this, it is true, 
at the expenfe of fmcerity ; but, upon the whole, to the 
advantage of facial intercourse in general. 

I would not be mifapprehended, and fuppoied to re* 
commend Good-breeding thus profaned and proftitu* 
ted to the purpofes of guilt and perfidy ; but I think ( 
may juftly infer from it to what a degree the accom- 
pli Jnment of Qood- breeding mod adorn and enforce 
virtue and truth, when it can thus foften the outrages 
and deformity of vice and falfehood. 

I am forry to be obliged to confefs that my native 
country is not perhaps the feat of the.moft perfect Good- 
breeding, though I really believe tfiat it yields to none 
in hearty and (incere Civility, as far as Civility is (and 
to a certain degree it is) an inferior moral duty of doing 
as one would be done by. If France exceeds us in that 
particular, the incomparable aqthor of -L'&Jprit deLot* 
accounts, for it very impartially, and I believe very truly. 
•■ If my countrymen," fays he, " are the beft-bred 
M people in the world, it is only becaufe they are the 
" vaineit." It is certain that their Good* breeding and 
attentions, by flattering the vanity and felf-loveof others, 
repay their own with intereft. It is a general com- 
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rocrce, ufualty carried oh by a barter of attentions, and 
often without one grain of folid merit by way of me* 
dium to make op the balance. 

It were to be wiftied that Good- breeding were in ge- 
neral thought a more effential part of the education of 
our youth, efpecially of diftin&ion, than at prefent it 
feems to be. It might even be fubdituted in the room 
of fome academical ftudies, that take up a great deal of 
time to very little purpofe; or at lead it might ufefully 
(hare fome of thoik many hours that are fo frequently 
employed upon a coachbox, or in ftabhs. Surely thofe 
who, by their rank and fortune, are called to adorn courts 
ought at lead not to dtfgrace them by their manners. 

But I obferve with concern, that it is the faftuon for 
our youth of both fcxes to brand Good-breeding with 
the name of ceremony and formality. As fuch, they 
ridicule and explode it, and adopt in its dead an offen- 
sive carelefnefs and inattention to the diminution, I 
will venture to fay, even of their own pleafures, if they 
know what true pleafures. are. 

Love and friendihip nceeflarrly produce, and juftfy 
authorize, familiarity; but then Good-breeding muft 
mark out its bounds, and fay, Thus far fhalt thou go, 
and no farther: for I have known many a paffion and 
many a friendfhip degraded, weakened, and at lad (i£ 
1 may ufe the expreffion) wholly flattered away by aa 
unguarded and illiberal familiarity. Nor is Good- 
breeding lefs the ornament and cement of common fa- 
cial life ; it connects, it endears, and at the fame time that 
it indulges the jud liberty, redrains that indecent liccn* 
tioufnefs of converfation which alienates and provokes. 
Great talents make a man famous, great merit makes 
him refpe&ed, and great learning makes him efteemed' % 
but Good-breeding alone can make him beloved. 

1 recommend it in a more particular manner to my 
countrywomen, as the greateft ornament to fuch of them 
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as have beauty, and the fafeft refuge for thofe who have 
sot. it facilitates the victories, decorates the triumphs, 
and fee u res the conqueft, of beauty ; or in fome degree 
atones for the want of it. It almoft deifies a fine woman, 
and procures refpecl at leaft to thofe who have not charms 
enough to be admired. 

Upon the whole; though Good-breeding cannot, 
ftri&Iy fpeaking, be called a virtue, yet it is productive 
of fo many good effects, that, in my opinion, it may 
juftly be reckoned more than a mere accomplifhment. 
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Cantantes licet ufque (minus via laedet) eamuc. 
And that thou mayft not be too late abroad. 

c I £ To Mr Fitz-Adam. 

TD O not know that you, or any of your predeceflbrs, 
have ever paid your compliments to a moil ufeful 
branch of this community ; I mean, the ancient and 
reputable fociety of Ballad-fingers. Thefe harmonious 
itinerants do not cheat the country people with idle tales 
of being taken by the Turks, or maimed by the Alge- 
rines, but earn an honed livelihood by a proper exer- 
tion of thofe talents with which Nature has endowed 
them. For if a brawn y-fhouldered porter may live by 
turning prize-fighter, or a gentleman of the fame make 
by turning petticoat- penfioner, I do not fee why a per- 
fon eridued with the gift of a melodious voice is not 
equally entitled to all the advantages which can poffibly 
arife from it. 

With regard to the antiquity of this profeflion, in all 
probability we owe the invention of it to old Homer 
feimfelf, who hawked his Iliad about the ftreets for an 
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obolus a book. But as the trade was not then brought 
into any repute, and as his poetry wanted the refine* 
roent of modern times, he could fcarce earn bread for 
himfelf and his family. Thefpis, the Athenian, made 
a great improvement in the art : he har netted Pegafus 
to a cart, from which he difperfed his ballads ; and, by 
Jceeping all the public fairs, made (hi ft to pick up a to- 
lerable maintenance. This improvement our Englifh 
Ballad- fingers have neglected: whether they think there 
is any thing really ominous in mounting a cart, or whe- 
ther the fneers of the populace, who are always throw- 
ing out their infolent jefts on their fuperiors, have pre- 
vented them from making ufe of that vehicle, I will not 
pretend to determine. 

Among the Romans, too, this practice was preferved. 
Virgil makes one of his fhepherds fay to another, by 
way of reproach, 

— " Non tu in triviis, indo&e, foleba*, 

*' Stridenti miferum ftipula difperdere carmen ?** 

But this was because, as Milton tranflates it, " his lean 
«' and flafiiy longs grated on his fcrannel pipeof wretch- 
" ed draw. " But this never can be objected to my fair 
countrywomen, whofe melodious voices give every fyl- 
Jable (not of a lean and flafliy but of a tat and plump 
ibng) its juft emphafis, to the delight and inftruclion of 
the attentive audience. By the way, I fufpecl that 
Virgil was a hawker himfelf; for he fays, 

" Afcrzumque cano Romana per oppida carmen.'* 

which in plain Englifh is no more than this, 

I ling my Ballads through the ftrectt of Rome. 

Were it not for this mufical fociety the country people 
would never know how the world of letters goes on. 
Party fongs might come out, and the parfc-n never fee 

Volume 111. Ff "' 
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them; jovial fongs, and the fquire never hear them ; 
or love fongs, and his daughter never figh oyer them. 
I would have a ballad-finger well fbrniihed with alt 

, thefe before (he fets out on her travels ; then bloody 
murders for fchool-boys and apprentices, conundrums 
and conjuring books for footmen and maidservants, 
hiftories and ftory books for young matters and miffes, 
will turn to an excellent account. And as the trade of 
ballad-finging and fortune-telling generally go together 
in the country, like furgeon and apothecary, I think it 

' would not be aimifs, if their friends the poet$ would fur* 
nifti them with rhymes fuited to the occafion, that their 
predictions may wear the true raafe of oracles, and, like 
thofe of the Sibyls, be given out in metre. And, to. come 
ftill nearer to the original, a joint-ftool would make an 
excellent tripod. 

Ufelefs as this profeffion may feem, it ferves to fnp- 
port two others ; I mean the worfhipful and numerous 
companies of printers who have no bufinefs, and poets 
who have no genius. A good fong, that is a very good 
long, 1 love Sue, for inftance, or Colin and Phoebe, win 
run you through fifty editions; but let it be never fo 
good, it will always give way to a newer ; fo that the 
printer has by this means conftant employment for his 
prefs, which would other wife be idle, and the poet a 
conftant market for his wit, which would other wife live 
and die with its author in obfeurity. 

As I have a great regard for thefe itinerant fyrens, 
not arifing from any perfonal favours that I have re- 
ceived from them, nor founded on whim and fancy, but 
from a well-weighed conftderation of their fervice to 
the Public, I have thought of a fcheme, which will at 
once both ennoble their profeffion and render their lives 
infinitely more comfortable. It is this : Many profef* 
Tors of mufic, whofe talents have (hamefully been ne- 
glected in Town ; (for in thefe degenerate days men o£ 
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merit are bat little regarded) , condefcend, for the amufe- 
meat of the country people, to enliven the humours of 
the weak with violins, dulcimers, harpinets, &c. With 
thefe ingenious gentlemen i would perfuade our fair 
ballad-fingers to incorporate. Some few misfortunes 
they have indeed met with, which I think myfelf obli- 
, ged in honour to reveal ; and thofe are, the lofs of eyes, 
legs, and other trifles, which a prudent thinking wo- 
man would difregard, when over-balanced by fuch ex- 
cellent qualifications. The expqnfe of children may 
poffibly be urged as an objection to this febeme ; but I 
aafwer,that children will of neceffity come whether our 
ballad-finging ladies are married or not : and while the 
parents are mutually travelling with the younger at 
their backs, the elder will, in all probability, be able to 
walk; fo that they may get a reputable livelihood by 
the lawful profeifion of begging, till fuch time as they 
are of a proper age to learn the rudiments of mufic un- 
der the tuition of their father. But pilfering I would 
by all means have them ayqid, it hurts the credit of the 
profeffion. ' 

Now, what a comfortable life muft this be ! A perpe- 
tual concert of vocal and inftrumental mufic ! And if 
Orpheus, with only fete lyre, drew after him beads and 
trees, ( by which people are apt to imagine that nothing 
more is meant than the country bumpkins), what will 
not the melodious fiddle of one of thefe profefibrs do, 
when in union with the voice of his beautiful help-mate ? 

As for the Marriage-ad, and guardian's content, and 
fuch new-fangled (tuff, I would by no means have them 
pay any regard to it. For as the ladies when in Town 
for the winter-fcafon are generally refident about Fleet- 
Ditch, a certain public-fpirited clergyman who lodges 
in that neighbourhood, and whom I would by all means 
recommend, will tack together half a dozen couple at 
F f 2 



a*8 THE WORLDS N° ijo. 

a minute's warning, and the parliament be never' the 
*ifer. I am, 

Si r, 

Your mod humble fervant, 

T. D. 

• ' Whereas two letters, figned A. Z. have been !atc» 
49 Jy lent to Mr Fitz-Adam; the firft containing a very 
" witty but wanton abufe of a lady of great worth and 
•• diftin&ion; the fecond full of fcurrilous refentment 
" againft Mr Fitz-Adam for not publifhing the fa id 
" letter; this is to acquaint the writer of it, that till 
" his manners bear fome little proportion to his wit, he 
" cannot be admitted a correfpondent in this paper," 
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To Mr Fitz-Adam, 
SIR, . .. . 

HAVING obferved of late years that our young 
gentlemen are endeavouring to rival the ladies in 
all the refinements and delicacies of drefs, and are or- 
namenting the bofoms of theirihirts with jewels, I have, 
for the good of my country, and the emolument of my 
own fex, been contriving a method of rendering jewels 
of life as well as ornament to the male part of the hu- 
man fpecies. It was an ancient cuftom in feveral of the 
eaitern countries, and is the practice of fome few na- 
tions at this very day, for women to wear jewels in their 
nofes; but I am of opinion, that as affairs now Hand, 
it would not be improper to have this elegant piece of 
finery transferred from the ladies to the gentlemen. 
It mud indeed be acknowledged that this cuftom of 



No i 5Cm THE WORLD, 229 

ornamenting the nofe has no where prevailed but in 
thofe heatheni(h and barbarous nations, where the wo- 
men are kept in conftant fubjeclion to their hufbands ; 
and therefore I fuppofe it took its origin from the tyran* 
nical inftitution of the men, who put a ring in the wife's 
nofe as an emblem of her flavery. I apprehend alio, 
that the wife, when (he found (he was to be rung, very 
wifely made a virtue of neceflky, and added jewels to 
the ring, which ferved two purpofes at once, that of 
making it coftly to the hufband, and rendering it orna- 
mental to her/elf. But as in thefe politer and more 
Chriftian countries the barbarous inftitution of obedi- 
ence from wives tohufbands has been entirely laid a fide, 
the ladies have judged it proper to throw off this badge 
of their fubjeclion. And as in many inftances our young 
ladies and young gentlemen feem inclinable to invert 
the order of Nature, and to recommend manly airs to 
the female fex, and effeminate behaviour to the men, 
I think it advifeable to comply with the juft fentiments 
of the prefent generation, and, as I faid before, to trans- 
fer this ornamental part of drefs from the nofes of the 
ladies to the nofes of the men. 

I find myfelf indeed inclinable to carry this inftitution 
of the Ring a little farther, and would have every man 
whatfoever, whether married or unmarried, if he be of 
a right non-reiifting and paffively obedient difpofition, 
to be well rung. And for this ufe 1 would have a parti- 
cular fort of nofe-jewel invented, and eftablifhed by 
public authority, which, by the emblem or device chat 
was engraven upon it, fliould exprefs the kind of fub- 
jeclion to which the wearer was inclined to fubmit. And 
when thefe paffive gentry were all enrolled under their 
proper banners, they might annually chufe fome one 
perfon of diftinguifhed merit, who (hould be ftyled, for 
the time being, Grand Mailer of the mod honourable 
Order of'the King, 
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There was a time when the laity of the whole Chriffian 
world ought to have worn Rings in their nofo ; and 
if the device had been a triple-crown, it would not have 
been unexpreffive. 

The gentlemen of the army have fbfnetiroes taken it 
into their heads to ring every body about them ; and 
we have had inftances how able they have been, by the 
help of tbefe Rings, to lead both hoofes of parliament by 
the nofe. The device engraved on thefe noie-jewels was 
. The Proteffor. At prefent, indeed, it is thought that the 
gentlemen of the law have a great fuperiority over the 
gentlemen of the army, and that they are preparing 
Kings for all the nofes in thefe kingdoms, under the 
well -conceived device of Liberty *nd Property. 

It has been a maxim of long (landing among ftatef- 
men never to employ any perfon whatfoever who will 
not bear being rung; and as this very much depends 
on the (hape of the nofe, which ought to be of fuch a dif- 
pofition as not to be refractory to a perforation, I would 
in a particular manner recommend it to all leaders of 
parries to make the knowledge of the human nofe a 
principal object of their ft'udy ; fince it is manifeft that 
many of them have found themfelves grievoufly dif. 
appointed when they have prefomed.to count nofes, 
without a fufficient inveftigation of the ufeful fcience. 

As I have for many years taken much pains in the 
ftndy of phy fiognomy , I (hall, for the good of my country, 
communicate, through the channel of your paper, fomc 
of thofe many obfervations which I have made on that 
remarkable feature called the n§jfe\ for as this is the 
mod prominent part of the face, it teems to be erected 
as a fign, on which was to bereprefented the particular 
kind of ware that was to be difpofed of within doors. 
Hence it was that araqngft the old Romans very littlerc« 
gard was paid to a man without a nofe; not only as there 
was no judgment to be made of the fentiments of fuch 
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a perfbn, but* as In their poUie aflemblits, when they 
came to reckon nofes, he muft of confequencc be always 
omitted bat of the account. 

Among thefe ancient Romans the great offices of 
ftate were all ele&ive, which obliged them to be very 
obfervant of the (hape of the nofes of thofe perfons to 
whom they were to apply for votes. Horace tells us, 
that the (harp nofc was looked upon as an indication of 
fatirical wit and humour : for, when fpeaking of his 
friend Virgil, though he fays, At eft bonus % ut mtlior mn 
alhu yuifquam, yet he allows that he was no joker, and 
sot a fit match at the fnecr for thofe of his companions 
who had (harper nofes than his own. Minus apt us (fays 
he) dcutis naribus horum hominutn. They alfo looked 
upon the fhort nofes, with a little inflection at the end 
turning upwards, as a mark of the owner's being addict- 
ed to jilting: for the fame author, talking of Maecenas, 
lays, that though he was born of an ancient family, 
jet he was not apt to turn perfons of low birth into 
ridicule; which he cxpreiTes by faying that he had not 
a tnrn-up nofe : Nee nafo fufpeniis ad unco. Martial, 
in one of his Epigrams, calls this kind of nofe the rhino- 
cerotic nofe; and fays, that every one in his time affected 
this kind of fnout as an indication of his being matter of 
the talent of humour. B ut a good ftatefman will hardly 
think it worth his while to fpend noie-jcwels upon fuch 
perfons, tralefs it be to ferve them as you do fwinc, 
when you ring them only to keep them from rooting. 

The Greeks had a very bad opinion of the flat nofe. 
The remarkable ftory of Socrates and the phy fiognomift 
is too well known to be particularly repeated: but 'I 
cannot help observing, that the moft particular feature 
in the face of Socrates was his nofe, which being very 
Hat, with a little infledion upwards towards the end, 
jcaufed the phyfiognomift to denounce him a drunken, 
impudent,, and fo&ful perfbn ; which tbe philofophtfr 
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acknowledged to be a true character of him La his na- 
tural ftate. 

The Hebrews looked upon this kind of nofe to be fo 
great a blemiih in a man's character, that though cf 
the lineage of Aaron, his having a flat nofe was, by the 
cxprefs command of Mofes, an abfolute erclufion from 
the facerdotal office. On the other hand, they held 
long nofes in the higheft efteem, as the certain indi- 
cation of a meek and patient mind. Hence it is that 
in the Book of Proverbs the original words which lite- 
rally fignifiy " he that has a long nofe/ 9 are. in oar 
Englifh tranfhtion, and by all interpreters, rendered, 
«* he that is flow to wrath :" and the words which fig- 
nify, " he that has a fhort nofe," are always tranflated, 
*' he that is foon angry, or hafty of fpirit." I (hall 
only remark upon this, that the Welch, who are by no 
means the flowed to anger, have generally fhort nofes. 

The elephant is of all animals the raoft docible and 
fervilc; and everybody knows how remarkable that 
creature is for the length of his fnout. Though fome- 
times it happens that he is not altogether fo patient of 
injuries as might be wiihed. Hamilton, in his travels 
to the Eaft Indies, tells us of an elephant of Surat 
that was palling with his keeper to his watering-place 
through the ftreets of that city, who feeing the window 
open of a tailor's (hop, and thrufting in his trunk in 
fearch of provifion, received an affront from the needle 
of the tailor, as he was fitting at his work. The ftory 
adds, that the elephant went foberly on to water, and 
after drinking his ufual .draught, drew up a great quan- 
tity of mud into his trunk, and returning by the window 
of the tailor, difcharged an inundation of it on his work- 
board. This was, I own, an unlucky trick ; but we ought 
not to have a worfe opinion of long nofes in general for 
the fake of one luch ftory, the like of which may not 
probably happen again in a whole century. 
x 
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I have many more curious obftrvatiana to make oa 
the* various kinds of noies, which, for fear of exceeding 
the bounds of your Paper, I fhallreferve to another opt 
portuaity, when I intend to. defcant at large on the 
method of rlging them: for fome men are of fuch un- 
toward and reftiff difpofnions, that they are like the 
Leviathan mentioned by Job, into whofe nofe there is 
no putting a hook* as our tranfl?cors render it, but the 
original word Signifies a ring. I am, 
Si a, 

Your mod humble fervant. 
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— . — „. . .. — _ 

I WAS lately fubpeenaed by a card to a general aft 
fembly at Lady Townlyfs, where I went fo awk- 
wardly early that 1 found no body but the five or fix 
people who had dined .there, and who* for want of 
hands enough for play, were reduced to the cruel 
necef&ty of converting till fomething better (hould 
offer* Lady Townly obferved, with concern and im- 
patience, that people of fafiuon now came .intolerably 
lata, and in a glut at once, which laid the lady of 
the houfe under great difficulties to make the parties, 
properly* That, no doubt, faid Manly, is to be la* 
mented; and the more fo, as it feems to give youc 
Ladyflup fome concern : but, in the me#n time, for wane 
of fomething better to do, I (houid be glad to know 
the true meaning of a term that you have juft made 
ufe of, People of Falhion : I confefs I have, never yet 
had a precipe and clear idea . of it, and I. am fure I can- 
not apply more properly for information than to this 
company^ which is raoft unquestionably compofed of 
People of Fafhion, whatever People of Fafhjon may be* 
Volume III. G g 
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I therefore beg to know the meaning of that term: what 
are they, who are they, and what conftitutes, I had 
almoft faid, anoints, them People of Fa (hi on ? Thefe 
queftions, inftead of receiving immediate anfwers, oc- 
cafioned a general filence of above a minute, which, 
perhaps, was the refultof the whole company's having 
difcovered, for the firft time, that they had long and 
ofcen made ufe of a term which they had never under- 
ftood : for a little reflection frequently produces thefe 
difcoveries. Belinda firft broke this filence, by faying, 
One knows well enough who are meant by People of 
Faftiion, though one does not juft know how to defcribe 
them : they are thofe that one generally lives wuji ; 
they are people of a certain fort— They certainly are 
fp, interrupted Manly ; but the point is, of what fort ? 
If you mean, by people of a certain fort, yourfelf, which 
is commonly the meaning of thofe who make ufe of 
that expreffion, you are indifputably in the right, as 
you have all the qualifications that can, or, at lead, 
ought to conftitute and adorn a Woman of Faftiion. 
But pray, rauft all Women of Faftiion have all your ac- 
complilhments ? If fo, the myriads of them which t 
had imagined, from what 1 heard every day, and every 
where, will dwindle into a handful. Without having 
thofe accomplishments which you fo partially aHow me, 
anfwered Belinda, 1 ft ill pretend to be a Woman of Fa- 
ftiion ; a character which I cannot think requires an 
uncommon {bare of talents or merit. That is the very 
point, replied Manly, which I want to come at ; and 
therefore give me leave to qucftion you a little more par- 
ticularly. You have fome advantages, which even your 
modeity will not allow you todifctaim, fuch as your. birth 
and fortune j do they conftitute you a Woman of Faftiion ? 
As Belinda was going to anfwer, Bellair pertly interpo- 
fcd, and faid, Neither, to be fure, Mr Manly : if birth 
eonftitoted Faftiion, we muft look for it in that ineftU 
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tnablc treafure of ufefuf knowledge, the Peerage of Eng- 
land ; or if wealth, we mould find the very bed at the 
Bank, and at Garaway's. Well then, Beilair, faid 
Manly, fince you have taken upon you to be Belinda** 
fponfor, let me aik you two or three queftions, which 
You can more properly anfwer than She could. Is it 
her beauty ? By no means neither, replied Beilair ; for 
at that rate there might perhaps be a Woman of Fafhion 
with a gold chain about her neck in the City, or with 
a fat amber necklace in the country ; prodigies, as yet 
unheard of and unfcen. Is it then her wit and good- 
breeding ? continued Manly. Each contributes, anfwer* 
ed Beilair, but both would not be fufficient without a 
certain je ns fgay quoy, a fomething or other that I feel 
better than 1 can explain. Here Dorimant, who had 
fat all this time filent, but looked mifchievous, faid, I 
could fay fomething — Ay, and fomething very imper- 
tinent, according to cuftom, anfwered Belinda ; fo hold 
your tprigue, I charge you. You are fmgulary chari- 
table* Belinda, replied Dorimant, in being fo fure that 
I was going to be impertinent only becaufe I was 
going to fpeak. Why this fufpicion of me ? Why ! 
becaufe I know you to be an odious abominable crea- 
ture upon ail fubje&s of this kind. This amicable 
quarrel was put an end to by Harriet, who, on a fudden, 
and with her ufual vivacity, cried out, I am fure 1 have 
it now, and can tell you exactly what People of Fafhion 
are; they are jufl the reverfe of your Odd People, 
Very poffible, Madam, anfwered Manly, and therefore 
I could wifh that you would give yourfelf the trouble 
of defining Odd People ; and (o % by the rule of contra* 
ries, help us to a true notion of People of Fafhion. Ay, 
that I can very eafily do, faid Harriet. In the firft place, 
your Odd People are thofe that one never lets in, unlefs* 
one is at home to the whole Town. A little more par- 
ticular, dear Harriet, interrupted Manly. So I wUJf 

G P 1 
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did Harriet; for I hate them all. There are federal 
forts of them. Your prudes, for inftance, who reijpeft 
•ad value themfelves upon the ooblcmtfhed purity of 
their characters ; who rail at the indecency of the times, 
* cenfure the mod innocent freedoms, and fufpect the 
Lord knows what, if they do but obferve a clofe and 
familiar whifper between a man and a woman in a re- 
mote corner of the room. There are, betides, a fober, 
formal fort of married women, infipid creatures, who 
lead domeftic lives, and who canbemerry, as they think, 
at home with their own and their husband's relations, 
particularly at Chriftmas* Like turtles, they are true 
and tender to their lawful mates, and breed like rabbits, 
to beggar and perpetuate their famiKes. Thefe arc 
very Odd Women, to be fure ; but deliver me from your 
fevcre and auguft dowagers, who are the fcourges of 
People of FaQiion, by infefting all public places in order 
to make their fpiteful remarks. One meets them every 
where, and they feem to have thefecretof multiplying 
themfelves into ten different places at onee. Theirpoor 
horfes, like thofe of the fun, go round the .world every 
day, baiting only at eleven in the morning, and fix in the, 
evening, at their parifh churches. They fpeak as mo- 
vingly of their poor late Lords as if they had ever cared 
for one another - and, to do them honour, repeat fome 
of the many filly things they uied to fay. Laftly, there 
are your maiden ladies of riper years, orphans of dif- 
tin&ion, who live together by two's and three's, who 
club their flocks for a neat little boufe, a light-bodied 

coach, and afoot-boy And, added Bellair, quarrel 

every day about the dividend. True, faid Harriet, they 
are not the fweeteft- tempered creatures in the world ; 
but, after all, one muft forgive them fome malignity in 
confideration of their difappointments. Well, have I 
now described Odd People to your fatisfadion ? Admir« 
ably! anfwercd Manly $ and fo well, that one can, tea. 
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great degree atteaft/jttdgeHf thei* antipodes, the People 
of Fashion. Bot ftili there ieems <(bmcthtng' wanting ; 
for the prefent aepwuit, by the rule of contraries, Hands 
only thus : That Women of Fa&tan mod not care for 
their hofbands, muft toot go to church, and araft not 
have unblemithed, or at kaft unfiifpe&ed, reputations. 
Now, though- all theft ore very commendable qualifica- 
tions, it muft be owned they are hot negative ones, and 
confequently there mud be fome po&rive ones, necef- 
fary to complete fo gmiable a character. I was going 
to add, interrupted Harriet, which, by the way, was 
more than I engaged for, that People of Fafhion were 
properly thofe who fet the faihions, and who gate the 
tone of drefs, language, manners, and plealures, to the 
Town. I admit it, laid Manly; bat what I want ftill 
to know is, who gave them that power? or did they 
uforp it ? For, by the nature of that power, it does not 
feem to me to admit of a fucceffion by hereditary and 
divine right. Were I allowed to fyeak, faid Dorimant, 
perhaps i could both (horten and clear up this cafe; but 
I dare not, unlefs Belinda, to whom I profefs implicit 
obedience, give* me leave. E'en let him fpeak, Belinda, 
faid Harriet; 1 know he will abufe us, but we are ufed 
to him/ Well, fay your fay then, (aid Belinda. See 
what an impertinent fneer he has already. Upon this 
Dorimant, addreffing himfelf more particularly to Be- 
linda, and fmiltng, faid, 

— — ■■ T hen think 

That he, who thus cdffinUQMled dares to fpeak, 
Unlefs eemmaadcdj would have died in fiience. 

O, your fervant, Sir, faid Belinda; that fie of humility 
will, I am fure, not laft long; but, however, go on. I 
will, to aniwer Manly'squeftton* faid Dorimant, which, 
by the way, has fbmething the- air of a catechifm. Who 
made thefe People of Faftion? i give this fhort and plain 
anfwer ; they made one another, The men, by theip 
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attentions and credit, make the Women of Fafhion; 
and the women, by either their fuppofed or real favours, 
make the men fuch. They are mutually neccflary to 
each other. Impertinent enough of all continence, faid 
Belinda. So, withont the affittance of you fafhionable 
men what fhould we poor women be ? Why, faith, re* 
plied Dorimant, but odd women I doubt, as we (hould 
be but oddfellows without your friendly aid to fafhion 
ns. In one word, a frequent and reciprocal collifion of 
the two fezes is abfolutely neceflary to give each that 
high polifti which is properly called Fafhion. Mr Dori- 
mant has, I own, (aid Manly, opened new and impor- 
tant matter ; and my fcattered and confufed notions 
feem now to. take fome form, and tend to a point. But 
as examples always bed clear up abftrnfe matters, let 
us now propofe fome examples of both forts, and take 
the opinions of the company upon them. For inftance, 
I will offer one to your confideration. Is Berymhia a 
Woman of Fafhion or not ? The whole company readily, 
and almoft at once, anfwered, Doubtlefs (he is. That 
may be, faid Manly; but why ? For (he has neither birth 
nor fortune, and but fmall remains of beauty. All that 
is true, 1 confefs, faid Belinda ; but foe is well-dreiTed, 
well-bred, good-humoured, and always ready to go 
with one any where. Might I prefume, faid Dorimant, 
to add a title, and perhaps the beft, to her claims of Fa- 
fhion, I fhould fay that (he was of Belville's creation, 
who is the very fountain of honour of that fort. He 
dignified her by his addrefles ; aad thofe who hare the 
good fortune to (hare his reputation Have, faid Be- 
linda, with fome warmth, the misfortune to lofe their 
own. I told you, turning to Harriet, what would hap- 
pen if we allowed him to fpeak ; and juft fo it has hap- 
pened ; for the gentleman has almoft in plain terms af- 
ferted, that a woman cannot be a Woman of Fafhion. 
till {he has loft he* reputation. Fye, Belinda, how yoi* 
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wrong me ! replied Dorimant. Loft her reputation ! 
Such a thought never entered into my head , I only 
meant miflaid it. With a very little care (he will find 
it again. There you are in the right, faid Bellair; fof 
it ismoft certain that the reputation of a Woman of Fa- 
fhion (hould not be too muddy. True, replied Dori- 
mant, nor too limpid neither ; it muft not be mere rock 
water, cold and clear, it {hould fparkle a little. Well, 
faid Harriet, now that Berynthia is unanimoufly voted 
a Woman of Fafhion, what think you of Loveit ? Is' 
{he, or is (he not? If (he is one, anfwered Dorimant, I am' 
very much miftaken if it is not of Mirabel's creation. By' 
writ, I believe, faid Bellair; for Ifaw him give her a letter 
one night at the opera. But {he has other good claims 
too, added Dorimant. Her fortune, tho' not large, is 
eafy ; and no body fears certain applications from her. 
She has a fmall houfe of her own, which {he has fitted 
up very prettily, and is often at home, not t6 crowds' 
indeed, but to people of the be ft fa Orion, from twenty 
occasionally down to two ; and, let me tell you, thar 
nothing makes a woman of Loveit'sfort better received 
abroad than being often at home. I own, faid Bellair, 
that I looked upon her rather as a genleel led- captain, 
a poftfeript to Women of Fafhion. Perhaps, too, fome- 
times the cover, anfwered Dorimant ; and if fo, an equal. 
You may joke as much as you pleafe upon poor Loveit, 
but {he is the bed-humoured creature in the world ; and 
1 maintain her to be a Woman of Falhion ; for, in ftiort, 
we all roll with her, as the foldiers fay. I want to 
know, faid Belinda, what you will determine upon a 
character very different from the two laft,I mean Lady 
Lovelefs : is {he a, Woman of Fafhion I Dear Belinda, 
anfwered Harriet haftily, how could {he poffibly come 
into your head ? Very naturally, faid Belinda*, {he has 
birth, beauty, and fortune; (he is well-bred, I own it, 
fyid Harriet ; but dill fhe ishandfome without meaning, - 
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well-fluped without air, genteel without- graces, and 
weU*dre(s'd without taftc. She h (beh an anlipid crea- 
ture (he feJdom comes, abroad, bat lives at home with 
her lord, and fo domefticly tame, that (he eats out of 
his hand, and teaches her young ones to- pick oat: of 
her own* Odd, very odd, take my word for. it* Ay, 
mere rock water, faid Dorimant; and, as I told you an 
hoar ago, that will not do. No. moft certainly, added 
Bdlair, all that referee, finaplictty, andcoldaefs, can ne- 
ver do. It Teems to me rather that the true compofition 
of People of Faroion, like that of Venice treacle, confifts 
of an infinite number of fine ingredients, but all of the 
warm kind. Truce with .your filthy treacle, faid Harriet ; 
and fince theconverfattoahashithertochiefly turned upon 
us poor women, I think we have a right to infill upon the 
definition of you Men of Fafluon. No doubt on't, faid 
Dorimant ; nothing is more juft* and. nothing more 
eafy. Allowing (bine fraall difference for. modes and ha* 
bits, the Men and- the Women of Faihion are m truth 
the counterparts, of each other : they fit like tallies, are 
made of the fame wood, and are cot out for one another. 
As Dorimant was going on, probably toiiluftrate hisaf* 
fertion, a valet 4e chambre proclaimed, in a folemn man- 
ner, the. arrival of the Do chefs Dowager of Mattadore 
ajidber three daughters, who were immediately fol- 
lowed by Lord Formal, ^ir. Peter PJavfiblc* and divers 
others ofbothfexes, and of equal importance. The 
Lady of the houfe, with infinite {kill and indefatigable 
pains, foon peopled the feveral card-tables with the 
greatcft propriety, and to uxiiverfal'fatisfaclion ; and the 
night concluded with flams, honours, bed-games, pairs, 
pair-royals, and all other fuch rational demonftrations 
of joy* 

For mf own part, I made my.efcape as foon as I pot 
Ably could, with my head full of that moft extraordinary 
converfatioa which I had jud heard, and which, from 
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haying taken no part in it, I had attended to the more, 
and retained the better. I went ftraight home, and 
immediately reduced it into writing, as I here offer it 
for the prefent edification of my readers. But as it has 
furnifhed me with great and new lights, I propofe, as 
ibon as poffible, to give the Public a new and complete 
fyftem of Ethics, founded upon thefc principles of People 
of Fafhion ; as, in my opinion, they are better calcu- 
lated than any others for the ufe and inftruction of 
all private families. 



NuMri. 152. Thursday, Nov. 28, 1755. 

Floriferii ut apes in flltjbus omnia libant, 

Omnia nos itidem depafcimur aurca dida. Lucre t. 

For as from tweeted flcrw're the lab'ring bee 
Extracts her precious fweets, juft fo from thee 
We all dor golden fentences derive. 

To MrFiTz-AnAM. 
gj j. Oxford, Nov. ii. 1755. 

1HAVE, for a long time pad, had a ftrong inclina- 
tion upon me to become one of your correfpon- 
dents ; but, from the habits contracted from this place 
of my education and refidence, £ hate felt a certain ti- 
midity in my constitution, which has hitherto retrain- 
ed me (pardon the expreffion) from venturing into the 
world. However, when I reflect that Oxford, as well 
as her fitter Cambridge, has always been diftinguifhed 
with the title of One of the Eyes of England, 1 cannot 
fuppofe that you will pay fo little refpedt to fo valuable 
a part of the microcofm as to reject my letter with dif- 
dain, merely becaufe it. comes dated to you from this 
ancient feat of learning ; efpecially, as I allure you, you 
VdumcUL Hh 
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(hall fee nothing in it that (hall favour at all of that 
narrow and unsociable fpirit which was heretofore the 
characteriftic of the productions of the college. 

No, Mr Fitz-Adam, though learning itfelf be 017 
fnbjcct, I will not treat of it in a manner that {hall dif- 
gnlt the politeft of your readers; and though 1 write 
from a place which, within the memory of many now 
living, enjoyed in fome fort the monopoly of it, yet 1 
will not lament the lofs of that privilege, but am, with 
Mofcs, thoroughly contented that all the Lord's peo- 
ple (hould be prophets. 

Indeed, the main bufinefs I am upon is to congratu- 
late the great world on that diffufion of fcience and li- 
terature which, for fome years, has been fpreading itfelf 
abroad upon the face of it- A revolution this, in the 
kingdom of learning, which has introduced the level- 
ling principle with much better fuccefs than ever it 
met with in politics. The old fences have been hap- 
pily broken down, the trade has been laid open, and 
the old repofitories, or ftorehoufes, are now no longer 
neceflkry or ufeful for the purpofes of managing and 
conducting it. They have had their day; and very 
good cuftora and encouragement they had while that 
day lafted : bat furely our fons, or at lead our grand- 
fons, will be much furprifed when they are told for 
what purpofes they were built and endowed by our 
anceftors, and at how vaft an expenfc the journeymen 
and factors belonging to them were maintained by the 
, public, merely to fupply us with what may now be had 
from every coffeehoufe and Robin Hood aflembly. In 
fhort, it has fared with learning as with our pine- apples. 
At their firft introduction amongft us the manner of 
raifmg them was a very great fecret, and little lefs than 
a myftcry. The expenfes of compoft, hothoufes, and 
attendance, were prodigious; and at Jaft, at a great price, 
they were introduced to the tables of a few of the nobi- 
lity and gentry. But how common are they grown of 
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late ! Every gardener, that ufed to pride himfelf in an 
early cucumber, can now raife a pine-apple ; and one 
need not defpair of feeing them fold at fix a penny in 
Govent-Garden, and become the common treat of tai- 
lors and hackney- coachmen. 

The univerfity of London, it is agreed, ought to be 
allowed the chief merit of this general difiemination of 
learning and knowledge. The (Indents of that ample 
body, as they are lefs ftraitened by roles and ftatutes, 
have been much more communicative than thofe of 
other learned focieties. It feems, indeed, to be their efta- 
blifhed principle to let nothing day long by them. What- 
ever they colled, in the feveral courfes of their ftudies, 
they immediately give up again for the fervice of the 
Public. Hence that profufion of hiftorians, politicians 
and philofophers, with whofe works we are daily amufed 
and tnftru&ed. I am told, there is not a bookfeller 
within a mile of Temple-Bar who has not one or two 
of thefe authors constantly in his pay, who are ready, 
at the word of command, to write a book of any fize, 
upon any fubjedt. And yet I never heard that any of 
thefe gentlemen ever drank in a regular manner of the 
waters of Helicon, or endeavoured to trace out that 
fpring by the (beams of Cam or Ids. 

But it is not merely the regular book, or legitimate 
treatife, which has thus abounded with learning and 
fcience; but our loofe papers and pamphlets, periodical 
as well as occafional, are, for the bulk, equally profufe 
of inftru&ion. Monthly magazines, which, fome years 
Gnce, were nothing more than collections to amufe and 
entertain, are now become the magazines of univerfal 
knowledge. Aftronomy, hiftory, mathematics, antiqui- 
ties, and the whole myftery of inferiptions and medals, 
may now be had, fre(h and frefh, at the moil eafy rates, 
from the repertories of any of thefe general undertakers. 
What an advantage is this to the modern ftudent to 
Hhi 
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have his mefs of learning thus carved oat for him, at 
proper fcafons and intervals, in quantities that will not 
over-cloy his ftomach, or be too expenfivete his pocket \ 
How greatly preferable, both for cheapnefs and utility, 
is this method of ftudy to that of propofing a whole 
fyftem to his view, in all the horrid formalities of a 
quarto or folio ! Much praife and honour are undoubt- 
edly due to the celebrated Mr Amos Wenman, for re- 
ducing the price of punch, and fuiting it to the capaci- 
ties and circumftances of all his Majefty'sfubj eels; and 
{hall not that felf-taught philofopher, Mr Benjamin 
Martin, the great retailer of the fciences, come in for 
fome (hare of our acknowledgment and commendation? 
I erpeft to be told, for indeed the obje&ion is obvious 
enough, that fince the ftreams of learning have been thus 
generally diffufive, they have, in confequence of that 
diffu (ion, been proportionably {hallow. Now, notwith- 
ftanding the prejudice which may (till prevail with a few 
grave and folid mortals againft the (hallownefs of our 
modern learning, I Jhould be glad to know what good 
purpofe was ever ferved by all that profundity of fcience, 
which they and our anceftors feem fo fond of. It was, 
as is allowed on all hands, confined to a very few of the 
candidates for literary reputation; and the many who 
aimed at a (hare of it waded out of their depths, and 
became a facrifice to their own ufelefs ambition. On 
the contrary, no one that I know of ever had his head 
turned, or his fenfes drowned, in the philofophy of a ma- 
gazine, or the critique of a newfpaper. And thus the 
ftream, which lay ufelefs when confined within its banks, 
or was often dangerous to thofe who endeavoured to fa- 
thom the bottom of it, has, by being drained off into 
fmaller rills and channels, both fertilized and adorned 
the whole face of the country. And hence, Mr Fitz* 
Adam, have rifen thofe exuberant crops of readers as 
well as writers. The idea of being a reader, or a man 
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given to books, had heretofore fomething very foleom 
and frightful in it: it conveyed the notion of feverity, 
morofenefs, and unacquaintance with the world. But 
this is not the cafe at prefent. The very deepeft of onr 
learning may be read, if not understood, by the men of 
drefs and falhton; and the ladies themfelves may con- 
cede with the abftrufeft of our philofophy with great 
«afe, and much to their inftru&ion. 

To fay the truth, the men of this generation have 
4ifcovered that what their fathers called folid learning 
is a ufelefs and cumberfome accomplifliment, incommo- 
dious to the man who is poffcfled of it, and difguftful 
to all who approach him. Something, however, of the 
fort that (its light and eafy upon us we are willing to 
attain to : but furely, for this, there is no need of going 
to the expenfe of many bullion, when our own leaf- 
gold, or a little foreign lacker, will anfwer the purpoie 
Full as well, and make a better figure in the world. 

Give me leave, Mr Fitz-Adam, to conclude with my 
congratulations to this place of academical education, 
on fome happy fymptoms I have lately obferved, from 
whence it mould appear that the manufacture of mo- 
dern learning may, one day, be able to gain fome foot- 
ing amongft us. The difadvantages it lyes under, from 
ancient forms and eftablifbments, are, it is true, very, 
great; the general inclination^ I own, is ftill againft it; 
and the geniufes of Our governors arc, perhaps, as deep 
and as folid as ever; but yet, I hope, we have a fet of 
young gentlemen now rifmg who will be able to over- 
come all difficulties, and give a politer turn to the dif- 
cipline and ftudies of the Univerfity. I can already af- 
fure you, that the ft u dents of this new feet amongft us 
have advanced fo far as to make the coffeehouies the 
chief and only places of application to their ftudies. 
The productions of your London authors are here taken 
m, as we call it, by fubfcription; and, by this means, 
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the deeped learning of the age may be dived into at the 
frnall price of two or three millings by the year. Thus 
the expenfes of univerfity education are reduced, and 
the pockets of the young men are no longer picked by 
thofe harpies the bookfellers. 

i can fee but one reafon to fufpe& the probability of 
their not gaining a fure and certain fettlement amongft 
ns ; and that is, the great (hynefs which is obierved in 
all thefe gentlemanly Undents, with regard to the old- 
fafhioned languages of Greek and Latin. The avenues 
to our foundations are, hitherto, fecured by guards de- 
tached from the Ancients. Our friends, therefore, can- 
not very {afely enter into the competitions at college- 
elections, where thefe are always retained againft them* 
But who knows what time may bring forth ? Fellows of 
colleges themfelves may reform, and become mere mo- 
derns in their learning as well as in their drefs and 
other accomplifhments. I could even now point out 
fome of thefe, who are better acquainted with the writ- 
ings of Petrarch, Guarini, andMetaftafio, than with thofe 
of Homer and Horace ; and know more of Copernicus 
and Sir Ifaac Newton, from the accounts given of them 
by Fontenelle, Voltaire, and Pemberton, than from the 
original works of thofe two philofophers. But I (hall 
fay no more at preferit, for fear of betraying that inte- 
reft which it is the fin cere purpofe of this letter to im- 
prove and advance. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

Neo-Acadbmicus. 



H 



Numb. 153. Thursday, Dec. 4, 1759. 

AVING been frequently prcfTed by Sir John 
Jolly (an old friend of mine, poffeffed of a fine 
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eftate, a large park, and a plentiful fortune) to pafs a' 
few weeks with him in the country, 1 determined lad 
autumn to accept his invitation, propofing to myfclf 
the higheft pleafure from changing the noife and hurry 
of this buttling metropolis for the agreeable filence and 
' foothing indolence of a rural retirement. I accordingly 
let out one morning, and pretty early the next arrived 
at the habitation of my friend, fituated in a moil deli- 
cious and romantic fpot, which (the owner having for- 
tunately no tafte) is not yet defaced with improvements* 
On my approach I abated a little of my travelling pace 
to look round me, and admire the towering hills and 
fertile vales, the winding dreams, the (lately woods, 
and fpacioos lawns, which, gilded by the funmine of a 
beautiful morning, on every fide afforded a mod enchant- 
ing profped; and I pleafed myfclf with the thoughts of 
the happy hours I fhould fpend amid (I thefe pa ft oral 
fcenes, in reading, in meditation, or in fofc repofe, in- 
fpired by the lowing of diftant herds, the fall of waters, 
and the melody of birds. 

I was received with a hearty welcome, and many 
(hakes of the hand, by my old friend, whom 1 had not 
feen for many years, except once, when he was called 
to Town, by a profecution in the King's Bench, for mif- 
tmderftanding the fenfe of an ad of parliament, which, 
on examination, was found to be nonfenfe. He is an 
honeft gentleman, of a middle age, a hale conftitution, 
good natural parts, and abundant fpirits, a keen fportf- 
man, an aclive magiftrate, and a tolerable farmer, not 
without fome ambition of acquiring a feat in parlia- 
ment by his intereft in a neighbouring borough : fo 
that between his purfuits of game, of ju ft ice, and popu- 
larity, befides the management of a large quantity of 
land, which he keeps in his own hands, as he terms it, 
for amufement, every moment of his time is fufficient- 
ly employed. His wife is an agreeable woman, of about 
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the fame age, and has been handfome; but -though 
years have fomewhat impaired her charms, they have 
not in the leaft her relifh for company, cards, balls, and 
all other manner of public diversions. 

On my arrival I was firft conduced into the break- 
faft-room, which, with fome furpriie, 1 faw quite filled 
with genteel perfons of both fezes in difhabille, with 
their hair in papers ; the caufe of which I was quickly 
informed of, by the many apologies of my lady for the 
meannefi of the apartment (he was obliged to allot me* 
** by reafon the houfe was fo crowded with company 
" during the time of their races, which, (he faid, began 
" that very day for the whole week, and for which 
" they were immediately preparing." I was inftantly 
attacked by all prefent with one voice, or rather with 
many voices at the fame time, to accompany them thi- 
ther ; to which I made no oppofition, thinking it would 
be attended with more trouble than the expedition ttfelf. 

As foon as the ladies and equipages were ready we 
iflued forth in a mod magnificent cavalcade ; and after 
travelling five or fix miles through bad roads, we arri- 
ved at the Red Lion, juft as the ordinary was making 
its appearance on the table. The ceremonials of this 
fumptuous entertainment, 'which confided of cold fith, 
lean chickens, nifty hams, raw venifon, dale game, green 
fruit, and grapelefs wines, destroyed at leaft two hours, 
with five times that number of heads, ruffles, and fuits 
of clothes, by the unfortunate effufion of butter and 
gravy. From hence we proceeded a few miles farther to 
the race ground, where nothing, I think, extraordinary 
happened but that, amongftmuchdiforder and drunken* 
nefs, few limbs and no necks were broken : and from 
thefe Olympic games, which, to the great emolument 
of pickpockets, Tailed till it was dark, we galloped back 
to the Town, through a foaking fhower, to drefs for the 
aflembly. But this I found no eafy tafk ; nor could 
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I poffibly accompli fh it before my clothes were quite 
dried upon my back; my fcrvant (laying behind to fettle 
his betts, and having (lowed my portmanteau into the 
boot of fome coach, which he could not find, to fave 
himfelf both the trouble and indignity of carrying it. 

Being at lad equipped, 1 entered the ball-room, where 
the fmell of a ftable over which it was built, the favour 
of a neighbouring kitchen, the fumes of tallow-candles, 
turn-punch and tobacco, difperfed over the whole hqufe, 
and the balfamic effldvias from many fweet creatures 
who were dancing, with almoft equal ftrength contend- 
ed for fuperioritv. The company was numerous and 
well-drefTed, and differed not in any refpeel from that 
of the aloft brilliant aflembly in London, but in feeming 
better pleafed, and more defirous of pleating; that is, 
happier in themfelves, and civiller to each other. I 
obferved the door was blocked up the whole night by 
a few fafhionable young men, whofe faces I remember- 
ed to have feen about Town, who c6uld neither dance> 
drink tea, play at cards, nor fpeak to any one, except 
now-and-then in whifpers to a young lady, who fat in 
filenceat the upper end of the room in a hat and neglige, 
with her back again ft the wall, her arms a-kimbo, 
her legs thru ft out, a fneer on ber lips, a fcowl on her 
forehead, and an invincible a flu ranee in her eyes. This 
Jady Ihad alfo frequently met with, but could not then 
recollect where; but have fince learned, that (he had been 
toad-eater to a woman of quality, and turned off for too 
clofe and prefumptuousan imitation of her betters. Their 
behaviour affronted moft of the company, yet obtained 
the defired effecl : for I overheard feveral of the country- 
ladies fay, " It was pity they were fo proud; for to be 
" fure they were prodigious well-bred people, and had 
" an immenfe deal of wit:" a miftake they could never 
have fallen into, had thefe patterns of politenefs conde- 
fcended to have entered into any converfation, Dan* 

Volume III, I i 
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cing and cards, with the refrefttment of cold chickens 
and negas about twelve, carried us on till day- break, 
when our coaches being ready, with much folicitation, 
and more fqueezing, I obtained a place in one, in which 
no more than fix had before artificially feated them fe Ives; 
and about five in the morning, through many and great 
perils, we arrived (afely at home. 

It was now the middle of harveft, which had not a 
little differed by our diverfions; and therefore our coach - 
horfes were immediately degraded to a cart ; and having 
reded during our fatigues, by ajuftdiftribution of things, 
were now obliged to labour while We were at reft. I 
mean not in this number to include myfelf ; for though 
I hurried immediately to bed, no reft could I obtain for 
fome time, for the rumbling of carts, and the converfa- 
tion of their drivers, juft under my window. Fatigue 
at length got the better of all obftacles, and I fell aUeep; 
but 1 had fcarce clofed my eyes, when I was awaked 
by a much louder noife, which was that of a whole pack 
of hounds, with their vociferous attendants, fetting out 
to meet my friend, and fome choice fpirits, whom he 
had juft left behind at the affembly, and who chofe this 
manner of refrefhment after a night's debauch rather 
than the more ufual and inglorious one of going to 
bed. Thefe founds dying away by their diftance, I again 
compofed myfelf to reft; but was prefently again roofed 
by more difcordant tongues, uttering all the groflhefs 
of Drury Lane, and fcurrility of Billinfgate. I now 
waked indeed with fomewhat more fatisfa&ion, at firft 
thinking, by this unpaftoral dialogue, that I was once 
more returned fafe to London : but I foon found my 
miftake, and und^rftood that thefe were fome innocent 
and honeft neighbours of Sir John's, who were come 
to determine their gentle difputes before his tribunal; 
and being ordered to wait till his return from hunting, 
were rcfolved to make all poffible ufe of this fufpenfion 
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of j oft ice. It being now towards noon, I gave up all 
thoughts of fleep, and it was well I did : for I was pre- 
sently alarmed by a confufion of voices!, as loud though 
iomewhat fweeter than the former. As they proceeded 
from the parlour under me, amidft much giggling, 
laughing, fqueaking, and fcreaming, I could diftinguifh 

only the few following incoherent words horrible 

—frightful ridiculous Friefland hen rogue 

Red Lion at Brentford ft ays padded Rants 

Horn faucy minX'—-*->iTnpertinent coxcomb. I ftarted 

up, drefled me, and went down, where 1 found the fame 
polite company, who breakfafted there the day before, 
in the fame attitude, difcourfing of their friends with 
whom they had fo agreeably fpent the laft night, and to 
whom they were again haftening with the utmoft im- 
patience. I was faluted with a how-d'ye from them all 
at the fame inftant, and again prefled into the fervice 
of the day. 

1 In this manner I went through the perfecutions of 
the whole week, with the fufferings and refolution, but 
not with the reward, of a martyr, as I found no peace 
at the laft : for at the conclufion of it, Sir John obli- 
gingly requeued me to make my ft ay with him as long 
as I poffibly could, alluring me, that though the races 
were now over I (hould not want diverfions ; for that 
next week he expected Lord Rattle, Sir Harry Bumper, 
and a large fox-hunting party ; and that the week after, 
being the full-moon, they (hould pay and receive all 
their neighbouring vifits, and fpend their evenings very 
fociably together ; by which is (ignified, in the country 
dialed, eating, drinking, and playing at cards all night. 
My Lady added, with a fmile, and much delight in her 
eyes, that (he believed they (hould not be alone one hour 
in the whole week, and that (he hoped I (hould not 
think the country fo dull and melancholy a place as I 
expecled. Upon this information I refolvcd to leave 
I i 2 



25* THE WORLD. N<> i S4 . 

it immediately, and told them, I was extremely forry 
that I was hindered by particular bufinefs from anj 
longer enjoying fomuch polite and agreeable company; 
but thatl had received a letter, which made it necefiary 
for me to be in Town. My friend faid, he was no Je4 
concerned ; but that 1 muft not poiitively go till after to- 
morrow : for that he t{ien expected the mayor and alder- 
men of his corporation, fome of whom were facetious 
companions, and fung well. This determined me to fee 
put that very evening ; which I did with much fatisfac- 
tion ; and made all poffible hade, in fearch of fifence 
and folitude, to my lodgings next door to a brafier's at 
Charing- crofc t 

Numb. 154. Thursday, Dec. 11, 1755. 

STEPPING into a coffeehoufe in the Strand, the 
other day, I faw a fet. of young fellows laughing 
very heartily over an old feflions-paper. The gravity of 
my appearance would not permit me to make any in- 
quiry about what they were reading; I, therefore, waited 
with fome impatience for their departure. As foon as 
they were gone I took up the paper, as it lay open, and 
found the fubjed of their mirth to have been the trial of 
a young lad of feventeen for robbing a fervant maid of 
her pockets in St Paul's church-yard. The evidence of 
the maid was in the following words. 

" And pleafe you, my Lord, I had been with ano- 
" ther maid- fervant at Drury-Jane playhoufe to fee the 
* f Country Wife. A baddifh fort of a play to befure 
" it turned out, and I wifh it did not put fome wicked 
" thoughts into the head of my fellow- fervant; for (he 
" gave me the flip in the playhoufe pa/Tage, and did 
" not come home all night. So walking all alone bv 
*• myfclf, through St PapPs church-yard, the prifoncr 
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** overtook me, and would needs have a kifs of me; 
" Oho! young fpark, thought I to myfelf, we have all 
tc been at the play I believe ; but if a kifs will content 
*' you, why e'en take it, and go about your bufinefs; for 
" you (hall have nothing more from me, I promife you. 
" This 1 faid to myfelf, my Lord, while the young man 
u was killing me ; but my Lord, he went on to be quite 
" audacious; fo I ftood flock-dill again ft the wall, 
" without fo much as fpeaking a word ; for I had a- 
" mind to fee how far his impudence would carry him. 
" But all at once, and pleafe you, when I was thinking 
*• of no fuch thing, crack went my pocket- firings, and 
t* away ran the young man with the pockets in his hand, 
€t And then I thought it was high time to cry out; fo 
« c I roared out, Murder, and, Stop thief, till the watch- 
" men took hold of him, and carried us both before the 
•« conftable. And pleafe you, my Lord, I was never in 
M fuch a flurry in my life ; for who would have thought 
•« of any fuch thing from fo gqod-looking a young 
" man? So I ftood ftock-ftifl, as I told yon before, 
" without fo much as ftirring a finger, for as he was 
u fo young a man, 1 had a great curiofity to fee how 
" far his impudence would carry him." 
* The extreme honefty of this evidence pleafed me not 
p. little; and I could not help thinking that it mfght af- 
ford a very excellent lefTon to thofe of my fair readers 
who are fometimes for indulging their curiofity upon 
occafions where it would be prudence to fupprefs it, 
and for holding (heir tongues when they (hould be mod 
ready to cry out. 

Many a female in genteelerltfe has, I believe, indulged 
the fame curidfity with this poor girl without coming 
off fo well, though the thief has never been brought 
to the Old Bailey for the robbery he has committed In- 
deed, the watchmen are ufually a flee p that (hould feiste 
upon fuch thieves, unlefs it be now and then a huf- 
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band or a father : but the plunder is never to be re Gored, 
To fay the troth, the great deftroyer of female ho- 
nour is curiofity. It was the frailty of our firft mother, 
and has defcended in a double portion to almoft every 
individual of her daughters. There are two kinds of 
il that i would particularly caution my fair country- 
women againft : one is the curiofity above mentioned, 
that of trying how far a man's impudence will carry 
him ; and the other, that of knowing exactly their own 
ftrength, and how far they may fufFer themfelves to 
be tempted and retreat with honour. 1 would alfb 
advife them to guard their pockets as well as their per- 
sons againft the treachery of men ; for in this age of 
pJay it may be an undetermined point whether their 
defigns are mod upon a lady's purfe or her honour j 
nor indeed is it eafy to fay, when the attack is made 
upon the purfe, whether it may not be a prelude to a 
more dangerous theft. 

Itufed formerly to be the practice, when a man hao! 
defigns 'upon the virtue of a woman, to infinuate him- 
felf into her good graces by taking every opportunity 
of lofing his money to her at cards. But the policy of 
the times has inverted this practice ; and the way now 
to make furc of a woman is to ftrip her of her money, 
and run her deeply in debt : for lofles at cards are to 
be paid one way or other, or there is no poffibility of 
appearing in company : and of what value is a lady's 
virtue if ihe is always to ftay at home with it. 

A very gay young fellow of my acquaintance was 
complaining to me the other day of his extreme ill- for- 
tune at Picquet. He told me that he had a very narrow 
mifs of completely undreffing one of the fineft women 
about St James's, but that an unfortunate repiquehad 
difappomted him of his hopes. The lady, it feems, 
had played with him at her own houfe till all her rea- 
dy money wasfgone; and, upon his refufing to proceed 
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^vith her upon credit, flic confented to his feCting a fmall 
fum againft her cap, which he won, and put into his 
pocket, and afterwards her handkerchief: but that fla- 
king both cap and handkerchief, and all his winnings, 
againft her tucker, he was mod cruelly re piqued when 
he wanted but too points of the game, and obliged to 
leave the lady as well'dreiled as he found her. 

This was indeed a very critical turn of Fortune for 
the lady ; for if (he had gone on lofing from top to bot- 
tom, what the lad (lake might have been I almoft tremble 
to think. I am apprehenfive that my friend's impudence 
would have carried him to greater lengths than the 
pickpocket's in the trial, and that he would hardly 
have contented himfelf with running off with her 
clothes : and befides, what modeft woman, in fuch a 
(ituation, would object to any conceffions, by which (he 
might have recovered her clothes, and put herfelf into 
a condition to be feen ? 

Since my friend's telling me this (lory I have been 
led into two or three mi/lakes in walking through the 
(treets and fquares of the politer part of this metropo- 
lis : for as I am naturally (h or t lighted, 1 have mi ft a ken 
a wcll-dreffed woman's tailor, whom I have feen com- 
ing out of a genteel houfe with a bundle under his arm, 
for a gentleman who has had the good fortune to ftrip 
the lady of her clothes, and was moving off in triumph 
with his winnings. 

To what lengths this new kind of gaming might 
have been carried no one can tell, if the ladies had not 
taken up in time, and put a (lop to beginnings. A 
prudent man, who knows he is not proof againft the 
temptations of play, will either keep away from mafque- 
rades and ridottos, or lock up his purfe in his efcritoir. 
But as among the ladies the (laying at home is an im- 
practicable thing, they have adopted the other caution, 
and very prudently leave their clothes behind them. 
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Hence it is that caps, handkerchiefs, tippets, and tuck- 
ers, are rarely to be met with upon the young and 
handfome ; for as they know their own weaknefs, and 
that the men are not always complaifant enough to 
play with them upon credit, they throw off at their 
toilettes all thole coverings which they are in any im- 
mediate danger of lofing at a tete h tete- 

The ladies will, I hope, think me entitled to their 
thanks at lcaft, for afcribing to their prudence that na- 
kednefs of drefs, which inconfiderat^e and ignorant per- 
fons havec onftantly miftaken for wantonnefs or indis- 
cretion. At the fame time I would recommend it to 
all young ladies, who are known to be no gamefters, 
either to wear a covering*on their necks, or to throw 
a cloak over their (houlders, in all public places, left it 
Jhould be thought that, by difplaying their beauties to 
attract the eyes of the men, they have a curiofity, like 
the maidfervant in the trial, to fee how far their im- 
pudence will carry them. 

To conclude a little ferioufly, I would entreat my fair 
readers to leave gaming to the men, and the indelicacies 
of drefs to the women of the Town. The vigils of the 
card-table will fully thofe beauties which they are fo 
defirous of exhibiting : and the want of concealment 
render them too familiar to be admired. Thefe are 
common obfervations, 1 confefs ; but it is now the fea- 
fon for repeating and for inforcing them. Lofs of time 
and fortune are the ufual mifchiefs of play ; but the 
ruin does not always end there: for, however great 
may be the paradox, many a woman has been driven 
to fell her honour to redeem her credit. But I hope 
my countrywomen will be warned in time, and that 
they will ftudy to deferve a better eulogy than was once 
given in a funeral oration, of a lady who died at a 
hundred and live, " that towards the latter part of her 
'* life (he was examplary for her chattily." 
i 
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Numb. 155. Thursday, Dec. i3>,i75S. 



To Mr Fitz-Adam. 
SIR, 

IH AVE the honour to At at the feet of a Gamaliel 
in this city, in the capacity of a parifh-clerk, which 
office I hold in commendam with the employment of 
an undertaker. The injuries I have fufFered are fo little 
cognizable by the laws of the land, (till it lliall pleafe 
God to teach our fenators fo much wifdom as to amend 
them in this particular), that I have none to whom I 
can appeal but the World ; to whom I beg that you 
would pleafe to prefent this my humble remonftrance 
and propofal. 

I hope you will excufe the trouble I now give you, 
not only becaufe I chufe to fubmit myfelf to the judg- 
ment of your court, but as I have reafon to believe 
that the newfwr iters will not be faithful enough to 
lay this complaint before the Public, thefe gentlemen 
being the parties concerned, and againft whom it is to 
be lodged. 

My cafe, Sir, is this. As I was one morning far- 
niihing my head with the news of the day, to my great 
furprife, I read a paragraph which informed me, that 
a very rich gentleman pf our parifh died the day be- 
fore. Thi* ftartled me, as I had never heard of his 
illnefs, and therefore had employed no body to watch 
him in his lad moments, and to bring me the earlicft 
intelligence of his death, that I might not be wanting 
in my refpe&s to the family by my condolence, and the 
offers of my fervice in paying my laft duties to fo 
worthy a matter. 1 was apprehenfxve too, left fome 

Vduvts UL K k 
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{harper looker-out might be beforehand with me, and 
run away with the job. 1 therefore whipt on my black 
coat and white perriwig as fail as I could, to wait os 
the difconfolate widow. I rung gently at the door, 
for fear of difturbing her; and to the footman who 
opened it delivered my duty and condolence to his lady, 
and begged, if (he was not provided with an undertaker, 
that I might have the honour to bury Mr Deputy. 

The fervant gaped and flared, and from the great 
concern he was under for the lofs of his matter (as I 
apprehended) was rendered fo ftupid that he feemed 
not readily to underftand what I faid. Before I could 
new«lrame my menage, to put it, if poffible, into more 
intelligible words, I was myfelf feized with the mmoft 
horror and confufion at feeing the apparition of the 
deceafed (talk out of the compting-houfe, which opened 
into the paflage where I ftood. I obferved a rednefs 
in his countenance more than was ufual in dead people; 
and indeed, more than he himfelf was wont to wear 
when he was alive : and there was a fternnefs and fe- 
▼erity in his features beyond what I had ever feen in 
him before. Strait a voice more dreadful than thunder 
burft out, and in the language of hell,fwearing, curling, 
calling me a thoufkud names, and telKng me he would 
teach me to play tricks with him, he dealt me half a 
fcore fuch fubftantial blows, as prefentiy convinced me 
they could proceed from no ghoft. 1 retreated with 
as much .precipitation as I could, for fear of falling 
myfelf into the pit which I hoped to have dug for him. 
Thus, Sir, the wantonnefs of the newfpapers difap- 
pointed me of furnifhing out a funeral, deprived me of 
my dues as clerk, got me well thra(hed, and will pro- 
bably lofe me the gentleman's cuftom for ever : for, 
perhaps, next time he dies, he will order another un- 
dertaker to be employed. 
Now, Sir, is it not a fhatne that people (hould thus 
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die daily, and not a (ingle fee come to the clerk of the 
parifh for a burial ? and that the newfwriters, without 
commiffion from his Majefty, or licence from War- 
wick Lane, ihould kill whom they pi cafe, and we not 
get a {hilling to comfort us in the inidft of fuch mor- 
tality ? 

There are other inconveniences, though of an infe- 
rior confederation, which may attend this dying in 
print. A young heir at Oxford, juft come of age, 
reads, that his father was carried off by an apoplectic 
fit fuch a day : catching the lucky minute, he marries 
that divine creature, his tailor's daughter, before the 
news can be contradicted. When it is, fear of the 
old gentleman's difpJeafare makes him bribe his new 
relations to fecrecy for a while : in procefs of time he 
marries a lady 6f fortune and family by his father's di- 
rections. Tatterella raves with all the fpirit and dig- 
nity of a lady of the Brttifh fifhery ; proves her prior 
marriage; not only calls but records Lady Mary a 
whore ; baftardtzes the children of the fecond venter, 
and old Snip's grandfon runs away with the eftate. 

How often have thefe difturbing papers whirled up 
«xpe6tants of places to Town in their poft^chaifes, to 
whirl back again' with the old fqueeze, and " I fhall 
" not forget you when the place is vacant !" How 
pften has even the reverend divine fuffered the violent 
concuffions of a hard trotting horfe for above three- 
icore miles together to wait on a patron of a benefice 
vacated by the Evening Poft ; where he has met with 
the mortification, of frooaking a pipe with the incum- 
bent ? Perhaps a lady too, whofe tendernefs and fenfi* 
bility could not permit -her to attend her fick hufband 
.to Bath, reads an account of his death in the papers, 
What fhrieks, what faintings, what tears, what hiex- 
preffible grief, afflicts the poor relic* ! And when -fiie 
has mourned in half a week as much as any reafonable 
K k % 
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widow would do in a whole year, and (having paid 
the legacy of forrow to his memory in three days, 
which by the courtefy of England lbe might have taken 
a twelvemonth for) begins to think of a new hufband, 
home comes the old one, and talks in rapture of the 
virtue^ of Bath water. While all the fatisfa&ion the 
newfwriters give this unfeigned! y afflidled poor lady is, 
" The death of A. B. Eiq. mentioned in thefe papers 
" laft week, proves a miftake." 

I know but one inftance where any regard to us parifii- 
clerks has been had, or our interefts in the leaft taken 
care of, in thefe temporary and occasional deaths ; and 
that was of a gentleman of rank, who was generally 
reported and allowed for -dead. His heirs at law, not 
caring to bury the real body, for reafons bed known 
to themfelves, (though one of thofe reafons might be 
becaufe it was alive), yet, convinced of the reafonablenefs 
that a funeral mould follow a demtfe, dug up a poor 
drowned failor out of a hole on the (hore into which 
he had been tumbled, and with great folemnity interred 
the departed knight by proxy. There was juftice in 
this ; every man had his due. It was acting with the 
wifdom of an old Athenian. 

A practice of the Athenians may ferve as an aufwer 
to fuch (if any fuch there are) who, from modern pre- 
judices, objed to the f.inerals of people not really dead. • 
Our Do&or told us, in one of his fermons upon regene- 
} ration, that among thefe Athenians, if one who was 

I living were reported to be dead, and funeral obfeqaies 

I performed for hira— (which plainly implies their cu- 

iiom of celebrating funerals for perfons who were dead 
in their newfpapers, though they were not fo in reality) 
— if afterwards he appeared, and pretended to be alive, 
he was looked upon as a profane and unlucky perfon, 
and no one would keep him company. One who fell 
under this misfortune (it matters not for his name. 
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though I think the Do&or called him Harry Stone- 
lioufc *, or fomething like it) coafalted the oracle how 
lie might be readmitted among the living : the oracle 
commanded him to be regenerated, or new-chriftened, 
which was accordingly done, and grew to be the efta- 
blifhed method of receiving fuch pcrfons into the com- 
munity again. 

( And here in England, before the Reformation, as I 
am informed, it was ufual, when a rich perfon died, to 
celebrate yearly and daily mafles, obits, and comme- 
morations for him ; fo that one who died but once, 
fhould be as good as buried a thoufand times over : but 
among us it is juft the reverfe ; a man may die here a 
thoufand times and be buried but once. 

However, I hate Popery, and would not wiflj the re- 
ftoration of it ; yet, as I hope a Chriftian country will 
not come behind -hand with a heathen one in wifdom 
and juftice, permit me to recommend the praclice of 
the Athenians before mentioned, and petition the World 
immediately to pafs it into a fafhion, and ordain, that 
hereafter, every roan living, who has been killed in the 
newfpapers, fhall account to the clerk of the pariQi 
where fuch deceafe is reported to have happened ; or, if 
no place is fpecified, to the clerk of the parifh where 
the perfon has reitded for the greater part of the month 
preceding, for a burial fee: and alfo, before he is ad- 
mitted to any ball, rout, affembly, tavern, church, 
drum, or cofFeehoufe, that he account to the faid 
clerk for his regeneration, or new-chrtftening fee : and 
in cafe the report was made withoilt the privity and 
% content' of the party, and he (hall be found not guilty 
of his own death, that then he fhall have a fafhionable 
demand upon the publifhers for the recovery of both 
fees to reimburfe himfelf, 

Ariftinui. 
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This, Sir, might pat tome ftop to this very alarm- 
ing practice, fo grievoufly to the disappointment of wi- 
dows, heirs and expectants ; or at leaft do Come juftice 
to that very refpcctablc, but greatly injured, body of 
parUh-clerks, to which I have the honour to belong. 
I am, 

SIR, 
Xour qaoft obedient, humble fervant* 
Thomas B as soon* 



Numb. 156. Thursday, Dec. 25, 1755. 

" An ideo tantmn venis, nt extra?" ' Marti*?, 

Po you come in, only to go away again? 

To Mr Fitz-Adam. 
SIR, 

AS I find you are a perfon who make the refor* 
matton of mankind your care, and (land forth, 
iike another Hercules, to correct the irregularities and 
indifcrecions which Folly, Vice, or that unmeaning fickle 
thing, called Faftiion, give birth to; I take take the li- 
berty of troubling you with my thoughts upon a fpecies 
of animals which at prefent are very numerous, and 
to be found in all places of public amufement. But 
though I am going to give you my remarks upon this 
race of beings, I muft confefs that I have never yet 
heard of any appellation by which they are diftinguUh- 
ed. The futility, indeed, of the age, has occasioned 
many ridiculous and contemptible perfons to rife up 
amongft us, who, without aiming at any laudible pur~ 
pofe, or acting under the dictates of any principle, have 
formed themfelres into clubs and focieties, and aflumed 
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names and titles, as innocent of fenfe and meaning as are 
the pcrfons themfehres who bear them. Such are the 
Bocks, Stags, Bloods, and many more, with which the 
newfpapers have, from time to time, made me acquaint* 
ed. But the animals which 1 would now place under 
your notice are of a very different kind ; they are, in 
(hort, a (pedes of young men, who, from a certain blind 
impnlfe, are always rambling up and down thisTown.and 
never fail to be prefent at all places of diverfion with- 
out having a tafte or capacity to enjoy any. 

Upon my going lately to a capital play, I (aw feve- 
ral of them, indeed, fitting with great order and deco- 
rum, but (b inattentive, 16 indifferent, and unmoved, 
through the whole performance, whilft the reft of the 
audience were all eye and ear, that they appeared to me 
to be (b many ftatues. Their behaviour furprifed me 
extremely, and led me at the fame time to aik myfelf. 
for what purpofe thofe young fparks come to play ? and 
if, like Cato of old, it was only to go away again ? For 
if they never attend to what paffes before them, if they 
are not fufceptible of thofe emotions which a well- 
wrought fcene raifes in every feeling bread j if they do 
not follow the actor through all the fweet delufion of 
his art ; in (hort, if they do not, as other people do, 
" laugh with thofe that laugh, and weep with thofe 
" that weep," what bufmefs have they there ? 

To judge, indeed, by their appearance, one would 
imagine nothing could make them quit their lcoking- 
glals. And yet, Sir, no public place is free from them ; 
though, as far as I can judge, the opera-houfe is their 
favourite haunt. To reconcile this feeming contra- 
diction, I muft inform you, that I have fladied and ex- 
amined them with great attention, and find their whole 
compofition to coniifi of two ingredients only ; thefe 
are, felf- admiration and infenfibility ; and to thefe two 
xaufes, operating jointly and feparately, all their actions 
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rauft be referred. Hence it is that they # are always to 
be found in public places, where they go,'not to fee* but 
to be feen ; nor to hear, but to be heard. Hence it is 
that they are fo devoted to the opera'; and here, indeed, 
they feem to be peculiarly directed by that power call- 
ed In (Unit, which always prompts every creature to 
pnrfue what is bed and fitted for it. Now, the opera 
is to them, if I may ufe the expreffion, a very nur- 
fing mother, which feeds them with the pap of its own 
foft nonfenie, and lulls and rocks then! to their defired 
repofe. This is indeed their proper element, and, as if 
inspired by the genius of the place, I have fometimes 
feen them brighten up, and appear with an air of joy 
and fati&fa&ion. 

The mind, as well as the ftomach, mud have food 
fitted and prepared to its tade and humour, or it will 
reject and loathe it : now, the Opera is fo good a cook, 
and knows fo well to pleafe the palates of thefe her guefts, 
that it is wonderful to fee with what an appetite they 
devour whatever (he fets before them : nay, fo great is 
their partiality, that the fame food dreiTed by another 
hand {hall have no relifh; but minced and frittered by 
this their favourite, (hall be delicious. The plain beef 
and rauftard of Shakefpeare (though ferved up by very 
good cooks) turn their ftomach, while the maccaroni of 
RoIIi is, in their opinion, a difh fit for the gods. Thus 
Julius Caefar, killed by the confpirators, never touches 
them ; but Julio Chefare killing himfelf, and fmging 
and dabbing, and dabbing and fmging, till, fwan-Jike, 
he expires, is caro euro, and divino. Scipio, the great 
conqueror of Afric, is with them a mighty filly fellow ; 
but Shippione is a charming, creature. It is evident, then, 
that the food mud be fuited to the tafte, as the tade to 
the food ; and as the waters of a certain fountain of Thef- 
faly, from their benumbing quality, could be contained 
in nothing but the hoof of an afc, fo can this languid 
2 
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and disjointed compofition find no admittance but in 
fuch heads as are exprefsly formed to receive it. Thus 
tbeir infenfibility appears as well in what they like as 
in what they reject ; and, like a faithful companion, at- 
tends them at all times, and in all places; for I have re- 
marked that, wherever they are, they bring a mind not 
to be changed by time or place. However, as a play is 
the very touchftone of the paflions, thg neutrality 
which they fo ftrictly obferve is nowHSite fo confpicu- 
ousas at the theatres. There they are to be feen, one 
while when tears are flowing all around them, another 
-when the very benches are cracking with peals of laugh- 
ter, fitting^ as calm and ferene as if they had nothing 
but their own innocent thoughts to converfe with 

Upon confidcring their character and temper, as far 
as they can be gueued at by their actions, and obferving, 
the apathy in which they feem to be wrapt, I once was 
inclined to think that they might be a feet of philofo- 
phers, who had adopted the maxims of the Stoics of old : 
but when 1 recollected that a third after knowledge, 
contempt of pain, and whatever is called evil, together 
•with an inflexible rectitude in all their actions, were the 
characteriftics of thofe fages, I foon perceived my mif- 
take : for I cannot fay that I ever found that thefe 
philofophers practife any of thofe virtues. To fpeak 
the truth, it is very difficult to know in what clafs to 
place them', and under what denomination they ought 
to pafs. Were I to decide* I fliould at once pronounce 
them to belong to the vegetable world, and place them 
among the beings of ftill life ; for they feem too much 
under the ftandard of their fpecjes to be allowed to rank 
with the reft of mankind. To be ferious, is it not ftrange 
that their heads and hearts fliould be impenetrable to 
'all the paflions that affect the reft of the world : nay, 
even more fo than Age itfelf, whole feelings Time, with 
his icy hand, has chilled, and almoftextinguifhed ? And 

Volume HI. L 1 
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yet Asjc, with all its infirmities, is more quick, more alive, 
and fui'ceptible of the finer pa (lions, than thefe Tons of 
indifference in their prime and vigour of youth. . 

An old woman, whom I found at my fide in the Pit 
the other night, gave me an inftance of the truth of this 
iiftertion. She did j a ft ice both to the poet and the 
;iclors v and bellowed her applaufe pentifully, though 
rever but where it was due. At the fame time I faw 
feveral of thefe inanimate bodies fitting as unconcerned 
as if they had not known the language, or could not 
hear what was faid upon the ftage. 

It is a proverbial ex predion, (though perhaps a little 
injurious), to call- an infipid and fenfelefs perfon of the 
male fex, an old woman. For my part, I was fo charm- 
ed- with mine, that I will make no difrefpeclful compa- 
nions : but yet, Sir.how contemptible muft thefe triflers 
be, who can be out-done by a toothlefs old woman, in 
quicknefs, fpirit, and the exertion of their faculties J 
From a regard then to that agreeable and fenfible ma- 
tron, I will not liken thefe infenfibles to thofe grave per- 
ibnages; but yet I cannot forbear thinking that they ap- 
proach very near to what is moft like old women, old 
men; and that they refemble thepiclure of thofe crazy 
heings in the laft ftage of life, as drawn by that inimi- 
table painter of human Nature, Shakefpeare: for thefe 
voting men, like Jiis old men, are fans eyes, fans ears, 
fans tafte, fans- every thing. I am, 
SIR, 
Your faithful, humbfe fervant, 

Phxlonous. 

P. S. The verfes underneath upon, the fame fubjetf 
3* this letter I venture to tack to it, (like a bit of em- 
broidery to a plain cloth); and if you think either or 
both defervitfjpiny notice, you may prefent them, with 
my fervice, to the gentle reader. 
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The Insensible. 

While crowded theatres attentive fit, 
And loud applaufcs echo through the pit, 
Unconfcious of the cunning of the (bene, 
Sits fmiling Florio with infipid mein. 
Fix'd like a ftanding lake, in dull repoie, 
No grief, no joy, his gentle bofom knows ; 
Nature and Gar rick no attention gain, ' 
And haplefs Wit darts all her (lings in vain. 
Thus on the Alps eternal frofts appear, 
Which mock the changes of the various year; 



Intenfeft funs unheeded roll away. 
" And on th' impaflfivc ice the lighi 



mings play/ 



END OF VOLUME THIRD. 
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